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France sells medicines to Iraq 

PARIS (R) — French companies have signed their 
fixst contracts to sell medicines to Iraq since an 
international embargo was eased a month ago, a 
French official said on Monday. The companies 
whose names have not been released, are acting under 
a U.N. plan that allows Baghdad to sell crude oil in 
exchange for food and medicine to help relieve the 
suffering of ordinary Iraqis hit by Golf war sanctions. 
“We received die requests for authorisation on Friday. 
These are the first ones (for medicine),” the official at 
the French budget ministry told Reuters. The official 
gave no details of the medicines involved but said the 
value of contracts signed so far was fairly low Iraq 
has said it urgently needs both food and medicine to 
tackle malnutrition and other problems caused by the 
economic blockade imposed to punish it for its 
August 1990 invasion of Kuwait. 
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U.S. missions boost security amid threats 

RIYADH (AFP) — The U.S. embassy here lias urged 
Americans to be more alert and said U.S. diplomatic mis- 
sions and military bases in Saudi Arabia have bolstered 
security because of ihe risk of further attack. “The embassy 
continues to receive new information suggesting that ter- 
rorist action against U.S. interests in Saudi Arabia remains 
possible.” the U.S. embassy said in a statement. The 
reports were “cause for concern" although they are uncon- 
firmed. it said. “Over the last several months the embassy, 
consulates general and the U.S. military elements through- 
out the country have reviewed their security postures and 
made improvements wherever possible ” it added. The 
embassy also urged the estimated 40,000 Americans in the 
kingdom to “take appropriate steps to increase their securi- 
ty awareness.” especially during the month of Ramadan 
and Hid Al Fitr holiday afterward. 
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Arafat holds back 
declaring state until 
.final-status talks end 

PNA assails Israeli programme to 
tighten its grip on Arab Jerusalem 
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OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Palestinian 
Leader Yasser Arafat has 
agreed to hold back on 
declaring independence 
until after the end of talks 
with Israel on a final peace 
settlement, the daily Yediot 
Aharonot reported Monday. 

“I do not intend to declare 
the Palestinian state before 
the end of the negotiations 
on a final settlement,” Mr. 
Arafat told the Israeli news- 
paper in a short interview. 

“For the time being, it is 
much more important to 
implement what has been 
agreed. There are some dif- 
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said. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu 
warned the Palestinians last 
week against unilaterally 
declaring a state of their 
own, saying Israel’s retali a- 
doo would be harsh. 

“In case of a unilateral 
declaration of a Palestinian 
state, our reaction will be 
very harsh because that 
would be a violation of the 
accords concluded with the 
Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA)," he said, 
without elaborating. 

“The question of the final 
status of the Palestinian 
entity can only be settled 
within the framework of the 
final-status negotiations,” 
Ml Netanyahu said. 

Under the Hebron with- 
drawal deal signed nearly 
two weeks ago. negotia- 


Israel bars Hebronites 
from repairing houses 

ISRAEL ORDERED a halt Monday to the renovation of 
Palestinian homes near Jewish settlements in downtown 
Hebron. 

“This is a very dangerous decision that will directly 
affect the peace process,” Hebron Mayor Mustafa Nat- 
she said in protest. “It does not look good for the future. 
This is the right of the city and should not be interfered 
with/' 

Most of Hebron was turned over to Palestinian control 
earlier this month, but Israeli troops remain in 20 per cent 
of the city in which 450 Jewish settlers live, along with 
more than 20,000 Palestinians. 

The Israeli order; signed by Major General Uzi Dayan, 
bars construction or renovation in buildings near the five 
compounds where Jewish settlers live. 

“Any construction taking place in them will be halted 
forthwith,” the order says. 

The army said the order was intended to prevent con- 
struction or renovation in buildings that are “security 
risks to the Jewish settlements.” 

Army spokesmen could not, however, explain why the 
buildings were security risks, citing army policy that pre- 
vents them from commenting on security matters. 

Encouraged by die Palestinian Natipqal Authority 
(PNA), Palestinians last faH began renovating dozens of 
crumbting and abandoned stone buildings in downtown 
Hebron, saying that die settlers might try to move in if 
they were left empty. 

Khaled Qawasmeh, head engineer of the renovation 
project said 35 bouses were being renovated. 

Under the agreement on Hebron signed between Israel 
and the Palestinians this month, Palestinian city authori- 
ties are responsible for civil matters such as construction 
— except for specific limits on the height of buildings 
surrounding the Jewish areas. 

“This is not in the agreement and it's a violation,” Mr. 
Qawasmeh said of the army order. 'This is a political 
decision, and it’s going to affect the peace.” 
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in March and be completed 
by May 1999. 

In Israel, meanwhile, 
leading members of the rul- 


ing Likud and opposition 
Labour parties ended years 
of bitter division and 
announced a formula for 
such a final accord with the 
Palestinians. 

The plan foresees Israel 
annexing West Bank areas 
where most Jewish settlers 


live and does not rule out 
defining the final Palestin- 
ian entity as an independent 
state, with restrictions. 

Palestinian officials 
rejected the proposal,' and 
Mr. Netanyahu says he is 

(Continued on page 3) 


Netanyahu hopes Rubinstein 
nomination will calm scandal 
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TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Ihe Israeli govemmeot was 
hoping Monday that the nomi- 
nation of a respected jurist as 
attorney-general would help 
defuse a scandal over alleged 
illegal dealings in an aborted 
attempt to appoint a close asso- 
ciate of Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu to the 
post 

Officials said Mr. 
Netanyahu’s cabinet would 
meet Wednesday to approve the 
appointment of Judge Elyakim 
Rubinstein, 50, as attorney-gen- 
eral after the first nominee, 
Roni Bar-On, was forced to 
withdraw his candidacy. 

Mr. Rubinstein’s nomination 
was announced several hours 
after police launched a criminal 
investigation into allegations 
that Mr. Bar-On had been 
Picked for the top justice posi- 
tion on Jan. 10 as part of a deal 
to keep a key figure in Mr. 
Netanyahu's coalition govern- 
ment from being convicted on 
isTbety charges. 

According to the reports 
which first surfaced on Israel 
stole television, ihe choice of 
bfc Bar-On, a senior member 
°f Mr. Netanyahu’s Likud 
Ptoty, was imposed on the gov- 
fctunem by Arieh Deri, the 
bead of the powerful religious 
P®ty Shas who is on trial for 


Channel 1 television reported 
that Ml Deri obtained a 
Pn^mise of a plea4jaigain in his 
c ®Tuption trial from Ml Bar- 
and then threatened to with- 


draw his party’s support from 
the Netanyahu government if 
the Likud official was not made 
aflontey-gerierat 

Several ministers said on 
Sunday that if the allegations 
proved true, Mr. Netanyahu’s 
right-wing coalition would 
undoubtedly Ml. 

The choice of Mn Rubinstein 
to replace Me Bar-On as the 
government’s nominee as attor- 
ney-general was widely praised 
across the political spectrum 
and senior officials said they 
hoped it would help counter the 
uproar over the Bar-On affair 

“Netanyahu understood that 
be had to quickly find an irre- 
proachable attorney-general if 

the whole issue was going to 
stop poisoning the political efi- 
mare in the country,” a senior 
official rold the Haaretz news- 
paper Mr. Rubinstein, a wide- 
ly-liked jurist known for his 
sense of humour, led peace 
talks with the Arabs from 
November 1991 to 1993. first 
under right-wing government 
and then its Labour successor. 

An observant Jew and Arabic 
speaker. Mr. Rubinstein has 
always been a man of concen- 
sus and his nomination as attor- 
ney-general won praise on 
Monday from both the political 
right aod left 

Meanwhile police pursued 
their investigation of the Bar- 
On affair Monday after inter- 
viewing the television jonmal- 
ists who first reported the 
alleged dealings by Ml Dot 
and claim to have concrete evi- 


dence to back up the story. 

But police sources said the 
Channel 1 team, including^ the 
crime reporter who broke the 
story, refused to reveal their 
sources and had yet to provide 
rape recordings they have con- 
cerning the affair. 

Ml Netanyahu’s chief of 
bureau oa Monday announced 
plans do resign, reportedly 
because be felt pushed aside by 
more powerful aides to the 
prime minis ter. 

David Agmon rold Ml 
N etanyahu be intended to leave 
by the end of January, or five 
months after being appointed. 

Ml Agmon. a brigadier gen- 
eral in the army reserves, was 
appointed in September as the 
second bureau chief since Ml 
N etanyahu took office in Jane. 
Mr. Agmon's predece s sor, Pin- 
has Fishier, resigned amid legal 
troubles. 

One of the most powerful 
people in Ml Netanyahu’s 
office is Avigdor Liebennan, 
the director general of the prime 
minis try. Ml Uebensan was 
instr umental in Ml 

Netanyahu's narrow election 
victory last year by getting him 
the endorsement of leading rab- 
bis. 

The Israeli daily Maariv, cit- 
ing Agmon associates, said Ml 
A gmon felt be was being treat- 
ed as an outsider and kept from 
circle of decision makers. 
When appointed in September, 
Ml Agmon had hoped he 
would be involved in die 
Mideast peace talks. 



Bedouins from the Jahalin tribe lie on the ground after they were wounded during clash- 
es with the Israeli police near the Maale Adumim settlement east of Jerusalem on Mon- 
day in an Israeli operation to evict dozens of bedouins of the tribe who have lived in the 
area for some 40 years and to make room for the expansion of the settlement (AFP photo) 

Israelis raze more Jahalin , 
homes; several hurt in clashes 


JAHALIN BEDOUIN ENCAMPMENT 
(Agencies) — Israeli troops dragged 
bedouin tribesmen away from their homes 
Monday and bulldozed their metal shacks 
to make way for an expanding Jewish set- 
tlement 

About 10 men were injured when 100 
Israelis used clubs to beat back some 200 
people who tried to prevent the troops from 
razing a camp where Tour families 'of the 
Jahalin bedouin clan lived near the West 
Bank settlement of Maale Adumim, wit- 
nesses said. 

Construction workers loaded the 
bedouin’s mattresses, tents and personal 
belongings onto trucks. Yellow bulldozers 
plow«l into their ramshackle metal shacks, 
crumpling them to the ground. Solemn- 
faced children watched from a nearby 
rooftop. 

About 45 families from the Jahalin 
bedouin tribe have lived and grazed their 
goats and sheep for decades on land east of 
Jerusalem. In recent years, that land has 
been swallowed up by the red-roofed hous- 
es of Maale Adumim, the largest Jewish 
settlement in the West Bank. 

After a protracted court battle, Israel’s 
supreme court ruled last May that the 
Jahalin must leave the area. The first shacks 
were bulldozed earlier this month. 

An Israeli military spokesman. Lieu- 
tenant Peter Lemer, played down the vio- 
lence, saying only four people were slight- 
ly hurt “in some pushing and shoving.” 
Two people were arrested in the incident, 
he said. 

Ll Lemer said that in all five families 
were removed from two different Jahalin 


camps near Maale Adumim on Monday, 
two weeks after a first family from the clan 
was forcibly relocated to a site near a 
garbage dump in the Abu Dis neighbour- 
hood of Jerusalem. 

The Jahalin clan has lived in shacks and 
tents outside Maale Adumim since the 
1950s after they were expelled by Israeli 
authorities from their original homes in the 
southern desert. 

Police began the forced relocations on 
Jan. 14 after months of negotiations failed 
to convince the Jahalin to move voluntarily 
to the new site. 

In May 1995, Israel's supreme court 
backed Israeli claims the land where the 
Jahalin have been living is “stale” property, 
while the bedouins say it is owned by 
Palestinians who gave them permission to 
set up their camps. 

“What is happening to the Jahalin is 
indicative of what can happen to Palestini- 
ans anywhere who happen to be getting in 
the way of the expansion of Israeli settle- 
ments,” said a statement issued Monday by 
the Palestinian Centre for the Study of 
Non-Violence, an independent human 
rights group. 

“The transfer of the Jahalin is setting a 
very dangerous precedent,” it said. “Such 
moves are illegal and inhumane.” 

But Lt. Lemer said such complaints were 
unfounded and that the alternative site, 
which has running water and electricity 
unlike the current Jahalin camps, was an 
improvement for the bedouins. 

“Compared to their living conditions 

(Continued on page 3) 


Russia conficms its initiative on 
means to revive peace process 


By Francesca Ciriaci 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat, 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu, 
Lebanese President Rafik 
Hariri and Syrian Foreign 
Minister Farouk Sharaa 
have accepted an invitation 
by the Russian government 
to . hold talks in Moscow 
“within the next two 
months,” die embassy of 
the Russian Federation here 
confirmed. 

The Moscow talks will 
focus on “a range of issues 
related to the Mideast peace 
process and bilateral rela- 
tions between Russia and 
the Middle east countries,” 
Russian ambassador to Jor- 
dan Alexander Saltanov 
said in an interview with 
the Jordan Times. 

The talks will also pro- 
ride a “framework to find 
out ways and means of 
coordination with these 
countries to reactivate the 
peace process, realising the 
agreements already signed 
and providing a fresh start 
for negotiating new 
treaties" Mr. Saltanov 
added. 


The four leaders stated 
their intention to pay offi- 
cial visits to Russia on the 
occasion of the three-day 
Middle East tour which 
Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin's Special Envoy to 
the Mideast peace process 
and Deputy Foreign Minis- 
ter Viktor Posuvalyuk con- 
cluded Sunday. 

Though Mr. Saltanov 
declared that the four Mid- 
dle East leaders will pay 
“separate visits” to 
Moscow, Mr. Possuvaliuk 
was quoted by international 
news agencies as saying 
that Russia could host “cer- 
tain meetings between 
Israelis and Palestinians or 
between Israelis and Syri- 
ans” 

After talks in Damascus, 
Mr. Possuvaliuk visited 
Amman on Saturday, on the 
second leg of his Mideast 
tour, and then proceeded to 
Tel Aviv, where he met with 
Israeli Foreign Minister 
David Levi. 

Before leaving Moscow 
on Friday. Mr. Posuvalyuk 
was quoted as saying that 
Mr. Arafat and Mr. 
Netanyahu were expected 
in Moscow in February and 
March respectively. 


In Amman. Mr. Posuva- 
lyuk chaired a meeting of 
“some of Russia's ambas- 
sadors to the region ro dis- 
cuss ways to reactivate the 
peace process and assure its 
stability and continuity," 
Mr. Saltanov said. The 
meeting was attended by 
the Russian ambassadors to 
Amman. Cairo. Damascus 
and Tel Aviv as well as the 
Russian Federation's repre- 
sentative to Chairman of 
the Palestinian National 
Authority Yasser Arafat. 

Mr. Posuvaly uk’s mission 
to the Middle East and the 
invitations forwarded by 
the Russian government to 
Palestinians, Israelis. Syri- 
ans and Lebanese are pan 
of Russia’s policy to boost 
its role as a “co-sponsor of 
the Mideast peace process 
and co-chairman of the 
1992 Madrid conference,” 
Mr. Saltanov said. 

The Russian Federation 
inherited from the former 
Soviet Union a tradition of 
long and friendly relations 
with Syria, and observers 
see the increasing role of 
Russia in the peace process 
as one of the keys to bring 

(Continued on page 3) 


King affirms he underwent 
two knee surgeries, thanks 
Jordanians for their concern 

AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty King Hussein on Monday 
affirmed that he had undergone surgery on both knees to 
correct slight problems and that now he was recuperating. 

The affirmation came in a cable the King sent to Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti thanking him for a letter of 
congratulations that the prime minister sent to the King 
upon the successful surgery, which was performed at the Al 
Hussein Medical Centre on Saturday. The King left the 
medical centre on Sunday. 

Thanking Mr. Kabariti for the congratulations, the King 
said he had agreed "to undeigo the two surgeries at the 
same time after it was found out that a cartilage in the left 
knee caused a severe pain and a malfunction in the right 
knee caused by the Umra pilgrimage forced physicians to 
remove the cartilage in the left knee and fix the right knee 
through surgery." 

The operation was carried out by an Austrian physician 
Dr. Scenk. assisted by Jordanian doctors and involved the 
use of fiber-optic device for diagnosis and slight suigery. 

“I relay to all Jordanian my gratitude for their concern 
over my health," said the King, reiterating that he would 
continue to serve his people. 

In his letter of congratulations. Prime Minister Kabariti 
described the King as a unique figure and wished him 
speedy recovery to resume his duties. 

King Hussein also received congratulatory phone calls 
from Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak, Oman's Sultan 
Qaboos Ben Saeed. Saudi Crown Prince Abdullah Ben 
Abdul Aziz and Prince Fahd Ben Sultan. 

Lower House of Parliament Speaker Saad Hayel Srour 
mso sent a cable of congratulations to the King. 

Arafat due here today 
after fog delays visit 

AMMAN (Agencies) — 

Palestinian President Yass- 
er Arafat postponed on 
Monday a planned visit to 
Jordan due to bad weather 
and is^xpectedjo make the 
trip today (Tuesday), the 
Jordan News Agency, Ptra. 
said. 

Mr. Arafat was expected 
to fly to Amman on Mon- 
day for a one-day visit and 
talks with His Majesty 
King Hussein, who under- 
went minor knee surgery on 
Sunday. 

Jordanian officials said 
Mr. Arafat was also due to 
hold talks with Crown 
Prince Hassan and Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti on Middle East 
peace moves. 

The Jordanian helicopter 
which was to bring Mr. 

Arafat could not take off 
because of thick fog and 
low visibility, officials said. 

The talks between King 
Hussein and Mr. Arafat are 
expected focus on the next 
steps in the implementation 
of the autonomy agreement 
signed by the Palestinians 
and Israel after the Jewish 
state handed over SO per 
cent of the West Bank town 
of Hebron almost two 
weeks ago. 

Tie King played a key 
role in mediating the 
Hebron agreement, which 
was signed by Mr. Arafat 


and Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu on 
Jan. 15, when il appeared 
that Israeli-Palestinian 
negotiations were almost 
near collapse. 

The King’s successful 
effort in narrowing the 
Israeli-Palestinian differ- 
ences has drawn apprecia- 
tion from not only the 
Palestinians and Israel but 
also world leaders. 

Following the signing 
and implementation of the 
Hebron agreement, Jordan 
has called for quick moves 
towards resuming the final 
status negotiations between 
the Palestinians and Israelis 
as called for in their interim 
autonomy accords signed 
in 1994. 

Arafat to visit U-S. 

A Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) official 
said meanwhile Mr. Arafat 
was planning a tour of the 
United States, including a 
White House meeting with 
President Bill Clinton, on 
Feb. 21. 

“President Arafat has 
accepted the invitation of 
President Clinton to visit 
the White House and meet 
with American officials," 
said Nabil Shaath, 
international cooperation 

(Continued on page 3) 


Sudan vows to retake 
territory from rebels 


KHARTOUM (Agencies) — 
Sudanese Justice Minister 
Abdul Baxsit Sabdarar has 
vowed that celebrations com- 
memorating ihe end of the 
Holy Month of Ramadan 
would be held in the town of 
Kurmuk. which was recently 
captured by rebel troops. 

“The next call lo prayer for 
ihe feast will be ai Kurmuk." he 
told a convoy of army troops 
heading on Sunday lo the bat- 
tle front along the eastern bor- 
der with Ethiopia. 

“Liberating our territory 
poses no problem." Mr. Sab- 

darai was quoted as saying by 
the government daily Al Sudan 
Al Hadilh. 

The government is mobilis- 
ing troops in preparation for a 
counter-offensive against the 
rebels to recapture lost territory 
in the Blue Nile region. 

For two weeks now. hun- 
dreds of trucks transporting 
army recruits and volunteers 
have been seen heading to the 
front. 

On Sunday, the government 


said its troops killed more than 
300 invading Ethiopian sol- 
diers in fighting near the east- 
ern border, but opposition offi- 
cials denied that any such 
offensive had been launched. 

Sudan has been in the throes 
of civil war since 1984. when 
the Sudanese People's Libera- 
tion Army (SPLA), led by John 
Garang, rose up against the 
regime in Khartoum in a cam- 
paign to end the dominance of 
the Arab and Muslim north 
over the largely Christian and 
animist south. 

Khartoum accuses Ethiopia 
and Eritrea of backing the rebel 
forces. Both Addis Ababa and 
Asmara deny ihe claim. 
Ethiopia has not officially 
reacted to reports of a clash 
with Sudanese troops. 

The rebels have seized 2,000 
square kilometres or 15 per 
cent of Blue Nile state since 
Jan. 12. Uganda has joined 
Ethiopia and Eritrea in a plot 
to destabilise Sudan, a senior 
Sudanese official said in 
remarks published on Monday. 
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Turkey 

seeking 


Israeli 


weapons 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — 
Turkey is seeldng large- 
scale Israeli involvement in 
a 150 billion dollar. 25- 
vear plan to strengthen its 
military, a Turkish official 
said in an interview pub- 
lished here on Monday. 

Sitki Omn, a retired gen- 
eral who is an adviser to 
the state Turkish armed 
forces foundation, told the 
Jerusalem Post newspaper 
that Israeli contractors 
were needed to help carry 
out the military buildup, 
notably due to reticence in 
the United Slates and 
Europe to selling large 
quantities of weapons to 
Ankara. 

Mr. Orun specifically 
mentioned a Belgian deci- 
sion earlier this month to 
cancel a planned weapons 
sale to Ankara and he said 
Washington was hesitating 
to grant an export license 
for Super Cobra attack 
helicopters to Turkey. 

Foreign governments 
have expressed concern 
over alleged human rights 
violations linked to the 
Turkish government's cam- 
paign against separatist 
Kurds and over rising ten- 
sion with Cyprus. 

“These types of develop- 
ments are to the benefit of 
Israel." Mr. Orun said. "IF 
Belgium does not give us 
the weapons, we'll buy 
them someplace else.” 

Turkey is especially 
interested in looking at 
Israel’s Merkava tank as a 
possible co-producdon 
partner for its programme 
to produce SOO battle tanks 
in a deal estimated to be 
worth some S3.2 billion, he 
said. 

Mr. Orun told the news- 
paper he was to meet Mon- 
day and Tuesday with 
Israeli firms which could 
participate in a defence and 
aviation fair run by the 
Armed Forces Foundation, 
the government defence 
holding company. 

Israel and Turkey signed 
a major military coopera- 
tion agreement in 1995 
involving cooperation in 
anus development and 
training. 

Despite initial opposition 
to the agreement within the 
Islamic-dominated govern- 
ment w hich came to power 
in Ankara last June. Prime 
Minister Neemettin 

Erbakan last month 
jpprov ed one of its key ele- 
ments. a SbOO million deal 
under which Israel will 
upgrade 54 Turkish war- 
planes. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 
13:30 ..Canoon t Captain Planet) 
14:00 French Programme — 
Sciences Cartoon 

14:30 Dog House 

15:00 Feature Him — "Some- 
thing For Joey" 

. 16:50 ...Cali for Prayer and Iftar 

17:30 You Bet Your Life 

1S:00 Scric— * LaLumiereDes 
Justes 

1S:15 Magazine — Extra Large 

I9J0 News Headlines 

19:35 Murphy Brown 

20:00 Oriental Rugs 

20J0 Encounter 

. 21:10 Lost Civilisations tDocu- 
: mentaiyi 

22:00 News in Enjglish 

22:25 Islam in a Changing 
World 

: 23:00 ...... Snowy River 

23:50 Mini Series — “Memo- 
ries of Midnight" 

. 01:05 Ramadan Talks 


PRAYER TIMES 

: 05:08 Fqjr 

: 06:28 iSunrise) Duha 

11:49 Dhuhr 

14:44 Asr 

: 17K» .Maghreb 

: 18:29. ‘lsha 


CHURCHES 

: SL Mary of Nazareth Church 
I Swcifieh. Tel. SI 0740 
Assemblies of God Church 
i Tel. 6327S5. 



IRANIAN SUB: This picture undated shows the Russian-made submarine Taregh' belonging to the Iranian navy. Iran said last 
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week it had deployed its third Russian-made submarine, prompting fears among its neighbours and their Western allies that they 
would threaten oil shipping in the Gulf. But the commander of Iran’s ground forces. General Ahmad Dadbin, told official newspa- 
pers that the submarines are not a threat to any country and Iran will only use them for defensive purposes (AFP photo) 


Iraq lives on smuggling through north 


ZAKHO (AFP) — On 
winding mountain roads in 
Kurdistan, tracks carrying 
smuggled Iraqi oil drive 
north to Turkey as others 
head into Iraq with food and 
goods like cement and steel 
which are banned under 
U.N. sanctions. 

The contraband is not 
only delivered to markets in 
government-held areas of 
Iraq but also to those in 
Iran, while Kurdish factions 
which control northern Iraq 
tax the trade to raise funds 
for their autonomous insti- 
tutions. 

The smuggling through 
Kurdistan, where the Iraqi 
government withdrew fol- 
lowing a 1991 Kurdish 
revolt, has kept Iraq afloat 
since crippling U.N. sanc- 
tions were imposed after its 


1990 invasion of Kuwait 

A Western diplomat in 
Baghdad estimated that Iraq 
illegally exported 280,000 
barrels of oil per day 
through Turkey and Iran, 
before it was allowed to 
resume limited exports in 
December under a humani- 
tarian deal with the United 
Nations. 

After crossing the border, 
the tracks from Turkey 
unload around 1 .5 tonnes of 
goods and most of them 
return home after filling up 
with Iraqi oil. 

In dozens of makeshift 
service stations — concrete 
structures housing tanks 
bearing the names Sindi 
petroL Mustefa petrol, or 
Blind petrol — the trucks- 
fill up with 3,000 liters of 
fuel in special containers 


attached to them. 

At the bonier post of 
Ibrahim A l Khalil, around 
five kilometres from the 
Iraqi city of Zakho, hun- 
dreds of trucks line up at 
dawn to cross back to 
Turkey over bridges span- 
ning the Habur River. 

The track companies 
make a living from this 
trade in which they buy 
gasoline for three cents to 
the litre in Kurdistan and 
sell it for more than a dollar 
at home. 

The goods they have 
delivered are then loaded 
onto Iraqi vans and trucks 
which travel to the rest of 
Kurdistan and to Baghdad 
where the black market is 
thriving... 

Hidden under canvas 
sheets, they carry cement 


blocks and steel girders in 
violation of the embargo. 
Turkish-made satellite dish- 
es can be bought for $2,500 
in Kurdistan. 

Some tracks with Turkish 
licence plates cross the 
checkpoint at Faida, 
between Dohuk and Mosul, 
to enter Iraqi government- 
held areas. 

“We even saw them bring 
in marble for the palaces of 
Saddam Hussein,’’ a 
humanitarian worker said. 

Shipments of American 
cigarettes meanwhile are 
delivered to Iraq, with some 
sent back immediately to 
Turkey after they are taxed 
. as re-exports. 

■ -But most pf ' the cigarettes 
are -sent on id. L ean, accord- 
ing to a Westerner who has 
lived in the region for years. 


Albright 
will change 
tough style 
— Saudi paper 


Israel rails for trade offensive in Vietnam 

TEL AVTV (AFP) — The trade ministry called Monday for 
a major initiative to boost trade with Vietnam, saying the j 
socialist nation’s growing economy held business opportu- 
nities worth hundreds of millions of dollars for Israeli firms. 
Releasing the results of a study into investment opportuni- 
ties in Vietnam, the ministry’s export institute said the vol- 
ume of Israeli activity in the country could reach $180 mil- 
lion in the agritechnology sector, $160 million in telecom- 
munications and $300 million in infrastructure. The institute 
cautions however that bureaucratic red tape, corruption and 
a chronic shortage of foreign currency remain obstacles to 
business in Vietnam, which established diplomatic relations 
with Israel in 1993. 

Egypt mufti says Israel visits taboo 

CAIRO (R) — Egypt's highest-ranking Islamic official has 
said visiting Israel is taboo, siding with the Egyptian Coptic 
Christian pope. “Travelling to Israel for tourism is taboo 
because it supports the Israeli economy at the expense of 
Arab and Muslim economies." Mufti Nasr Farid Wassil said 
in remarks published in A1 Gomhuria newspaper on Mon- 
day. The government-owned daily said he was speaking at a 
religious conference at the Nile Delta city of Tanta. Pope 
Shenouda HI, spiritual leader of the Egyptian Coptic 
Church, has excommunicated some of his flock for visiting 
Arab Eas t Jerusalem because it is under Israeli control- The 
Egyptian government has neither prevented nor encouraged 
Egyptians who try to visit Jerusalem on pilgrimage but con- 
troversial matters of state are normally referred to the mufti 
for his religious approval. 

Expatriates with AIDS deported from Kuwait 

KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — Kuwait deported 37 expatriate 
workers in 1996 who were found to have AIDS when tested 
by the health authorities, a senior health official said on 
Monday. The acquired immune deficiency syndrome 
(AIDS) sufferers were among 916 foreign workers sent 
home after they were found to be suffering from a range of 
illnesses including malaria and tuberculosis, head of the 
public health administration Rashid Abdel Aziz Al Owaish 
told the daily Al Rai Al Aam. Mr. Owaish said the deported 
expatriates were among 174,000 foreign workers who 
arrived in Kuwait ia 1996, and who were all obliged to 
undergo a series of medical tests to become eligible for res- 
idence visas. He added that the number of AIDS sufferers 
deported was lower last year chan in 1995. 


Cypriot activists block British military exercises 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — 
Cypriot environmentalists 
blocked British military 
exercises on Monday by 
scattering into woods on 
the island's remote Aka- 
mas peninsula, police and 
witnesses said. 

"We are trying to 
remove the activists from 
the firing range for their 
own protection,” a police 
spokesman said. "It is not 
our intention to clash with 
them." 

Around 15 local 
activists spent the night 
camped on the northwest- 
ern peninsula to protest 
against live-firing exercis- 
es scheduled to" start on 
Monday. 


A police helicopter start- 
ed searching the firing 


range for activists who 
dispersed into the woods 
when anti-riot police 
appeared on the scene. 
Some activists were 
detained and escorted 
away by police, who were 
still looking for the 
remainder, witnesses said. 

In the meantime. 35 sol- 
diers from the British base 
of Episkopi on the island's 
southern coast arrived in 
Akamas to start their exer- 
cises. 

The infantry training, in 
which live ammunition 
was to be used, ends on 
Friday. 

"It is our intention that 
the exercises go ahead,” 
said Mervyn Wynne- 
Jones. a spokesman for 
the British bases in 


Cyprus. 

Soldiers from two mili- 
tary bases which Britain 


has retained on the island 
since independence in 
1960 are allowed to train 
in the Akamas for up to 70 
days a year. 

Local and international 
environmental bodies 
have called on the penin- 
sula to be declared a 
national park. The bases 
argue their exercise pro- 
tect the environnment by 
keeping developers at bay. 

Last week a parliamen- 
tary committee issued a 
report urging the govern- 
ment to take measures to 
stop the military exercis- 
es. 

Spokesman Wynn- 
Jones said later Monday 


that 12 demonstrators 
were briefly taken into 
custody but no charges 
were fried. A Cypriot 
police spokesman said the 
protesters had been 
detained for their own 
safety. 

Mr. Wynn- Jones said all 
British soldiers taking part 
in the exercises had been 
told “they must take care 
of the environment” 

A 1996 study by the 
World Bank on the devel- 
opment of the wider Aka- 
mas peninsula region pro- 
posed declaring the Aka- 
mas forest as a nature 
reserve park, stressing the 
need to protect its envi- 
ronmental uniqueness. 


RIYADH l AFP) — New US. 
Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright will soften her tough 
style and chose her words care- 
fully as Lhe top diplomat of die 
world’s superpower, a newspa- 
per said Monday. 

“Ms. Albright, who was 
known at the United Nations as 
an impulsive and tense charac- 
ter with a harsh tone, will 
change,” said Al Riyadh, 
which reflects official Saudi 
views. 

“Her job at the^LLN. was 
iridfe antimtirary’post dixi a 
platform; unlike h&rnew duties 
as head of diplomacy of a 
superpower where her words 
will be examined under a mag- 
nifying glass.” 

Al Riyadh said President Bill 
Clinton chose Ms. Albright as 
Secretary of Stale during his 
second terra because she is one 
to take initiative and says the 
right thing at the right time. 

“It's perhaps the difficult 
jobs awaiting the American 
president that led him to 
chose” Ms. Albright, the daily 
said. Saudi Arabia is the main 
U.S. ally in the region, but U.S. 
officials have accused Saudi 
authorities of failing to cooper- 
ate in the investigation into the 
June 25 truck bombing which 
killed 19 U.S. airmen in 
Dhahran. 

Ms. Albright appeared cau- 
tious when asked to comment 
on the issue during her first 
press conference on Friday, 
saying the Saudis had been 
cooperative and that Washing- 
ton hoped for full cooperation 
for the rest of the investigation. 


Iranian illegals seized in southern Japan , 

TOKYO (AFP) — Japanese police arrested 21 Iranians. 
Chinese and other Asians on Monday on suspicion of smug- 
gling themselves into Japan by sea. The prefectural police of 
Nagasaki in southern Japan seized 1 1 Iranians, three Pak- i 
istanis and two Indians, all in their 20s and 30s, a police 
spokesman said. “The suspects said they were among 25 
people who had come to Japan on a fishing boat from the 
South Korean port of Pusan in order to work here," he said, 
adding police were searching the rest of them. The 
Kumamoto prefectural police, meanwhile, arrested five Chi- 
nese who did not have passports. They also said there had 
been more than a dozen people who had come to Japan with | 
them aboard a boat from sou them China, a police 
n spokesman, said. >i r-» ii.;7 - .- ( 

'Somali businessman claims $20m from lLN. 


NAIROBI (AFP) — A Somali businessman is claiming 
some $20 million in rent arrears from the United Nations for 
using his compound in Mogadishu during the world body's 
intervention in Somalia, the East African weekly newspaper 
reported Monday. Abdi Hosh Ashkir. currently a refugee in 
Kenya, said U.S. troops serving in the United Nations Oper- 
ation in Somalia (UNOSOM) occupied his compound, near 
Mogadishu's airport, during their stay there in 1993 and 
1994 without compensation. The compound, which the 
Americans named Hunter Base, contained before Somalia’s 
civil war a hotel, apartments, a dairy farm, an electric power 
plant and a car assembly line, the East African quoted 
Ashkir as saying. 


Kuwait sends home alleged Saudi smu gg lers 


KUWAIT iR) — Kuwait has foiled an alleged attempt to 
smuggle illicit drags by two Saudi Arabian nationals who 
were handed to the kingdom, a newspaper reported on Mon- 
day. Saudi Arabia beheads convicted drag smugglers by the 
sword in public while neighbouring Kuwait made the 
j offence a capital crime in 1995. “After a violent pursuit in 
territorial waters, the coast guards arrested two Saudi infil- 
trators who were trying ro smuggle drugs into Kuwait," Al 
Seyassah daily quoted an Interior Ministry official source as 
saying. Interior Ministry officials were not immediately 
available for comment on the newspaper report Kuwait has 
not yet joined a Gulf Arab security treaty but the newspaper 
said the extradition was “in accordance with an agreement 
signed in this respect.” 
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St Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunciation 
Tel. 637440. 

De la Salic Church Tel. 
661757. 

Terra Sancta Church Tel, 
622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 652S26. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 

771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
TeL 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church Tel. 
771751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 652526 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. S 24328, 

German-speaking Evangelical 

Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints TeL 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman TeL SI 1295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 


cloudy and winds northerly 
moderate. A cold air mass is 
expected to affect the Kingdom 
on Thursday. In .Aqaba, skies 
will be partly cloudy, winds 
northerly moderate, and seas 
calm. 

Amman - >..04/10 

Aqaba - .08/17 

Deserts — 02/11 

Jordan Vallq' — .08/15 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 10. Aqaba 22 Humidi- 
ty readings: Amman 99 per 
cent, Aqaba 2S per cent. 


WEATHER 

Bulltwi supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Rainfall is expected in all parts 
of the Kingdom with cold 
weather conditions continuing to 
prevail. Skies will be partly 


USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Kham.AIJban 740740 

Dr Waked AIMasri -.675485 

Dr. Yousef Rash ed 896301 

Dr. .Ahmad Manna' 839759 

Ferdows pharmacy 77S356 

Al Asema pharmacy ....637055 

Al Salam pharmacy ..._636730 
Yacoob pharmacy ......644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy -637660 
Nairoukh pharmacy ....623672 

N^jib pharmacy S47632 

IRBID: 

Dr. Ahmad Qami 2SI4S4 

Al Quds pharmacy -.( — ) 

ZARQ.A: 

Dr. Waleed Halaseh -. 9S2799 
Khalifefa pharmacy 935417 


EMERGENCIES 
Food Control Centre ...63711 1 

Crvil Defence Dept _661UI 

Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency .. 1 99 
Rescue Police 192, 621111, 
637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police .843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 

630321 

Hotel Complaints ..—605500 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints „ 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints . -,.......787111 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls .010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reparis -.623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 
661101 

Jordan Television „„773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan ...774 1 1 1 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power Company 
6363S1 

RJ Flight Information 
0853200 

Queen Alia IntL Airport 08- 
53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 
813813/32 

KhaBdi Maternity 6442 8 1/6 

AJdleh Maternity 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 

642362 

Malhas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani ... .607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital — 845845 
Al-Moasher Hospital 667227/9 
The Islamic, Abdali 666126/37 

Al-Ahli, Abdali 664164/6 

Itafian, Al-Muhgjreen 777101/3 
Al- Bashir— ............ ..775 11 1/26 

Army, Marka 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 

602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery — S65199 
ZARQA: 

Zanja Govt Hospital (09.1983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital ..(09)986732 
Al Hikmn Modern Hospital 

(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek CathoGc Hospital 

402)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

—(02)247100 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 


QUEEN ALIA 
AIRPORT 
ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

07:15 Sanaa (RJ) 

07:25 Damascus (RJ) 

09:25 .Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

10:05 Muscat Dubai (RJ) 

10:05 Beirut (RJj 

10:15 Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

11:30 Jeddah. Aqaba (add) (RJ) 
12:15 ..Jakarta. Abu Dhabi 

(add) (RJ) 

16J0 Cairo (RJ) 

17:15 Chicago. Amsterdam (RJ) 
17:20 — London. Frankfurt (RJ) 
18:45 Jakarta. Abu Dhabi (add) 
(RJ) 

20:00 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

02J0 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 


Other Flights 

07 JO — , — — . — London (KJ) 
07J5.Daniascus, London (BA) 

08 JO Cairo IMS) 

15:00 Kiev (6U) 

15:45 — Munich (YP) 

^ .............. — Rome ( AZ) 

19:15 ... Dubai (EKi 

22J0 —Tel Aviv (LY) 

00:40 ..Beirut Amsterdam (KL) 

01:00 -AdenOY) 

jjj 153 — —Bucharest (RO) 

lJ' A5 Beirut (ME) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

0*20 Aqaba (RW) 

122W -Aqaba (RW) 

1 8:5=1 -——-.----Tel Aviv (RW) 


DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06:20 Beirut (RJ) 

08 JO Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 
11:00 Abu Dhabi, Jakarta (add) 
(RJ) 

11:05 Amsterdam, Montreal 
Toronto (RJ) 

11:05 — Vienna. Frankfurt (RJ) 
12.-00 „.._..Ga\eva, Madrid (RJ) 

LM0 - Paris (RJ) 

12:15 -London (RJ) 

12:15 Cairo (RJ) 

15:00 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

20J0 -Damascus, Lamaca (RJ) 

20J0 Jeddah (RJ) 

21:00 -..Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 

- -Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

22:00 Knah Lumpur, Singapore 
(add) (RJ) 


HUAZ RAILWAY TRAIN 
Dep. Amman 8:00 a.m. every 
Monday 

Arr. Damascus 5:00 pan. every 
Monday 

Dep. Damascus 7 JO 
every Sunday 

Am Amman 5:00 pan, every 
Sunday 


Other Ffigfats 

E£ Undon(KJ) 

52 Cairo (MS) 

13 JO Kiev (6LT) 

-Munich (YP) 

J? 3 ? t Rome(AZ) 

18:15 — Dubai. Damascus (EK) 

20:10 -Beirut (ME) 

-—Tel Aviv (LY) 

-Amsterdam (XL) 

Aden (Tl") 

-Bucharest (RO) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
???? -Aqaba (RW) 

MJn Tel Aviv (RW) 

-0-20 -Aqaba (RW) 


MARKET PRICES 

Upper/lower price in JUs per kg. 

Apple. 700/500 

Banana. _„550/550 

Banana (imported).,......^0a70Q 

Cabbage 70/40 

Cara 200/160 

Cauliflower; -....220/150 

Cucumber (large) 250/140 

Cucumber (small) J80/200 

Eggp'am- - 150/100 

Rwa beans 750/600 

— 1150/950 

Grape fruit 160/100 

Lemon J70/250 

Marrow (large)...- 180/120 

Marrow (small) 280/200 

Onion (green) 200/120 

Onion (dry) -200/120 

Orange — .550/400 

Peas 850/700 

Pepper (hot) -....270/180 

Pepper (sweet) 250/200 

Potato — -..-280/170 

Radish 120/70 

Spinach . — 230/160 

String beans- 600/400 

Tomato.- J30/100 
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Jordan export corp 
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Jordan enthusiast 
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Princess returns from UAE 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — HRH 
princess Basma Monday 
concluded a short visit to 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) where she met with 
the General Women’s Fed- 
eration and the Thabian 
Women’s Society President 
Sheikhah Fatima Bint 
Mubarak- 

princess Basraa and 


Sheikhah Fatima reviewed 
the current status of women 
in Jordan and the UAE, 
their achievements and 
common future aspirations. 

They also discussed 
means of cooperation in the 
field of voluntary social 
work and expen exchanges. 

Princess Basina stressed 
the need for plans to devel- 


op the role and status of 
Arab women to better serve 
their countries. 

She also briefed Sheikhah 
Fatima on the duties and 
activities of Jor dani an 
social foundations, particu- 
larly during Ramadan, and 
the charity campaigns 
organised by the Queen 
Alia Fund for Social Devel- 


opment to improve the liv- 
ing conditions of indigent 
Jordanian families. 

Sheikhah Fatima holds 
religious seminars on Tues- 
days, during the holy month 
of Ramadan, with the par- 
ticipation of several Islamic 
scholars regarding the soci- 
etal status of women. 
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Police chief meets with PNA delegation 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — The Public Security Department (PSD) 
police Chief Lieutenant General Nasouh Moheiddin Mon- 
day met with a Palestinian National Authority (PNA) police 
delegation which is currently on a three-day visit to the 
Kingdom. 

The Palestinian team, headed by Palestinian Police Chief 
Major General Ghazi Jabali. the first to the Kingdom, has 
arrived for exposure to the Jordanian police experience, the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra said. 

The delegation will also hold talks with other Jordanian 
PSD officials concerning cooperation and the development 
of their departments. 

LieuL Gen. Moheiddin told the visiting delegation that 
Jordan will provide support for the PNA to enable them to 
fulfil their objectives. 


The Jordanian police chief stated that the police force in 
Jordan has accomplished several advancements in terms of 
developing its own facilities and using scientific equip- 
ment. 

“Jordanian police are adapted to new technology and now 
are a very developed police apparatus,” Lieut. Gen. Mohei- 
ddin said 

The head of the Palestinian delegation, Maj. Gen. Jabali 
expressed his appreciation to the Jordanian police. 

The visiting delegation was then briefed on PSD duties as 
well as crime and car accidents in Jordan. 

The delegation toured several PSD sections and the anti- 
narcotics department where they were briefed as to the 
duties therein. 
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Muslim Brotherhood reaffirms anti-government stance 

AMMAN (J.T.) — An 
overwhelming majority of 
the Muslim Brotherhood 
last Wednesday reaffirmed 
their resolve not to partici- 
pate in Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabarid’s 
government, leaving the 
fuiaJ decision to the group’s 
consultative council for 
endorsement Al Majd Ara- 
bic weekly announced 
Monday. 

This decision was taken at 
the conclusion of a one-day 
conference, dedicated to a 
discussioD of the group's 
position regarding govern- 
ment participation. 

The meeting was attended 
by 200 leading figures of 


the Muslim Brotherhood 
and the outcome led to 
arguments among the 
group’s major wings, Al 
Majd said. 

The weekly attested that 
participants engaged in a 
heated debate and were 
divided on whether the 
group should or should not 
participate in the govern- 
ment. 

Three prominent leaders 
Ishaq Farhan. Bassam 
Umoush and Hamzeh Man- 
sour withdrew from the 
meeting to protest what 
they termed a “campaign of 
libel” and accused other 
leaders of a lack of “broth- 
erly dialogue.” 


However, Dr. Abdullah 
Akailah resolved to stay 
and participate in the dia- 
logue, presenting a report 
encouraging group partici- 
pation in the government. 

He faulted the Muslim 
Brotherhood group for 
lacking a proper strategy to 
help implement its pro- 
grammes. 

Deputy Hamm am Said, 
however, presented a report 
in which he cited legal, 
judicial and political rea- 
sons for his group not to 
participate in Mr. Kabariti’s 
government, nor any other 
government which nor- 
malises relations with the 
“Jewish enemy.” 


Subsequent to a discus- 
sion of the lwo reports, the 
more hardline of the mem- 
bers attacked Dr. Akailah’s 
paper, calling it a “clear 
deviation from the firm 
principles agreed upon by 
the Muslim Brotherhood." 

Some members also 
warned that declining pop- 
ularity and internal divi- 
sions would ensue should a 
decision be taken to partici- 
pate in a government which 
has given preference to 
relations with “the Jewish 
enemy” over relations with 
Arab countries. 


Jordan export corporation to intensify promotional activities 


AMMAN (J.T.)— The Jor- 
dan Export Development 
and /CQuwaefcial Centre*,^ 
Corporation (JEDCO) will 
forge ahead with efforts to 
improve the quality of Jor- 
daniao exports and intensi- 
fy promotional activities 
for products through a com- 
prehensive programme 
JEDCO prepared this year. 

While benefiting from 
past experiences in promot- 
ing Jordanian products in 
traditional markets, the 
JEDCO programme will 
also seek non-traditional 
markets. 

It will also participate in 
specialised international 
fairs and in organising exhi- 
bitions for Jordanian prod- 
ucts in foreign markets. 

The cooperation also pre- 
pared for a July conference 
regarding the Euro- 
Mediterranean partnership 
(Medpartenariate) with the 
aim of enhancing economic 


cooperation between coun- 
tries of the-’ Mediterranean 
region and -the .European 
Union (EU). 

The conference, which 
will be organised by 
JEDCO in cooperation with 
the delegation of the Euro- 
pean Commission in Jor- 
dan. will bring together rep- 
resentatives from about 150 
Jordanian companies and 
300 European companies. 

JEDCO Director General 
Mohammad Halaiqa told a 
press conference last month 
that the meeting will be 
geared towards setting up 
joint Jordanian-European 
ventures and creating a 
suitable environment for 
growth of small and medi- 
um-size enterprises. 

He added that the confer- 
ence will highlight invest- 
ment and export opportuni- 
ties in Jordan as well as 
incentives brought about by 
new economic legislation 


in Jordan. 

jThe 1997 JEDCO ^ro- 
, gramme - includes plans io 
establish specialised ser- 
vice centres to improve the 
skills of those working in 
the industrial sector. 

JEDCO is also drawing 
plans to follow up on and 
implement new projects for 
the development of indus- 
trial sector. 

These plans include a pro- 
ject for the development of 
food packaging, a project 
for the development of the 
traditional and handicrafts 
industry, the establishment 
of a packaging and canning 
unit as wefi as a project for 
the establishment of a train- 
ing centre for the clothing 
sector. 

Technical aid projects 
will be implemented this 
year with the objective of 
assisting Jordanian compa- 
nies to qualify for ISO 
9000. 


JEDCO will also imple- 
ment^ a.risk analysis project 
■ for food - industries as. well 
as a project for the estab- 
lishment of a bar-coding 
centre. 

In a bid to establish eco- 
nomic contacts with the 
industrial and commercial 
sectors abroad. JEDCO is 
currently planning to send 
delegations from the Jor- 
danian industrial sector to 
these countries in order to 
study market demand and 
follow up on economic 
developments. 

Potential markets include 
the Czech Republic, Roma- 
nia, Slovakia and Scandina- 
vian countries. 

The JEDCO programme 
is also geared towards par- 
ticipation in international 
trade fairs in Dubai, Cairo, 
Damascus, Bosnia, Bagh- 
dad South Africa and Unit- 
ed Arab Emirates. 


\ Jordan enthusiasts 9 working to actualize national museum 
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By Tanya Habjouqa 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The idea to 
showcase natural treasures 
and heritage in a national 
museum struck a group of 
“Jordan enthusiasts," as 
Sharifa Hind Nasser, head 
of tbe museum planning 
committee told the Jordan 
Times. 

The primary reaction 
upon introduction to this 
idea was astonishment, she 
affirmed. “A national muse- 



\ ■ 


um? Why yes. we need 
one,” she cited acquain- 
tances as saying. 
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.. After years of dreaming. 



that vision is finally becom- 
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ing a reality, in the form of 

t . . ■ 


a conceptual plan drafted 
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by visiting American muse- 
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umtologists James Simms 
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and Patrick Rogan. 




i 4* IT 


si.: 


i .ill*' -MJ' 

-I'l 

Jl < ^ | T ' 

V • 

'lialu II- ■ I K ' 
IViUil*M* 1 
,-j V U ! O ' 
Errilii*"' ' k ! 

Wru-T' 

..hjiiy.l K» *’ 
!*%*»** 

is « ’ 

j .V* 

AqA! 1 *' iR" 1 


V. 


-si* 

$ 

i*i 

% 


Mr. Simms, a museumtol- 
ogist and professor at 
George Washington Uni- 
versity, showcased blue- 
prints and sketches of the 
future- museum to eager 
committee members and 
other participants last Sat- 
urday. 

“Jordan has the opportu- 
nity to create something 
new, based on modem 
ffluseumtology," Mr. 
Simms said. 

Though the museum is 
still in its conceptual phase, 
a site has been allocated in 
the heart of downtown 


Amman, according to Shar- 
ifa Hind. 

“Downtown has such 
energy, I cannot think of 
any other place where our 
museum belongs." she said. 

The committee members 
believe the museum will be 
of “infinite value in teach- 
ing Jordan's children their 
history, humanity, and help 
instil national pride." 

The draft plan visualises 
two stories surrounded by a 
public park, with a section 
of the ground level reserved 
for school and tour buses. 

The museum will be 
located between the new 
municipality building and 
the downtown shopping 
area, in close proximity to 
the Roman Amphitheatre. 

“This will definitely 
upgrade the area and down- 
town businesses will bene- 
fit on a socio-economic 
level.” Sharifa Hind assert- 
ed. 

“This vision is a Jordan- 
ian vision, we simply 
helped the committee to 
articulate it** Mr. Simms 
stated as he laid out the 
blueprints. 

The museum boasts an 
auditorium, with a capacity 
of 800 persons, courtyards 
for demonstrations and per- 
formances and a modem 
approach to showcasing the 
exhibits, he said. 

One aspect which might 
appeal to museum visitors 


would be the audio-visual 
excursion through Jordan- 
ian history in a real Hijaz 
train car. 

However, the discovery 
courtyard will be the “big 
wow” of the museum, 
according to Mr. Simms. 

Placed in the centre of the 
museum . it appears to be 
the site of an archaeological 
dig uncovering ancient 
artefacts. 

“As in a dream vision, 
you might be peering at the 
artefacts and suddenly 
stumble upon a reconstruct- 
ed Nabatean house," Mr. 
Simms said. 

Exhibit plans include a 
chronicle of the Hashemite 
family, geographical and 
natural history, a clothing 
display through the ages, 
food, tools, "shelter and 
family life, as well as rotat- 
ing exhibits. 

While the project is still 
in its preliminary stage and 
the land procured, the actu- 
al construction depends on 
a loan from a Japanese 
group. 

“We do not know who 
will sign [for the estimated 
$20 milli on loan} yet. but 
since the municipality has 
offered the land we are hop- 
ing Mayor [Mamdouh] 
Abaddi wall, and without 
him we would not have 
come this far,” said Sharifa 
Hind. 

“This museum is essential 


for the preservation of our 
history and culture," she 
added. 

The tourism sector might 
also benefit from such an 
enterprise, according to 
committee members. 

“The museum might 
become a flagship for 
tourism, drawing tourists to 
Amman,” Mr. Simms said. 

The ministries of plan- 
ning. tourism and the 
municipality are all 
involved in some aspect of 
the plan. 

“If all goes well, the 
museum will be function- 
ing within five years,” Mr. 
Simms said. 

The current conceptual 
plan took years of consulta- 
tion with archaeology, 
anthropology, geology and 
art history experts. 

“Prince Hassan bestowed 
on our committee the credi- 
bility to contact such inter- 
national institutions as the 
Louvre and the British 
Museum for help,” Sharifa 
Hind srated. 

Plans also call for the 
training of a competent, 
knowledgeable local staff, 
as well as instituting special 
programmes for children. 

“This museum is not just 
for exhibitions, but will be 
a centre for scholarships 
and for housing our nation- 
al treasures,” Sharifa Hind 
said. 


Tabloid editor detained on slander charges 


By Rana Husseini 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A weekly tabloid editor, 
who was detained on Thursday on 
charges of slandering a Jordanian 
deputy and a minister, was released on 
bail Sunday, according to his attorney, 
Habes Shboul. 

Amman Prosecutor Jamal Zougby 
ordered the arrest of Ediror-In-Charge 
of the satiric weekly “Abed Rabbo” 
Omar Nadi after complaints were filed 
by Minister of Public Works and 
Housing Abdul Hadi Majali and 
Islamist Deputy Ibrahim Zeid Kilani. 

"The Appellate Court accepted the 
second request to free my client, stat- 
ing that his release is neither a threat 
to national unity nor does it interfere 
with the course of investigations,” Mr. 
Shboul said. 

Charges pressed against Mr. Nadi 
include: overlooking objectivity, hon- 
esty and accuracy; reporting and pub- 
lishing inaccurate news; and slander- 
ing and tarnishing another person's 
image and dignity. 

The minister and deputy filed com- 
plaints against Mr. Nadi following the 
last two issues of the newspaper 
which described Deputy Kilani as a 


hypocrite and accused Mr. Majali of 
stealing cars, the prosecution said. 

According lo Mr. Shboul. Mr. Nodi, 
who was released on a JD 400 bail, is 
expected to appear at ihe Amman 
Court of First Instance in the next few 
weeks following the conclusion of 
investigations. 

In other developments in the case, 
officials Monday said they were look- 
ing for Editor-In-Chief of "Abed 
Rabbo” Yousef Gheishan for ques- 
tioning. 

“Mr. Gheishan's name came up 
when we questioned Mr. Nadi and we 
would like to ask him few questions,” 
Prosecutor Zougby said. 

But. according to Mr. Gheishan. 
who spoke to the Jordan Times on 
Sunday, the authorities are looking to 
arrest him. 

"I think that I am wanted on the 
same charges although I am not in 
charge of what was printed in the 
newspaper," Mr. Gheishan said. 

In a related development the Jordan 
Press Association (J PA ) Council Mon- 
day issued a statement expressing its 
dismay over some weekly tabloid 
newspapers which, the union said, arc 
“tarnishing our culture, values and tra- 
dition." (see text inset 1 


'These newspapers are abusing 
press freedoms in a scandalous mat- 
ter." the statement said. 

The union threatened tough sanc- 
tions against journalists who do not 
abide by press ethics, stressing that 
violators will be referred to the JPA 
disciplinary council which could 
result in their permanent expulsion 
from the union. 

During a parliamentary' session last 
week, several deputies expressed dis- 
may over articles appearing in tabloid 
newspapers, describing them as inde- 
cent and unethical in their approach. 

The deputies argued that some of 
these tabloids were publishing details 
of marital affairs and homosexuality, 
stressing that the House was extreme- 
ly offended by such publications. 

In response to deputy complaints. 
Prime Minster Abdul Karim Kabariti 
said the government would take action 
to terminate “indecent, obscene and 
unacceptable" articles in local publi- 
cations. 


The Jordan Press Association (JPA) 
Council Monday issued a statement 
expressing dismay over weekly 
tabloids which, it said, abuse press 
freedoms. 

This is the text of tbe statement as 
quoted by Jordan News Agency, 
Petra; 

In spite of the respect we hold for 
the pioneering role of some weekly 
tabloids, which benefit from press 
freedoms in line with the Jordanian 
constitution and laws, there are some 
tabloids which have abused this free- 
dom in a scandalous manner paying 
no attention to the press code of hon- 
our, approved by the JPA Council in 
April of last year. 

That winch causes us fear is the 


possibility that such violations might 
lead to the adoption of new regula- 
tions and legislation by the govern- 
ment which, in turn, might restrict 
such freedoms in the Kingdom which 
we consider as sacred and democrat- 
ic gains. 

We are sure that laws limiting press 
freedoms will not be restricted mere- 
ly to weekly tabloids, but rather they 
will be extended to all the press, 
thereby granting the executive 
authority the right to control, super- 
vise, close down the newspapers in 
question or withdraw their licences 
or any other action considered a set- 
back. 

We hereby ask our colleagues and 
chief editors not to tarnish our cul- 
ture, values and tradition. 

Those who do not abide by press 


ethics and morals in terminating 
indecent, obscene and unacceptable 
articles will be referred to the JPA 
disciplinary council and perhaps per- 
manently expelled from the associa- 
tion. 

We cull on our colleagues, editors 
and publishers to consider this a per- 
sonal appeal to free themselves from 
anything which is incompatible with 
the ethics of journalism and its sacred 
message. 

We cull on the Parliament and gov- 
ernment to allocate time for reorgan- 
isation. 

We caution against any amendment 
to the Press and Publications Law. 
stressing that any amendment should 
be w'ithin ihe context of safeguarding 
national press gains. 


What’s Going On 


CONCERT 

■ *- Performance by -artists from Ajloun govemoraie at the 
Royal Cultural Centre at 8:00 p.m. 

EXHffimONS 

* Ramdamat exhibition from Wadi Dana Nature Reserve 
(silver nature jewelery, jams, dried fruits) and Jordan River 
Designs (JRD) ornaments (tabelcloths, candies, embroi- 
dered accessories) at JRD showroom, Jabal Amman. Frist 


Circle (Tel. 61 3081). until Feb. 10. 

*; Exhibition on the “Institute of the Arab World in Paris” 
at die French Cultural Centre, until Feb. 6. 

* Paintings by Muhammad Ali Shaker at the Orient 
Gallery, lssam Ajlouni Street. Shmeisani. until Jan. 30. 

* Photographic exhibition on the life of the Founder of 
Pakistan at Quaid-e-Azam Hall, Embassy of Pakistan. 
Jabal Weibdeh (Tel. 622787, 624680), until Januaiy 31. 

* Works by Jordanian artists at the Royal Cultural Centre, 
until Jan. 30. 


Russia confirms its initiative 

( Continued from page 1) 


Syria to the negotiation 
table. 

The Russian initiative 
“had been planned some 
time ago,” he said the 
ambassador, but “its timing 
is also related to the recent 
signing of the Hebron 
agreement," which partially 
dissolved the logjam in the 
peace negotiations, and 
gave hope that “the peace 
process can be pushed for- 
ward on both the bilateral 


and the multilateral tracks." 

Saying that the partici- 
pants in the peace process 
expressed their “eagerness 
to see an increased Russian 
role" in the multilateral 
phase of the peace negotia- 
tions, Mr. Salianov also 
declared that Russia is in a 
privileged position to medi- 
ate among all parties, as it 
enjoys “good relations with 
all parties directly 
involved, both the Arab 
states and Israel.” 


Israelis raze more homes 


(Continued from page 1) 

today, the alternative site is 
much better,” he told. 

“We are hoping that the 
remaining 15 families will 
move by themselves,’’ he 
said, although he added that 
police would continue the 
forced relocations if neces- 
saiy. 

The Jahalin were offered 
land near Abu Dis, but 
leaders of the tribe rejected 
the offer, saying the rocky 
site is too close to the city 
garbage dump. 

Ll Lemer said the tribe’s 
belongings would be 


moved to the site, w'hich 
has been supplied with 
water and electricity. 

Linda Breyer. who repre- 
sented the bedouin in their 
court battle, said the tribe’s 
living conditions at the new 
site would be ‘‘abom- 
inable.” 

‘’We are now going to see 
a real tiny shanty slum.” 
she said. 

The Jahalin. who number 
about 2.000 in the Maale 
Adumim area, are among 
tens of thousands of 
bedouin Living in Israeli- 
controlled areas. 


Arafat due here today 


(Continued from page 1) 

minister in the PNA. 

He said Mr. Arafat w'ould 
leave on Feb. 21, but did 
not specify how long the 
trip would lasL 
The tour will also take 
Mr. Arafat to Houston and 
Los Angeles at the invita- 
tions of former Secretary of 
State James Baker and 
Edward Djerejian. a veter- 
an diplomat who once 
served as ambassador to 
Israel. Mr. Shaath said. 

“This visit is very impor- 
tant after the Hebron agree- 
ment, in which the United 
States played an active 
role." Mr. Shaath said. 

Mr. Clinton announced 


during the final stages of 
the Hebron negotiations 
that he had invited both Mr. 
Arafat and Mr. Netanyahu 
to Washington, but no dates 
for the visits were set. 

Israel Radio has reported 
that Mr. Netanyahu would 
travel to Washington in 
about two weeks, but this 
has not been officially con- 
firmed. 

Mr. Shaath announced 
Mr. Arafat's travel plans 
after signing an agreement 
with the U.S. Agency for 
International Development 
providing $3 million in 
assistance to the Palestinian 
Justice Ministry. 


Arafat bolds back declaring state 

(Continued from page 1 ) 


not bound to anything in iL 

Last week, Mr. Netanyahu 
said he had a contingency plan 
should Mr. Arafat declare 
statehood unilaterally. Israeli 
media reports said that in such 
a case, Israel apparently 
planned to reoccupy West 
Bank rural areas, leaving Mr. 
Arafat only with control over 
seven West Bank cities. 

Mr. Arafat, speaking to 
retired Israeli army generals at 
his Gaza city headquarters 
Sunday, said he would not 
move unilaterally. 

Preparing for the final status 
talks. Likud Knesset faction 
chief Michael Eitan and 
labour's Yos&i Beilin had been 
meeting for 13 weeks to try 
and reach agreement on basic 
positions. 

On Sunday, the two present- 
ed their joint document. 

‘"Die Likud has given up the 
dream of an undivided land of 
Israel, while we in Labour 
have given up the dream of 
rolling back the settlements." 
Mr. Beilin said. 

About 145,000 Israelis live 
on settlements in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

The document, which is 
expected to gel the support of 
the vast majority of labour 
members arid a substantial 
number of Likud members, 
was submitted to Mr. 
Netanyahu and President Ezer 
Weizman. Several members of 
the committee that negotiated 
iL 

Mr. Beilin and Mr. Eitan said 
a national consensus would 
help Israel get the best deal in 
the final status talks. 

The parties agreed that Israel 
should annex settlements close 

to the pre- 1 967 border with the 
West Bank so thar most settlers 
can stay in their homes, under 
Israeli sovereignty, on land that 
is not disconnected from the 
rest of Israel. Outlying settle- 
ments would not be annexed, 
but residents would be Israeli 
citizens with “special, agreed 

upon arrangements.” 

The document allows the 
Palestinian entity a strong 


police, but no army. It also 
denies it the right lo ally with 
countries threatening Israel. 

On the Palestinian demand 
for an independent state. 
Labour — which accepts the 
idea — and Likud could not 
fully agree. Therefore, 
“enlarged autonomy ” and 
statehood are mentioned as 
valid “opinions" on what to 
call the Palestinian entity. 

It rejects the Palestinians' 
demand that Arab East 
Jerusalem become their capi- 
tal. Palestinians living in the 
city would be allowed far- 
reaching municipal autonomy, 
with special arrangements 
made for controlling the city's 
Muslim and Christian holy 
sites. 

An Arafat aide meanwhile 
blasted Israeli plans io tighten 
its grip on Arab East 
Jerusalem, accusing the Jewish 
state of trying to preempt 
negotiations on the fate of the 
Holy City. 

Israel’s ministerial commit- 
tee on Jerusalem, headed by 
Mr. Netanyahu, decided on 
Sunday to allocate S39 million 
to improve infrastructure in 
East Jerusalem in a move it 
said was to strengthen Israeli 
sovereignty there. 

Levy to head talks 

Israeli Foreign Minister 
David Levy will head Israel's 
negotiating team with the 
Palestinians, taking over from 
farmer army Chief of Staff 
Dan Shomron who resigned. 
Israeli public radio said Mon- 
day. 

Mr. Netanyahu selecied Mr. 
Levy to replace General 
Shomron who recently quit 
"for personal reasons." 

He has also asked lawyer 
Yitzhak Molkho to continue 
his role in the talks on the final 
status of the Palestinian territo- 
ries scheduled lo begin in 
March and to end by May 
1999. Mr. Netanyahu assigned 
Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Mordechai to conduct negotia- 
tions on security mailers with 
Syria if the talks resume, the 
radio added. 
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Afghan Taleban propose 


truce, but no power-sharing 


KABUL (Agencies) — Af- 
ghanistan’s Islamic Taleban 
militia renewed a ceasefire 
offer to its weakened oppo- 
nents Monday, but ruled out 
any power-sharing deal. 

“We have been keen on 
the idea of a ceasefire from 
the very beginning." Acting 
Information Minister Amir 
Khan Mutaqi told Reuters. 
“We want an immediate 
ceasefire now. with an ex- 
change of prisoners to take 
place «n the first day it is 
enforced." 

He said an anti-Taleban 
alliance led by former gov- 
ernment Commander Ah- 
mad Shah Masco d and Ge- 
neral Abdul Rashid Dos- 
tum must not use any truce 
to strengthen its military 
position. 

“There should be a guar- 
antee from the opposition 
that they will not regroup or 
reinforce their troop's during 
the ceasefire," Mr. Mutaqi 
said. 

The Taleban have inflicted 
major defeats on Comman- 
der Masood and Gen. Dos- 
tum north of Kabul in the 
past two weeks, driving 
them back to positions the 
Islamic militia occupied and 
then losL after it captured 
the Afghan capital on Sept. 
27. 

The latest ceasefire offer 
followed the conclusion of 
talks among Afghan fac- 


tions in Tehran that were 
boycotted by the Taleban on 
the grounds that Iran was 
not a neutral party. 

“The participants called 
for an immediate ceasefire, 
the creation of a safe and se- 
cure environment in Kabul 
and the exchange of PoWs." 
said a statement at the end 
of the talks. 

“The sharing of power by 
all parties in the structure of 
the national government is 
indispensable?’ it added. 

However. Mr. Mutaqi 
made clear that the Taleban 
were not interested in shar- 
ing power with hostile fac- 
tions. 

“Our government repre- 
sents every province of 
Afghanistan and power, 
whether military or admin- 
istrative, is shared by dele- 
gates of people from all 
over Afghanistan," he said. 

“Anyone who is not a 
criminal can take part in the 
government,” Mr. Mutaqi 
added. 

The Taleban administra- 
tion has frequently de- 
nounced Gen. Dostum and 
Commander Masood as cri- 
minals plundering and opp- 
ressing the country. 

The Taleban. who sprang 
from religious schools for 
Afghan refugees in Pakis- 
tan, aim lo spread their strict 
interpretation of Islamic 
Sharia Law across Af- 


ghanistan. 

Iran, long suspicious of 
the Sunni Muslim radicals, 
still recognises the former 
government led by Presi- 
dent Burhanuddin Rabbani, 
but denies actively support- 
ing any Afghan faction. 

‘Taleban missed their 
chance of an intra-Afghan 
dialogue for a peaceful set- 
tlement of the crisis.” Iran’s 
Foreign Minister Ali Akbar 
Velayati said after the Teh- 
ran talks. 

Meanwhile, around 90,000 
Afghans displaced by fight- 
ing, forced evacuations and 
other military activities north 
of Kabul have entered the 
Afghan capital over the past 
three weeks, a U.N. agency 
said Monday. 

The influx comes as 
Kabul’s own million re- 
maining inhabitants are al- 
ready living on the edge, it 
said. 

More than half of Kabul's 
population is believed to be 
partly or wholly dependent 
on assistance by U.N., non- 
governmental organisations 
and the International Com- 
mittee of the Red Cross. 

The Taleban Islamic mili- 
tia. in a northward push 
launched about two weeks 
ago. has captured Bagram 
Air Base and the key towns 
of Chari kar. Jabul Seraj and 
Gulbhar from its opponents. 

The areas had been under 


Bulgarian president to ask 
Socialists to form government 


SOFIA (R) — With time 
running out for mediation in 
Bulgaria's political dead- 
lock, President Petar Sto- 
yanov promised Monday to 
ask the ex-Communist rul- 
ing Socialists to form a new 
cabinet as the constitution 
demands. 

Mr. Stoyanov, who inher- 
ited the crisis when he took 
office last Wednesday, has 
tried to find a formula to de- 
fuse daily opposition pro- 
tests now in their fourth 
week. 

Bui the Socialists and the 
opposition remain as far 
apart as ever, and under the 
constitution Mr. Stoyanov is 
obliged to ask the Socia- 
lists, as the biggest party in 
parliament, to form a new 
cabinet, which must then be 
approved by parliament. 

Socialist Party leader 
Georgi Parvanov said after 
talks with Mr. Stoyanov that 
the president had promised 
to give them a mandate to 
form a new cabinet before 
he leaves for a visit to 
Brussels Tuesday evening. 

“We agreed that before his 
departure for Brussels, he 
will hand us a mandate for 
forming a strong experts’ 
government," Mr. Parvanov 
said. 

The Socialists insist on 


nominating Interior Minis- 
ter Nikolai Dobrev as prime 
minister to replace Zhan Vi- 
denov who resigned on 
Dec. 21. 

But he is unacceptable to 
the opposition who hold 
him responsible for clashes 
between police and demon- 
strators outside parliament 
on Jan. 10. 

The Socialists say their 
cabinet will be made up of 
technocrats and have broad 
public support — a promise 
which Mr. Stoyanov has 
warned may be wishful 
thinking in the current polit- 
ical climate. 

The opposition has held 
daily protests around the 
country since Jan. 6 to call 
for immediate elections, 
while the Socialists have 
proposed polls by the end of 
1997 — a year ahead of 
schedule. 

If parliament votes on a 
new Socialist cabinet, the 
opposition will be pinning 
its hopes on defections from 
the majority party. 

The vote is almost certain 
to attract demonstrations, 
which risk turning violent 
as they did on Jan. 10, when 
the opposition besieged and 
ransacked the legislature. 

A general strike called by 
the main opposition trade 


union Podkrepa had almost 
no immediate effect and 
the union’s call for a human 
chain around parliament 
drew about 25 people. 

The protests are more eco- 
nomic than political, and an 
opinion poll in the 24 hours 
daily . Monday said 70. per 
cent of those questioned did 
nor crust the Socialists',’ But' 
35 per cent did not think the’ 
main opposition Union of 
Democratic Forces could 
cope with the crisis either. 

Konrinem daily quoted 
former Communist leader 
Todor Zhivkov as saying 
there could be bread riots 
within the next two months 
if nothing was done to 
resolve the crisis. 

The national currency is 
in freefall and January infla- 
tion is expected to hit 50 per 
cent per month. The lev 
traded at new lows of 935- 
950 to the dollar on the 
Interbank Market Monday, 
compared to about 750 a 
week earlier. 

Bulgaria urgently needs a 
credible government to 
negotiate a new accord with 
the International Monetary 
Fund, which has suspended 
disbursements because the 
Socialist government failed 
to implement the last reform 
programme. 


North Korea postpones peace 
briefing with S. Korea, U.S. 


SEOUL tAFP) — North 
Korea on Monday called off 
the start of key talks with 
South Korean and U.S. offi- 
cials in New York Wednes- 
day, as a row escalated over 
Taiwan’s plans to ship 
nuclear waste to the North. 

“The North, citing no rea- 
sons. has requested that the 
New York briefing be post- 
poned for a week," a Fo- 
reign Ministry official told 
.AIT 5 . 

North Korea had agreed to 
the Jan. 29 sum for a brief- 
ing by U.S. and South Ko- 
rean officials on proposed 
talks to work out a durable 
peace formula for the Ko- 
rean peninsula. 

“But North Korean dele- 
gates have yet to get U.S. 
visas at the U.S. embassy in 
Beijing." the official said. 

“We presume the North 
wants to delay the briefing 
for some technical prob- 
lems. and South Korean and 
the United States have no 
choice but to put it off.” he 
said. 

U.S. President Bill Gin- 
ton and South Korea’s Pre- 
sident Kim Young-Sam pro- 
posed the inter- Korean 
peace talks with Beijing and 
Washington intended to 


play a support role to the 
rival Koreas. 

South Korean officials 
said the North would not 
boycott the briefing, but 
they did not rule out the 
possibility of the North 
pressing for concessions in 
return for its participation in 
the briefing. 

North Korea has insisted 
it can talk only with the 
United States, which has 
37.000 troops here under 
the U.N. flag, arguing that 
South Korea did not sign 
the armistice that ended the 
Korean War with an uneasy 
truce in 1953. 

Th North's request to 
postpone the New York 
briefing coincided with a 
South Korean government 
warning that Pyongyang 
may use a controversial 
nuclear waste deal with 
Taiwan to negotiate with 
Seoul. 

‘The nuclear waste im- 
ports could be used as a bar- 
gain chip in negotiations 
with South Korea, the Uni- 
ted States and Japan,” the 
National Unification Minis- 
try said in a report. 

“Probably, the North may 
try to build a nuclear waste 
dumping site near the de- 


militarised zone, which di- 
vides the peninsula.” it said. 

North Korea signed a 
contract this month with 
state-run Taiwan Power Co. 
t Tai power l to dispose of 
60.000 barrels of low-level 
radioactive nuclear w'aste 
over two years. There is a 
provision to increase the 
volume to 200.000 barrels. 

South Korea has strongly 
protested the contract, con- 
tending it could pollute the 
Korean peninsula. 

But Taiwan asked South 
Korea not to “complicate 
the lawful and reasonable 
commercial deal,” warning 
it would affect bilateral 
relations. 

South Korean Foreign Mi- 
nister Yoo Chong-Ha 
pledged Monday to bring 
diplomatic pressure, blast- 
ing the waste disposal deal 
as an “immoral" contract 
using the North’s difficult 
economic situation. 

“Diplomatic pressure is 
inevitable to stop the deal," 
Mr. Yoo said, as the row 
caused angry 1 protests from 
civil groups in Taiwan and 
South Korea, which severed 
diplomatic ties in 1992. 


the control of the combined 
forces of Commander Mas- 
ood and Gen. Dostum. 

The U.N. Office for Coor- 
dination of Humanitarian 
Assistance (UNOCHA) said 
a convoy carrying food, 
clothing and shelter materi- 
als left Kabul Monday for 
people still living in five 
towns and villages captured 
by the Taleban. 

Most of the inhabitants of 
the fertile, densely populat- 
ed region to the north of 
Kabul have already fled, the 
agency said. 

But a U.N. mission Sun- 
day found around 3.500 
people remaining in Cha- 
rikar. 1,750 in Istalif, 1.400 
in Karabagh, 700 in Kha- 
laka and 700 in Sri-Khuja. 

The majority of those left 
behind are “too poor, old or 
sick" to leave the area, the 
agency said. 

Another U.N. convoy car- 
rying food, blankets, quilts 
and clothing set off Monday 
from the Taleban-held west- 
ern city of Herat for the 
northwestern Badghis pro- 
vince, scene of Afghanis- 
tan’s second front. 

Heavy fighting in Badghis 
over the past three months 
has displaced some 50,000 
people, UNOCHA said. 

Of these some 24.000 
have arrived in Herat where 
18,000 have been accom- 
modated in three camps. 


Albanian 
minister 
blames 
opposition 
for unrest 


TIRANA (AFP) — Alban- 
ian Foreign Minister Tri tan 
Shehu Monday blamed the 
opposition Socialist Party 
for violent attacks on pub- 
lic buildings during de- 
monstrations linked to the 
collapse of shaky Pyramid 
Schemes. 

Mr. Shehu, who was hit 
on the head by a rock and 
held captive for several 
hours by demonstrators in 
the central town of Lushnja 
Saturday, was one of sever- 
al people injured in week- 
end protests. 

Speaking to AFP here 
Monday, he alleged that 
“extremists” had planned 
to attack the parliament in 
the capital, Tirana. 

On Friday, angry protes- 
tors set fire to the town hall 
in Lushnja, while the head- 
quarters of President Soli 
Berisha’s Democratic Party 
in the town of Korcea were 
ransacked. 

“After a public meeting. 
Socialist Party demonstra- 
tors attacked public build- 
ings, notably the headquar- 
ters of the Democratic Par- 
ty,” Mr. Shehu said, adding 
“this is unacceptable.” But, 
he went on. serious as the 
situation is, “calm will re- 
turn.” 

Ruling out any sugges- 
tion of outside mediation. 
Mr. Shehu said “Albania 
must solve its problems by 
itself, even if they are 
sometimes serious.” 

Tension has risen sharply 
across Albania since mid- 
January over the collapse 
of several gei-rich-quick 
savings schemes — the 
only hope for many desper- 
ate residents in what is 
Europe's poorest economy. 

Protestors here are vic- 
tims of the Lushnja-based 
Xhaferi Company, a Pyra- 
mid finance company that, 
like others, promised 
clients monthly interest 
rates of up to 100 per cent 
but depended on attracting 
new customers to pay cur- 
rent savers. Xhaferi went 
bust last week, leaving sev- 
eral thousand local families 
said to have invested their 
life savings in Che firm now 
ruined. 

Backed up by the opposi- 
tion. the protestors believe 
the government colluded 
with such Pyramid savings 
firms, which were wide- 
spread in Albania until par- 
liament outlawed them 
Thursday. 
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Pakistan’s former cricket hero Imran Khan and his British wife Jemima Goldsmith 
at the Shankat Khanum Memorial Hxospital in Lahore. Mr. Khan, leader of the 
Tehrik-i-Insaaf (Justice Movement) party, is contesting for the first time in elections 
set for Feb. 3. Picture taken in April, 1996 (Reuter photo) 


Bhutto trails in pre-election poll 


KARACHI (R) — Ousted 
Prime Minister Benazir 
Bhutto is trailing well 
behind her main rival, Na- 
waz Sharif, in the run-up to 
Pakistan’s Feb. 3 elections, 
an opinion poll obtained by 
Reuters Monday said. 

The poll, to be published 
in the English-language 
monthly Newsline Wednes- 
day. said 33 per cent of 
2.048 people interviewed in 
13 cities wanted to see Mr. 
Sharif become the next 
prime minister, against 25 
per cent who favoured Ms. 
Bhutto. 

Twelve per cent preferred 
cricketer-turaed-politician 
Imran Khan, while 30 per 
cent said they would vote 
for someone else. 

The Karachi-based News- 
line found that 29 per cent 
of those polled said they 
would vote for Mr. Sharif s 
Pakistan Muslim League 
(PML), 23 per cent for Ms. 
Bhutto's Pakistan People’s 
Party (PPP) and 10 per cent 
for Imran’s Tehrik-i-Insaaf 
(Justice Movement). 

About 38 per cent said 


they would vote for a vari- 
ety of other political and re- 
gional parties. 

President Farooq Leghari 
called the elections, Pakis- 
tan’s fifth in 12 years, after 
sacking Ms. Bhutto's gov- 
ernment on Nov. 5 on dis- 
puted charges of corruption 
and misrule. 

Newsline said the PML 
was the front-runner in Pa- 
kistan’s most populous pro- 
vince of Punjab, while the 
PPP vote seemed to be split 
in the southern province of 
Sind, its main power base. 

“The PPP seems to have 
lost ground in the interior of 
Sind because of the chal- 


lenge from the PPP-Sha- 
heed Bhutto,’’ it said, refer- 


ring to a PPP splinter group 
led by Ghinwa Bhutto, the 
Lebanese-born widow of 
Murtaza Bhutto, Benazir’s 
slain brother. 

Murtaza and seven com- 
panions were killed in a 
controversial shoot-out with 
police in Karachi on Sept. 
20 . 

“In Larkana, (Ms. Bhut- 
to’s home town), the PPP- 


Japanese minister apologises 
for ‘comfort women’ remarks 


TOKYO (AFP) — A 
senior Japanese cabinet 
minister apologised Mon- 
day for making insensitive 
remarks which soured a 
weekend summit between 
Prime Minister Ryutaro 
Hashimoto and South 
Korean President Kim 
Young-Sam. 

“It was my lack of dis- 
cretion that caused dis- 
pleasure to the two leaders 
and misunderstanding to 
South Korean citizens.” 
Chief Cabinet Secretary 
Seiroku Kajiyama said. 
“I’d like to apologise from 
the bottom of my heart,” 

Mr. Kajiyama asserted 
Friday that people “mak- 
ing a fuss" about comfort 
women — the euphemis- 
tic term for those forced to 
work as wartime prosti- 
tutes — failed to acknowl- 
edge the existence of Ja- 
panese government broth- 
els at the time. 

“The generation older 
than us is not surprised 
about comfort women," 
the 70-year-old minister 
said, referring to the rec- 
ruitment of up to 200,000 
women and girls, mostly 
Koreans. “When they 
went to the front, they 
were able to get money.” 

His remarks were 
splashed across Japanese 
newspapers Saturday mor- 
ning shortly before the 
South Korean president 
arrived in the southern city 
of Beppu for informal 
talks with the Japanese 
premier. 

Mr. Hashimoto tried to 
contain the damage, say- 
ing that Mr. Kajiyama. one 
the top members of the 
ruling Liberal Democratic 
Party (LDP) and also the 
official spokesman of the 


Japanese government, was 
just “explaining” the gov- 
ernment brothel system to 
“young reporters who had 
not been born yet.” 

“I’m sorry if you're wor- 
ried about this,” Mr. 
Hashimoto was quoted as 
telling the South Korean 
leader, who later said he 
found it “unbelievable" 
that Japanese politicians 
could make such remarks. 

In his apology to the Ja- 
panese parliament Mon- 
day. Mr. Kajiyama said he 
just wanted people to 
know the whole truth. 

“In those days, there 
were many women who 
became government pros- 
titutes due to poverty and 
they went along with the 
military as troops ad- 
vanced overseas. I wanted 
people to know about that 
tragic time," he said. 

“We cannot shut our 
eyes to the sad reality. I 
wanted to say that Japan 
thus should expand ... edu- 
cation,” the chief cabinet 
said. 

Japanese newspapers 
said it was regrettable that 
a summit which was sup- 
posed to be devoted to “fu- 
ture oriented relations” 
between the two countries 
ended up being haunted by 
the past. 

Tt is an indisputable fact 
that Japan once colonised 
the Korean peninsula,” the 
Yomiuri Shimbun newspa- 


per said, referring to the 
35-year occupation which 
ended in 1945 with 


ended in 1945 with Ja- 
pan's defeat. “We must 
squarely face our own his- 
tory and try not to forget 
that we still have some 
soul searching to do.” 

“It would be most unfor- 
tunate for both countries. 


however, if we were to 
allow the past to interfere 
too strongly in the devel- 
opment of a constructive 
relationship for the fu- 
ture," the major daily said. 
“The most difficult task 
ahead will be to turn the 
tpk of improved bilateral 
ties into reality." 

The Yomiuri said the 
official reference to the 
future-oriented relation- 
ship between the two 
countries was a “political 
caichphrase that has been 
used repeatedly during 
Japan-South Korea sum- 
mits in the past 

“Such a relationship bet- 
ween the two nations, 
however, continues to be 
elusive.” the newspaper 
said. 

u The Asahi Shimbun said: 
“In order to stabilise ties. 
Japan and South Korea 
should not avoid talkin'* 
frankly about what they 
have on their minds. 

“Although President 
Kim did not pursue the 
problem too far, the root of 
the problem has not been 
eradicated.” it said. 

But the conservative 
x* 1 ** ^kimbun criticised 
Mr. Hashimoto’s “unex- 
pected" apology to Mr. 
Mm. ‘The summit was 
supposed to be held under 
a tacit agreement that past 
issues should not be high 

agenda,” it said 

“To say nothing of the 
contents, the timing of Mr. 
Kajiyama 's remarks was 
inappropriate. It is too od- 
tunisuc to judge that bilat- 

m r ^,S ,nCemS wm m °ve 

toward a settlement,” it 


Compromise 
on the table 
as N. Ireland 
talks resume 


SB has an edge over the 
PPP. This development is 
possibly an outcome of the 
ru-mours implicating Asif 
Ali Zardari in Murtaza 
Bhutto's murder/’ 

Mr. Zardari. Ms. Bhutto’s 
husband, is in jail facing 
charges linking him with 
Murtaza's killing. He says 
he is innocent. 

Newsline said about 35 
per cent of those polled said 
they did not expecL the elec- 
tions to be fair and indepen- 
dent. against 20 per cent 
who thought they would. 
Forty- five per cent said they 
did not know. 

Newsline found that 5.1 
per cent believed an anti- 
' corruption drive’ launched 1 
by the caretaker govern- 
ment was unfair, against 24 
per cent who thought the 
opposite. The remainder 
had no opinion. 

The monthly said there was 
a general consensus that the 
elections would not make 
much difference, “conse- 
quently, there is a lack of 
enthusiasm in the country for 
elections,” it added. 


BELFAST (Agencies) — 
The U.S. mediator in Nor- 
thern Ireland peace talks 
here Monday suggested he 
would try to force a com- 
promise on the thorny issue 
of paramilitary disarma- 
ment that has blocked 
progress since the talks 
opened last June. 

'The only way forward is 
democratic dialogue and 
participation in discussions 
to reach an acceptable set- 
tlement,” former U.S. sena- 
tor George Mitchell said as 
he arrived for the first ple- 
nary session since the holi- 
day recess. 

Evidently impatient with j 
the lack of progress on the^ 4 
issue of paramilitary disar- 
mament, Mr. Mitchell said 
he might “act unilaterally 
in an effort to break the 
deadlock.” 

“Under the rales, such 
action is contemplated and 
we are considering it, but 
no decision has been taken 
as yet," he said. 

The plenary session 
opened under the cloud of 
stepped-up violence by the 
Irish Republican Array 
(IRA), as well as attacks at- 
tributed to, but not claimed 
by. the pro-British loyalist 
militias. 

The IRA's political party, 
Sinn Fein, ha been shut 
out of the f’n.s h. since 
they bega r Decause of t 1 * 
IRA’s failure to restore 
ceasefire it broke a year 
ago after an 17-month 
truce. 

A loyalist ceasefire, dec- 
lared around the same time 
as that of the IRA. is tech- 
nically still in force. 

However numerous at- 
tacks and attempted attacks 
against Republican targets 
have been blamed on the 
loyalists in recent weeks, 
provoking pressure for the 
small loyalist parties close 
to the militias to be exclud- 
,ed from the.talks. 

... Michael Ancram, Nor- 
thern Ireland minister rep- 
resenting the British gov- 
ernment in the talks, said 
Monday the government 
"does not believe the loyal- 
ists have demonstrably de- 
monstrated that they have 
dishonoured the Mitchell 
principles" of non-vio- 
lence. 

Rumours meanwhile per- 
sisted here, as they have for 
weeks, that the talks might 
be suspended until after the 
upcoming British general 


elections, which must be,. 


held by May. 

Meanwhile, Protestant 
politicians linked with pro- 
British loyalist guerrillas 
said Monday their extrem- 
ist allies were still holding 
to a ceasefire. 

Critics of the loyalists 
among mainstream Protes- 
tant parties say they will 
press Britain at the talks to 
state whether recent attacks 
on Roman Catholics have 
breached a 27-month-old 
truce declared by the loyal- 
ists. 

The critics say the Ulster 
Democratic Party (UDP) 
and Progressive Unionist 
Party (PUP), political 
wings of banned loyalist 
guerrilla groups, must be 
expelled if it is established 
that the attacks were app- 
roved by the Combined 
Loyalist Military Com-.- 
mand (CLMC) which 
called a truce in October 
1994. 

“Our indications are... 
that the CLMC are still ve- 
ry much committed to their 
ceasefire and that they are 
very much committed to 
seeing a peaceful democra- 
tic resolution of the prob- 
lems within Northern Ire- 
land.” UDP politician Da- 
vid Adams told BBC Radio 
before the talks restarted. 

PUP leader David Ervine 
told BBC Radio: T think 
that loyal ism has been 
responsible for violence 
but the CLMC clearly are 
saying that their ceasefire 
is not over — and that if it 
is over everybody will 
know about it.” 

Most of the parties at the 
talks believe the UDP airi 


World I 



.iiirud .• III.ISS in Si . l 

im.imH vny *”»!* 

- - fu-l'l 1 b‘ umiyIi «*>'* t'alh'd n 

"jL.siii thru pinftMs 1*1 


Hundreds of th< 


. ciiii.ti iyt .ulr 
O'.:! .V-i-bi.iil Pi tin 
-il.it Of. tt; 


r‘v h w »■- tin It 
.*::■ .*ii i 

--up pull •.till 

ouvii! .:Slr» iiMr 


. \\ itliillCU .1 iOtJol! 

•i h •!!"•!! .l!i t* i \X lift h.ul lu 

. •>! with the a* 

. who i>. m his S»V ; 
. a! * 1 * 1:1 /o | *iu' ■•is v h.u 
1 *. ! i l ! K 1 ! lit Ylllll *Vi \ 

I tie m.iuli w 
. . tlii- ni.m ii tv It 
■i* .? i • r »» Vi Hi i ( 

■ d: :! .Hid iiM.k* It; 

stiCi-t.. Ii- the S.ii 


i.- .:ifd the nl In-? pnr*-{s 
• WSV.i t*1 lli'i ‘M . MIHl'tll! 


.w eitiMvd iL tU;*iisti. 
/ .!r.ii* ;.v.i mu* .i link 


' ■ 
»ark i •.■ 

V.V;--.-. 
"... . 
•fllv V • ■ . 

'.inn'."''. ■: 
'Hi.- • 

Thr. 
IVJii- • 
‘TfiV l\ 
MMV .1 
Vrlv. 

!lj;» ! ,• , 

the 
, nifc ■» 


’• Ufiuii!* h.ukv 

die mull 

“ O ‘k'lii* I its v pr. si 
blessed stn.Lnt pint. 
'■ would lead li.vk 


>i niihilr.mii then mi 


;«.v:Ks .itui stipporfas 


:t* .» hoisu-rouv wIumj 

t UTi <rt i Isvl cio) 

■'•i:.‘\ic ItHitMmk. 

■i Us •*' "let % i'll v 
; Vu-tnv io the Ivli* 
Mo|*mljj| 1^*1 


‘'iic eokiimt. m.mhm 
■: lesiis 1 7m s| ,i*k1 ;i cal 
l.uoi linked tip with tit 
i’ - mrscis served .ixhiJitIj 

^’-‘ills'll Innkcit Hit 




■"'•‘IW'iivni Mepjvd up 

'I’Whn • i 

• ■••xi..*dgv \rctortes 

&r;" 

li'.liltU’jp.ij i-livlm 

"" 'U'lorios in I-Ukicv 

w,. 

" }»\ || lL - y.. 

•"•'flM.lli- ( 

"■ii under siimt** jnvsxt 




Jakarta fire 


1 j 'K\ ki v 

1 ^ fin,..- 

V' m , 

*4111 r., ; 

h.< , 

T,ll ‘ Nii- 

; v ^*r, 

" Mi. i- 
* '"II,., 

'Hi;.,., 


\ till* 
■ M>*nd.i\ 


•I...N 

'V. ki'if ]i>. 
"is,- 




• : 'X sflup 

* ,, dli*.H 

U.|\ 

-III {;« . 

•'ml.hll,. 




turnip i 
n iliii'tisi' 1 
1 'oiied, j 
I dn.m 
CVnir.il .■ 

HI ? 
June K\ 

iln* sj 
Vvm v 

M:.»\ b.Ut 
Him? 

1 ik.uia 

M*ti iJltfjt 

l- A 


Siln Suu K 


■ . i, 

< i,.. 


I r.-.., I* :;... 

: I 1 "* 1 ■ 

'Ik. 

irS'' 'V- i.,,'.’ 

•Sin I'',.., 

» . "'In . 


\\ !\ . 
'■ ‘** fin. i 

li!}| 

: *:d.,. 

! ,, *’p.iiid 
‘''i **!i ,ii 




Most ot the parties at the ’X| 
talks believe the UDP and W’ ! > i.i 
PUP have played a cnidalw ■‘k-fj,,. M **i i ; , 
part in restraining loyalist v> 


militants in the face of JRA 
violence and that expulsion 
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cians’ influence with guer- 
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People attend a mass In St. Sava Temple in the centre of the Yugoslav capital, Belgrade, Sunday. More than 300,000 
people marched through city to the Temple of St Sava, patron saint of education, on whose holy day the ceremony 
was held. The march was called by the powerful Serbian Orthodox Church, which is now siding with the demon- 
strators in their protests against election fraud ( Reuter photo) 

Hundreds of thousands join church march in Serbia 


BELGRADE fR) — More than 300.000 people filed 
solemnly through central Belgrade Monday in a march 
called by the powerful Serbian Orthodox Church, which is 
now siding with demonstrators in their protests against 
election fraud. 

Witnesses said the march was the biggest since half a mil- 
lion people turned out on Orthodox New Year’s Eve two 
weeks ago and showed support still ran strong for the pro- 
democracy movement after more than two months of 
protests. 

Earlier, police withdrew a cordon blocking student pro- 
democracy demonstrators who had held a non-stop rally for 
eight days in a test of will with the authorities. 

Patriarch Pavle, who is in his 80s, led the church proces- 
sion flanked by about 20 priests chanting Orthodox hymns 
and carrying a banner of Saint Sava, patron saint of educa- 
tion, on whose holy day the march was held. 

The witnesses said the march, which swelled rapidly in 
size, began at 7:30 a.m. (0630 GMT) at the Serbian 
Orthodox cathedral and made its way quietly through 
sunny, early morning streets to the Saint Sava Temple about 
3 kilometres away. 

Patriarch Pavle and the other priests celebrated mass for a 
crowd that continued to grow, jamming the church and the 
streets outside. 

Police, who have clubbed demonstrators in recent days as 
the protests have dragged into a 10th week, kept their dis- 
tance. 

-MlW Gftfh'pdoxlehurch, which backed Serbian nationalist 
war aimsxiuring 'the Yugoslav conflict, stayed silent for 
weeks- while pro-democracy protests swept Serbia. But 
Patriarch Pavle blessed student protesters at a rally last 
week and said he would lead his flock in the Saint Sava Day 
procession. 

Once police had withdrawn their cordon during the night 
some 50,000 students and supporters swept triumphantly 
Through the city in a boisterous, whistle-blowing march. 

“This is our great victory...I feel glorious and victorious,” 
said student Djordievie Todorovic. 

There were shouts of “let’s go for a walk” and “let’s go to 
Dedinje” — a reference to the Belgrade neighbourhood 
where President Slobodan Milosevic lives, as the students 
marched. 

At the head of one column, marchers carried two Serbian 
flags, a statue of Jesus Christ and a candle. 

The students later linked up with the church procession 
and student organisers served as orderlies for crowd control 
while traffic policemen looked on. 

The church's involvement stepped up the pressure on Mr. 
Milosevic to acknowledge victories by die opposition Zajedno 
(Together) Coalition in municipal elections last November. 

The opposition victories in 14 cities, including the capital 
Belgrade, were annulled by the government, but Mr. 
Milosevic has been under strong pressure from the West to 
reinstate them. 

The peaceful atmosphere of both marches Monday was in 


contrast to clashes that have erupted in recent days as tem- 
pers flared after 10 weeks of protests. 

On Sunday, riot police charged protesters in central 
Belgrade. The demonstrators ran from the police cordon 
and no major violence was reported. 

The opposition also planned a march later Monday to 
include a tour of the city's churches. 

Since Thursday the Socialists had loosened the leash on 
riot police wearied by round-the-clock duty in the winter 
cold. 

The police pummelled protesters, including women and 
children, blocking roads in several cities. Seven people 
were injured. 

Opposition leaders told a rally Sunday police beatings 
would fail to defuse popular discontent against Mr. 
Milosevic’s authoritarian rule. 

Meanwhile opposition officials took over at city hall in 
Nis Monday in a transfer of power ceremony largely boy- 
cotted by the Socialist Party of Serbian President 
Milosevic. 

The inaugural session of the new city council was for- 
mally opened by the sole Socialist Party (SPS) member pre- 
sent, Bozidor Bozovic, who apologised for the absence of 
the outgoing Nis mayor. 

Democratic Party leader Zoran Djindjic, an opposition 
leader, told the new council: “You now have a heavy 
responsibility on your shoulders. You must create a model 
of democratic power and fight against .coiruptipr” 

“Nis in the soriflTis tb?. country’s seqttyd.laigesV clfy^wtth, 
some 300,000 inhabitants, and its fate in Serbia’s political- 
crisis has been the subject of a dizzying array of rulings and 
counter-rulings since the Nov. 1 7 local elections. 

The local -electoral commission first said the Socialists, 
who are former Communists, won in Nis. It then reversed 
itself and said the opposition won. The Socialists then 
appealed, but on Jan. 17 a court upheld the opposition vic- 
tory. 

Nis is among 14 towns and cities where the opposition 
won but the government initially annulled the results. 

Under pressure from the international community and 
facing more than two months of street protests at home, the 
regime has now acknowledged defeat in five of the 14 but 
refused to relinquish the top prize, the city assembly in 
Belgrade. 

Nis, formerly considered an SPS stronghold, had been 
under the uninterrupted control of the ruling Communists, 
then Socialists, in Belgrade for 50 years. 

Mr. Djindjic said: “Your powers are not very extensive, 
but you must show that this country needs to be decen- 
tralised.” 

The city's Orthodox bishop blessed the new city council, 
asking it to “return dignity and honour to the people of this 
city.” 

Monsignor Irinej said: “Your predecessors left little 
behind them. No one expects miracles, but the people 
expect good will and honesty from you.” 


Jakarta fire destroys hundreds of shops 


JAKARTA (AFP) — A fire 
in central Jakarta Monday 
destroyed hundreds of 
shops in a commercial cen- 
tre and raged unchecked for 
several hours because emer- 
gency exits were padlocked, 
firefighters said. 

The fire in the busy shop- 
ping and office district start- 
ed before dawn, according 
to police, and smoke was 
still billowing from the 
four-storey harco building 
around midday. 

No casualties were repor- 
ted but police were investi- 


gating the blaze. Several 
witnesses were being ques- 
tioned, according to Captain 
Edwart Syah Pemoog of 
Central Jakarta Police. 

Security staff said no-one 
was in the building at the 
time because the fire started 
so early in the morning. 

The state Antara News 
Agency reported the fire 
may have been sparked by a 
short-circuit on the second 
floor. 

Jakarta Fire Chief Suharso 
said there may have been a 
gas leak in a Kentucky 


Fried Chicken outlet in the 
building, the Suara Pemba- 
ruan daily reported. 

He said his department 
had problems containing 
the fire because some emer- 
gency exits were padlocked 
and nearby fire hydrants 
were not functioning. 

Tursandi Alwi, a deputy 
mayor of central Jakarta, 
said that if safety conditions 
were at fault for the delay in 
containing the fire, the man- 
agement of the Harco build- 
ing. Pt Gunung Sewu. must 
be' held responsible. 


The complex houses hun- 
dreds of stores, mostly tex- 
tile and shoe outlets, but 
there is also a branch of the 
Maiahari Department Store 
chain and the group’s cen- 
tral administrative office. 

A fire at a department 
store in the nearby city of 
Bogor last March claimed 
10 lives, according to offi- 
cials. Observers and witnes- 
ses said the toll was much 
higher. 

Emergency exits at the Bo- 
gor Department Store were 
bolted, delaying firefighters. 


Aung San Suu Kyi receives honorary U.S. degree 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Burmese democracy activist 
AungSan.Suu Kyi received 
her first U.S. honorary uni- 
versity degree Sunday in 
absentia* and in prepared 
remarks urged a boycott of 
companies doing business 
with .Burma’s military 

regime. 

Mrs, Suu Kyi was unable to 
receive the doctor of laws 
kgree in person at the Ame- 
rican university because she 
would be refused reentry into 
Banna, said her husband, 
Michael Aris, who accepted 
the honoiir on her behalf. 

Mr. Aris. a British scholar 
Of Tibet and Himalayan stu- 
*s at Oxford University, 
^aid he had not seen his wife 
ui more th.m a year. He then 
read her prepared commence- 


ment address to more than 
400 graduating students, their 
families and friends, as well 
as her supporters who arrived 
from across the country for 
the event 

“You who are gathered here 
to celebrate the opening of 
doors of hope and opportuni- 
ty might wish to assist our 
fight for a Burma where 
young people can know the 
joys of hope and opportuni- 
ty,” Mrs. Suu Kyi said in the 
address read by Mr. Ans. 

In an impassioned plea for 
human rights, the 1991 win- 
ner of the Nobel Peace Prize 
called for her audience to 
stand up to repression and 
tyranny. 

‘Those of us who decided 
to work for democracy in 
Burma made our choice in 


the conviction that the danger 
of standing up for basic hu- 
man rights in a repressive so- 
ciety was preferable to the 
safety of a quiescent life in 
servitude," she wrote. 

The dissident blasted mul- 
tinational businesses’ in- 
vestment in Burma for sho- 
ring up the military regime, 
and urged a boycott. 

“Investment that only 
goes to enrich an already 
wealthy elite bent on mono- 
polising both economic and 
political power cannot con- 
tribute towards equality and 
justice, the foundation 
stones for a sound democra- 
cy,” Mrs. Suu Kyi wrote. 

“1 would therefore like to 
call upon those who have an 
interest in expanding their 
capacity for promoting in- 


tellectual freedom and hu- 
manitarian ideals to take a 
principled stand against 
companies which are doing 
business with the military 
regime of Burma. 

"Please use vour liberty to 
promote ours.” 

American University Pre- 
sident Benjamin Ladner, be- 
fore presenting a hood rep- 
resenting the degree to Mr. 
Aris, said she was being ho- 
noured for her distinguished 
life work. 

Mr. Ladner, addressing her 
directly as if she were pre- 
sent, noted the admiration of 
the Burmese people and 
international respect “for 
your personal courage, com- 
mitment to democracy and 
embodiment of humanitarian 
ideals” 


Algeria must sort out own 
problems, France insists 


PARIS (AFP) — Violence- 
wracked Algeria must sort 
out its own problems, pre- 
ferably by democratic 
means, France said Mon- 
day, rebuffing a call for 
Paris to take an internation- 
al lead over the unrest there. 

Foreign Minister Herve 
De Chare tie reiterated Pa- 
ris’ neutrality over its for- 
mer colony, where the latest 
upsurge of a violent civil 
war has left more than 200 
people dead in a few weeks. 

“The situation is a very 
serious one,” he said, deny- 
ing that a body like the 
Organisation for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe 
lOSCE) should become 
involved. 

“But as you know, Algeria 
is an independant country. 
And for the moment, we 
think it is the responsibility 
of the Algerian people. Al- 
gerian leaders to solve their 
own problems,” he said in 
Copenhagen. 

In Paris the French Fo- 
reign Mi ns try said it hoped 


upcoming legislative and 
local elections, due to be 
held before June, could help 
calm unresL 

“Like the Algerian people, 
we hope this process will 
lead to a genuine national 
reconciliation, as well as an 
end to violence,” said min- 
istry spokesman Yves Dout- 
riaux. 

They were responding to a 
demand by opposition So- 
cialist leader Lionel Jospin 
for France to get off the 
fence and do something 
about the conflict, sparked 
by the cancellation in 1992 
of elections which the fun- 
damentalist Islamic Salva- 
tion Front (FIS) was poised 
to win. 

“France must lift the ta- 
boo, it must not remain si- 
lent, nor give the impres- 
sion of unconditional sup- 
port for the Algerian re- 
gime” of President Liamine 
Zeroual, he told the daily 
Liberation. 

France has been accused 
bv some fundamentalist mi- 


litants of backing the Al- 
giers regime. A terror cam- 
paign in 1995 killed eight in 
France, w’hile a Paris bomb 
blast last month killed four. 

Mr. Jospin openly criti- 
cised the Algiers regime for 
some measures — and said 
other world leaders looked 
to France, the former colo- 
nial power in the North 
African country, to take the 
lead. 

“No one is doing anything 
(.about it) in Europe because 
France is not doing any- 
thing.” 

In Copenhagen, Mr. De 
Charette said the OSCE had 
no role to play in Algeria. 
Denmark currently holds 
the presidency of the pan- 
European security organisa- 
tion. 

T don’t think that the sit- 
uation in Algeria is in the 
field of competence of the 
OSCE.” he said. 

His spokesman in Paris 
echoed the call for Algeria 
to sort out its own prob- 
lems. "The Algerian people 


have Lhe main responsibili- 
ty,” he said. 

"Algeria is a sovereign 
state, resolving Algeria’s 
problems is for the Algerian 
people and not for the 
French." he added. 

In Algeria, more than 200 
people have been slaugh- 
tered since Islamic radicals 
fighting the Algiers regime 
vowed' io step up attacks 
during the Muslim Holy 
Month of Ramadan. 

An Islamic leader living 
in exile in France Monday 
accused the Algiers regime 
of being behind the latest 
massacres. 

"The military junta wants 
by these attacks to create a 
situation of psychosis 
among the people to push 
them to support it.” said 
said Lahlali. speaking as a 
senior figure in the now- 
banned FIS. 

“At the same time it is 
seeking to shock internatio- 
nal opinion, so that it main- 
tains its support,” he said in u 
statement released in Rennes. 


Clashes 
continue 
in eastern 
Zaire 

KISANGANI, Zaire (AFP) 
— Clashes involving artil- 
lery and air power are con- 
tinuing between Zairean 
government troops and re- 
bel forces along the River 
Osso in eastern Zaire, sour- 
ces said Monday. 

On Sunday, several heav- 
ily loaded Zairean fighter- 
bombers took off from Ki- 
sangani Airport to the front 
line, an AFP correspondent 
said. 

Sources on the ground, 
sad- two 800-strong, bri- 
gades were fighting on the 
rebel side against 1,000 
government soldiers being 
supplied from Kisangani. 

Medical sources said that 
about 15 wounded had 
been treated at Kisangani 
Hospital over the past two 
days, but the press has 
been barred from entering 
the hospital and a neigh- 
bouring clinic. 

Fighters have dug in on 
either side of the river, near 
a metal bridge that has 
been made all but impass- 
able by its exposure to 
gunfire. 

This front line has been 
in place nearly two weeks, 
since rebels backed by 
Rwandan and Ugandan 
soldiers attempted to at- 
tack the Amici Camp, 
which shelters some 
40,000 people. 

The rebels suspect the 
refugees include former 
Rwandan militia who were 
driven out of their country 
following the 1994 geno- 
cide. 

Witnesses reported a 
stream of weapons and am- 
munition, notably 120 mm 
rocket launchers for moun- 
ting onto vehicles, arriving 
at Kisangani Airport. 

All the arms are appar- 
ently being delivered to the 
front by air, with no mili- 
tary traffic seen on the road 
leading to the front, which 
is located halfway between 
Kisangani and the eastern 
border with Rwanda some 
500 kilometres away. 

Flights have been ongo- 
ing since late last week, 
with civilians denied ac- 
cess to the improvised air- 
port near the Amici Camp. 

Gazelle or Puma helicop- 
ters — delivered by France 
before a European anus 
embargo was imposed in 
1994 — are frequently seen 
flying over Kisangani. 

Meanwhile, the Zairean 
press united to condemn 
Western reports that Kinsha- 
sa was using foreign merce- 
naries. accusing the West of 
“hypocrisy” in ignoring the 
alleged use of Rwandan, 
Burundian and Ugandan 
troops by the rebels. 

Belgian mercenary Chris- 
tian Taverniers said that 
some 280 European soldiers 
of fortune, equipped with 
combat helicopters, were 
preparing to help the Zair- 
ean army recapture territory 
seized by the rebels. 


Lebed says Russians will 
soon see Yeltsin unfit to rule 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Rus- 
sian presidential hopeful 
and former National Secu- 
rity Chief Alexander Lebed 
said in an interview Mon- 
day that people would rea- 
lise “within two months 
maximum” that President 
Boris Yeltsin was no longer 
capable of fulfilling nis 
duties. 

“Within two months max- 
imum this will be perfectly 
clear to everyone, including 
the most optimistic." Gen. 
Lebed told the weekly No- 
vaya Gazeta. 

For the past few weeks 
Gen. Lebed, who came 
third in the first round of 
the June-July, presidential 
elections, has been calling 
for Mr. Yeltsin to resign on 
health grounds. 

Mr. Yeltsin co-opted Gen. 
Lebed after the first round. 


appointing him secretary of 
the Security Council, but 
sacked him in October after 
the abrasive, plain-speaking 
ex-general fell foul of Mr. 
Yeltsin’s team. 

Mr. Lebed reiterated his 
demand that the presiden- 
tial constitution, pushed 
through by Mr. Yeltsin in 
1993, be revised. 

“Russia must be changed 
from an ultra-presidential 
republic into a presidential- 
parliamentary republic.” 
said Gen. Lebed, stressing 
that even a healthy presi- 
dent could not fulfil all the 
duties incumbent on him 
according to the constitu- 
tion. 

Gen. Lebed, the most po- 
pular politician in Russia 
according to recent opinion 
polls, said his main rival in 
the next presidential elec- 


tions would be Moscow 
Mayor Yuri Luzhkov. 

He dismissed the chances 
of Prime Minister Viktor 
Chernomyrdin, who was 
briefly acting president 
while Mr. Yeltsin was un- 
dergoing heart surgery last 
November. 

“He (Chernomyrdin ) is 
worn-out stuff. He is just 
being kept on as a scapegoat, 
so that he can be blamed 
when the system collapses." 
Gen. Lebed said. 

He vowed that if elected, 
he would first take steps to 
revive the economy. 

“All the barriers should 
be lifted to repatriate Rdk- 
sia’s national, wealth,” he 
said, adding that some $260 
billion had left the country 
since the collapse of the 
Soviet Union in December 
1991. 


U.S.-Russia relations are not 
based on Yeltsin — Albright 


WASHINGTON (R) — Se- 
cretary of State Madeleine 
Albright said Sunday that 
U.S. ties with Russia’s gov- 
ernment are not dependent 
on ailing President Boris 
Yeltsin. 

She said on NBC’s Meet 
The Press that a planned 
meeting between President 
Bill Clinton and Mr. Yeltsin 
in March in the United 
States was still expected to 
take place but no exact time 
or place has been arranged. 

Ms. Albright said the 
Clinton administration was 
closely monitoring Mr. Yel- 
tsin’s progress. 

“So while we really wish 
Boris Yeltsin well and we 
have a very good relation- 
ship with him. it’s impor- 
tant that people understand 


that our relationships with 
Russia are based on where 
they’re going, other people 
in the government, and the 
possibility that we will be 
able to work better and bet- 
ter together,” she said. 

The new secretary of state 
said the immediate focus is 
on a February meeting bet- 
ween Vice President AI 
Gore and Prime Minister 
Viktor Chernomyrdin. 

Mr. Yeltsin is recovering 
from double pneumonia, 
which struck him earlier 
this month just two weeks 
after he returned to the 
Kremlin after undergoing 
heart surgery. 

“The Yeltsin -Chernomyr- 
din government is one that 
is on the right track, and we 
are working with them,” she 


said. 

She declined to comment 
on attempts to oust Mr. 
Yeltsin in the Duma, the 
Russian parliament 

“Well, I think the issue 
here is — I'm not going to 
get involved in Russian 
internal politics. The issue 
is that Russia needs to stay 
on the right track in terms 
of democratic principles 
and moving towards market 
reform, and we will do 
everything we can fo work 
with them to make sure that 
that happens," Ms. Albright 
said. 

Mr. Yeltsin, reelected last 
July, was out of the Kremlin 
for most of the second half 
of 1996 with heart prob- 
lems. and he had a bypass 
operation on Nov. 5. 


Yeltsin working on papers , no 
meetings scheduled — Kremlin 


MOSCOW (R) — Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin was 
working on papers but had 
no official meetings sched- 
uled for Monday at the state 
residence where he is con- 
valescing from pneumonia, 
the Kremlin said. 

“The president is working 
on documents.” a spokes- 
man for the Presidential 
Press Service said. 

The spokesman said he 
had no new details about 
the 65-year-old president's 
state of health, one week 


after he left hospital follow- 
ing 12 days of treatment for 
pneumonia. 

Mr. Yeltsin, recovering at 
the Gorky-9 residence out- 
side Moscow, was expected 
to have several meetings 
this week but none was 
scheduled for Monday, said 
the spokesman. 

Russian Television has 
shown no new footage of Mr. 
Yeltsin for three weeks, a 
longer gap even than the 15 
days between the heart surgery 
he underwent on Nov. 5 and 


his first television appearance 
after the operation. 

Mr. Yeltsin’s political 
opponents have called for 
his removal for health rea- 
sons. but the Kremlin has 
dismissed the demands. 

Presidential Press Secre- 
tary Sergei Yascrzhembsky 
said Friday Mr. Yeltsin had 
not yet completed his 
recovery from pneumonia 
but was keen to return to 
full work and did not intend 
to scrap several planned 
foreign trips. 


Filipino rebels, government sign truce 


SULTAN KUDARAT, Phi- 
lippines (AFP) — Philip- 
pine Muslim guerrillas 
Monday agreed to a cease- 
fire to end week-long clash- 
es which have killed more 
than 40 people in a southern 
town. 

The military and the Mora 
Islamic Liberation Front 
(MILF) units involved in 
the clashes in Buldon will 


maintain an “as is. where 
is” position, enabling Ma- 
yor Macarampat Manalao 
to return to office, said ar- 
my Major General Joselin 
Nazareno, who signed the 
ceasefire document. 

The week of fighting 
claimed Lhe lives of 40 
MILF rebels and six sol- 
diers, according to military 
estimates, but the MILF 


said it had killed 90 soldiers 
and damaged seven ar- 
moured personnel carriers 
of Lhe army. 

The clashes began on Jan. 
16 when Mr. Manalao was 
ambushed by rebel units. 
He was declared mayor in 
1995 but was prevented 
from assuming his post by 
warring political factions 
and threats from the rebels. 
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Unfinished business 


PARLIAMENT ENDORSEMENT Sunday of the 
one-person, one-vote formula should not bar the 
rectification of other features of the existing 
Election Law. The formula as such is a positive 
one. But we cannot adopt one positive element for 
conducting national elections and disregard other 
complementary corrections without which the 
one-person, one-vote system would remain lack- 
ing and incomplete. That’s why many people 
remain unsatisfied with what the Lower House 
had agreed on on Sunday. 

Prime Minister Abdul Karim Kabarid has con- 
ceded during the parliamentary debate on the 
subject that the country must still aim at articu- 
lating a new and modern election law that would 
address other major issues such as proportional 
representation and quotas system for women, 
religious and ethnic minorities. But this admis- 
sion alone would not diminish the valid criticism 
that patching up one aspect of the legislation 
without addressing the other faulty aspects of the 
law would otherwise turn a good step into one of 
public concern. Instead of just promising to 
examine the other remaining dimensions of the 
law, the government should at least commit itself 
more effectively to a timetable for finishing the 
unfinished work. This clearer commitment is ren- 
dered all the more pressing and necessary 
because the parliamentary debate on the issue 
was both heated and acrimonious even though at 
the end of the day the adoption of the 1993 tem- 
porary legislation was attained by a vote, of 51 
votes ftrand 21. against. ... . olui ; 

The.piqture that emerged from Simday’s^esgion 
suggests that the country is sufficiently divided on 
how best to carry out future parliamentary elec- 
tions as to warrant more a forceful commitment 
to legislate into a law “modern election princi- 
ples” that satisfy the country's quest for a more 
advanced form of democracy. Since parliamen- 
tary elections are scheduled to take place in 
November, there is ample time left to search for a 
national consensus on the remaining aspects of 
the law. Perhaps the most important aspect gov- 
erning the November elections is, as the prime 
minister noted, the realignment of the electoral 
constituencies in a way that would give full mean- 
ing to the formula of one-person, one-vote. 
Fortunately this single aspect does not require a 
formal amendment to the law. According to the 
law itself the division of the country into con- 
stituencies requires only an administrative deci- 
sion by the government 

Much of the work for the achievement of that 
goal, therefore, depends on the prime minister. 
We are hopeful that by summer a new formula 
will be worked out that would be satisfactory to 
all political groups in the country. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


PARLIAMENT ENDORSEMENT of the election law 
was the subject of A1 Ra’i editorial on Monday. It said 
that by endorsing the law, following a lengthy debate, 
parliament has contributed to deepening the democrat- 
ic practice in the country. The newspaper said that the 
arguments brought by the opposition, the government 
and (he rest of the deputies are a striking example of a 
democratic process that, at the end of the day. resorts to 
voting as a civilised and modem method of ensuring 
the rule of the majority. It said that the prime minister's 
emphasis that the right to oppose the law was as sacred 
as the right to endorse it was a clear indication that the 
government is committed to upholding the principles of 
democracy. It noted that the prime minister, while 
insisting on the central concept of the law — the one- 
person. one-vole — did however admit that other 
aspects of the law could be amended to make it a more 
advanced legislation. The newspaper also noted that 
articles in the law dealing with the number of con- 
stituencies. the quota system, the voting process, can all 
be still considered when all the political spectrum 
enters into dialogue over the formulation of a new law. 


AL DUSTOUR daily meanwhile commented on the 
joint document that the Israeli Labour and Likud parries 
agreed on this week, spelling out their common vision 
for a final solution to the Palestinian problem. The 
newspaper said it saw in the document a new hurdle 
placed in the path of a just and lasting peace. Israel 
cannot debate the fate of the Palestinian with itself, the 
paper said. It reminded its readers that the current 
Middle East peace talks are not based on political con- 
sensus in Israel, but rather on the Security Council res- 
olutions 242 and 338. on the principles that govern rhe 
Madrid conference, on American letters of assurances 
and on international legitimacy. It concluded that the 
Labour-Likud document is of no value since it is only a 
one-sided view of how the Palestinian-Israeli conflict 
could be solved. 


The View from the Fourth Circle 


By Rami G. Khouri 


millennium 



or expropriating history ? 



THE COMMEMORATION of the millennium — the end 
of 1999 and the start of the year 2000 — has started in 
many pans of North America and Western Europe (where 
it assumes a strong ideological/cultural dimension) and to 
a lesser extent in Israel (where the religious/culmral/tourist 
angle predominates). Most of the rest of the world appears 
to be watching or reading about it in those venerable 
organs of contemporary Western culture — Time, 
Newsweek and the EconomisL 

The advent of the 
of being taken hostage 
who wish to claim 
umphalist celebration of their own heritage and ideology. 
As we approach what will be the most dramatic moment of 
modem world history ( matched only by the landing of the 
first human being on the moon), it is both shocking and sad 
that Arab/Islamic peoples and cultures are so absent from 
the whole millennial enterprise. 

I fear that the West, and perhaps Israel as well, will try to 
transform the full historical and moral breadth of the last 
2000 years into a cheering exercise for the post- 
Enlightenment legacy of Western-style democracy, seen 
primarily through a lens of Judaeo-Christian traditions. An 
early and influential indication of this approach to the mil- 
lennium is a small book entitled “On the Eve of the 
Millennium," published recently by the distinguished Irish 
statesman and writer Conor Cruise O'Brien, in which he 
offers an intriguing mix of sparkling wisdom and frighten- 
ing ignorance. 

On the wisdom front, he makes some important points; 
the most interesting, in my view, was that Western democ- 
racy may be threatened by an “inherent weakness: the ten- 
dency to produce... leaders who are specialists in winning 
popularity contests... . Democracy is turning into a series 
of plebiscites, over which the spin doctor is king... . There 
is a tragic paradox here in that the forms which freedom of 
expression is taking in the late twentieth century are begin- 
ning to threaten democracy itself: the only tradition that 
permits freedom of expression.” 

In the ignorance department, he argues that the making 
of common cause between official Catholicism and funda- 
mentalist Islam — what he calls the Alliance for the 
Repeal of the Enlightenment — threatens the future of the 
Enlightenment, which he understands as “comprehending 
also, within itself, the future of democracy, freedom of 
expression, and the rule of law.” 

The rule of law, he reminds us, “is anterior to the 
Enlightenment... Magna Carta dates from the thirteenth 
century, not the eighteenth.” He adds that “the rule of 
Islamic law — the Shari’a — operates, wherever and how- 
ever it is enforced, to the exclusion of practices based on 
Enlightenment values” and. he also adds, “Islamic funda- 
mentalists... are also addicted to what the decadent West 
describes as terrorism.” 

I mention' these points of Mr O’Brien' primarily 'to show 


going with such a confused Euro-centric combination of 
intellectual triumphalism, cultural arrogance, historical 
selectivity and religious nonsense, what will we have to 
put up with when less enlightened people join the discus-, 
sion? 

My criticism of .nuDeonial perspectives such as Mr 
O’Brien's is that they are fun damentaUy .colonial in a ret- 
rospective way. They reflect the belief that die 
Enlightenment in Europe was the defining moment of 


The central emphasis that Islam has always placed on the 
concept of justice, for example, in both personal morality 
and the quality of public governance, should be a strong 
link in the chain of values across the millennial sweep. It 
is reflected also in the following famous Sasanian saying 
from pre-Islamic times, known as the “circle of power , 
which was repeatedly mentioned by mediaeval Arab and 
Muslim think. is: “There is no kingdom without an army, 
no army without wealth, no wealth without material pros- 


of the Enlightenment, but I am not so blinded by its glam- 
our that I lose sight of the approximately 4,500 years of 
history in the wider Mediterranean basin (especially in the 
Middle East) that fed into, gave birth to, and culminated in 
the European Enlightenment and other associated splen- 
dours. 


societies, where the laws themselves have been shaped and 
tempered by centuries of Enlightenment values, the rule of 
law, associated as it is in these societies with democracy, 
freedom of expression, and market freedom, is inseparable 
from the general heritage of the Enlightenment.” _ 
Markets, material progress and the rule of law, it seems, 
have been associated with one another for a very long 
rime. The central and repeated emphasis on justice in 
Middle Eastern AraMslamic, Christian and Jewish tradi- 


“If there is a single , overarching tions should prompt us and our colleagues in the West to 
thxrrno tn tho ontiro cm toon tho In at see the millennium for what it really is: a milestone on a 

tneme to trie entire sweep OJ the last lon ^ 0 j d road characterised by profound moral and 
2,000 years, ~ J 


neither 


it is 

Enlightenment values nor even 
Magna Carta legacies ; rather, it is 
the wider, older and more enduring 
tradition of trans-Mediterranean 


cultural relationships among the civilisations to the north, 
east and south of die Mediterranean Sea. 

As Patricia Springborg and other scholars have suggest- 
ed, modem Western democracies and their classical prede- 
cessors owe important conceptual debts to ancient. 
Oriental traditions that must have influenced concepts of 
kingship, governance and personal rights in the West. A 


cultural interaction that has bound 


Europe and the Middle East togeth- 
er in a symbiotic relationship that 
has enriched both . " 


If there is a single, overarching theme to the entire sweep 
of the last 2,000 years, it is neither Enlightenment values 
nor even Magna Carta legacies: rather, it is the wider, older 
and more enduring tradition of trans-Mediterranean cultur- 
al interaction that has bound Europe and the Middle East 
together in a symbiotic relationship that has enriched both. 


in the third millennium BC (nearly 3,000 years before we 
even started this millennial moment); the stress on person- 
al, contractual and legal rights of individuals in the assort- 
ed Mesopotamian laws of the second and third millennia 
BC, including the Hammurabi Code of the early second 
mill ennium and the Ur-Namrau Code of 2050 BC; evi- 
dence for representative councils in ancient Sumer and 
Egypt, and a bicameral legislature in Sippar after 1894 
BC; and, the first documented use of the word “freedom” 
in Lag ash (southern Iraq today), in a reform document 
dated around 2350 BC. 

This suggests to me that the millennium of the past 2.000 
years should be celebrated with the ideological honesty, 
nationalistic humility and chronological comprehensive- 


The ancient Middle East, the Greco-Roman world . and 
modem Europe afebOund : together by principles of partic-’ nesS that it rightly deserves, in view of its vast sweep of 
ipatory or representative governance, personal rights and peoples and places. The millennium should not be an intel- 


the rule of law that are most impressive precisely because 
they are so old and have travelled such a long journey 
amongst the cultures of this ancient Mediterranean basin. 
Many books have been written about the contributions of 


ancient Oriental (Levantine, Mesopotamian, Egyptian) 

________ -VaKtes To -tfifc- 'Classical world, andr'SiibS 

the dangers that 1 will fbice r£i'\yfe’ gefccflbsef ttl'tiifi ne^ ;n w6ftHT'rtfl5 ,, ifF F; 
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lectual freak show for s tressed-out Westerners who have 
overdosed on secularism, nationalism, individualism and 
materialism; rather, it should be a celebration of the uni- 
versality and cross-cultural interdependence of the human 
family and its many common values, 
the^- 'ZTbt &kdfie. of the Arib/Isfei!^ world and other-parts of 
g and^"tefe' 1 0^1o^m^Sfid l tfi , 5houldt^^ke up Hhdneagage Hn-ffiis 


rriillefirtiiira. If an'UwaysJ^ti^ui^ classical ttansnn^ to 

man such as Conor Cruise O'Brien gets the discussion Europe to spark the Renaissance and the Enlightenment, their history expropriated or obliterated by the West 


Building on tradition means 
change is not an end in itself 


By Dr. Reinhard 
K. Sprenger 


IT IS a well-known fact 
that the prime function of 
management is to disturb 
all the other workers. 
Naturally, this noble activ- 
ity is always in the service 
of such worthy causes as 
“deployment of strategy," 
“bringing about change." 
or “restructuring.” Thus 
change becomes an end in 
itself; the transition from 
fixed to flexible structures 
a sacred mission. 
Traditional hierarchies are 
replaced by networking: 
and knowledge by learn- 
ing. In short, an overblown 
reason is anxious to make 
its case before the court of 
history. In the dock — the 
much reviled status quo. 

In a climate dominated 
by the ubiquitous demand 
for change, fewer and 
fewer havens of corporate 
life are spared the cold 
wind of this new reality. 
Increasingly subject to an 
all-pervading scrutiny, the 
employee is confronted 
with an ever-growing 
clamour; “Justify your- 
self!" Given the context, it 
is legitimate to consider 
the possibility of life with- 
out management. Work 
processes would then flow 
in a natural, self-regulating 
manner. But would they be 
better or worse? And how 
would this be measured? 
In many ways, manage- 
ment is the very source of 
the crisis that it attempts to 
master. 

“Lean Management," for 
example: the very incarna- 
tion of an anorexic corpo- 
rate culture where the 
entire workforce is forti- 
fied on substances 
designed to curb their 
appetites. The accepted 
wisdom here is that a 
reduction of the w orkforce 
is directly proportional to a 
reduction of the problem, a 


proposition which, pur- 
sued ad absurdum yields 
truisms of the calibre: 
“Once we’ve shut down 
the business completely, 
we’ll be left with no costs 
whatsoever.” 

“Team Spirit,” for exam- 
ple: the siren call of 
‘Teamwork!” is uttered by 
those whose careers owe 
little to the cultivation of 
this talent. Indeed, the hot- 
house atmosphere of com- 
petition within corporate 
structures makes it practi- 
cally obscene to call for 
trust in the idea of team- 
work. In such a competi- 
tive climate, the truth is 
that the only thing that 
interests me about my col- 
league is whether or not he 
fails. Trust and competi- 
tion are mutually exclu- 
sive. 

“Entrepreneurship,” for 
example: “Be an entrepre- 
neur!” cry employees 
whose very success is par- 
asitic upon the inability of 
their colleagues to get 
themselves ~ organised; 
employees who nonethe- 
less demand behavioural 
changes from people who 
have lingered 20 years 
within an enterprise pre- 
cisely because they are not 
entrepreneurs. As it is, 
many already over-regu- 
lated companies would fail 
to cope with the extra 
administration entrepre- 
neurship would bring. 

The lament of those 
apostles of reengineering. 
Hammer and Champy. that 
the failure of their theory 
be down to an insufficient- 
ly radical will to put it into 
practice is, one may 
assume, a joke. Should 
practice be made to suffer 
for its inability to har- 
monise with theory? 
Happily, within the major- 
ity of companies there 
exists an extremely loyal 
and intelligent will to 
repair the effects wreaked 


by increasingly short-lived 
management methods. The 
way in which a species of 
constructive disobedience, 
working from below, still 
conspires to create some- 
thing sensible from such 
methods is a minor art in 
itself. Imagine what would 
happen if people were to 
set about actually putting 
into practice the nonsense 
crammed into them by the 
advocates of this funda- 
mental mobilisation! 


“ Tradition is 
valid not 

because it has 
proved to be 
right, but 
because we 
cannot do with- 
out it” 


Innovation requires tra- 
dition, the future needs the 
past. Hermann Liibbe has 
formulated the essential 
point here: “Tradition is 
valid not because it has 
proved to be right, but 
because we cannot do 
without it" People remain 
dependent upon tradition; 
thus, a certain persistence 
of the habitual is unavoid- 
able. 

Moreover, this is also 
why the age of ever accel- 
erating change also 
remains one of compensa- 
tion. Permanent change is 
merely the latest instal- 
ment, using different 
means, of the return of the 
same: a Neo-Taylorism, 
deployed along horizontal 


process chains, and calling 
itself reengineering. Each 
call to “Change Yourself!” 
implies a devaluation of 
the old. On this ground 
alone, one cannot demand 
that someone deviate from 
what is customary. Just as 
people cannot be “brought 
up" to be free, because 
upbringing always presup- 
poses the withdrawal of 
freedom, it is impossible 
to motivate them to do that 
which should be done of 
one’s own free will. If any- 
thing really needs to be 
changed here, it is to dis- 
mantle the constraints that 
hinder responsibility from 
being freely assumed. 

People learn very slowly, 
if at all. Beneath the 
behavioural surface is a 
bedrock of personal traits, 
basic attitudes and mental 
programming, all endowed 
with enormous inertia. 

The desire to change 
people — management’s 
favourite game — is there- 
fore an unpromising ven- 
ture. It proceeds according 
to the absurd motto: ‘‘You 
have to change in order to 
make things better for 
me.” But people are not 
trivial machines to be 
manipulated at the touch 
of a button. They only 
change when they want to 
do so. This does not neces- 
sarily exclude any devel- 
opment. The important 
thing to remember, howev- 
er, is that relationships 
function between people 
as they are. and not as they 
should be. 


Dr. Reinhard AL Sprenger 
is a corporate consultant 
and author of the book 
Prinzip 

S elbstverantwortung ” 

(The Principle of 
Individual Responsibility). 
This article is reprinted 
from the New World maga- 
zine. 


LETTERS 


Metaphysics, 
not mathematics 


To the Editor: 


I WAS pleased to find out from Ramy Tadros’ letter 
“Missed point on lost money” (Jordan Times, Jan. 22, 
1997). which came in answer to the article I had writ- 
ten six days before. “The ricochet theory of history" 
that the Jordan Tunes is read in Harvard. However, I 
have to stress that it is not I. but he, who misses the 
point. I am not talking about an accounting error but 
suggesting a paradigmatic shift in perception of the 
Palestine-Israel conflict, less mathematical than meta- 
physical. a breaking of the shards .which I call ricochet. 

Oddly enough, some of the most rabid Jewish racists, 
like American Rabbi Meir Kahane, were personally 
untouched by the Holocaust, while some who suffered 
directly and horribly, like Professor Israel Shahak, res- 
cued nearly dead from an extermination camp at 14 
years of age by the Allies, has been, since 1967, a tire- 
less champion of Palestinian rights. Another proof of 
the ricochet theory of history! 

I recommend that Mr. Tadros read some of the books 
I mentioned in my article. Roberta Strauss Feuerlicht 
quotes a New York rabbi who infuriated his congrega- 
tion by telling them they had made kitsch of the 
Holocuast and that, if the six million were to come 
back to life tomorrow, his wealthy flock would not 
even invite them home to dinner. She also says it was 

rh! 5^ and l COU P of ^ centUf y that the Jews took 
the land from the Arabs and then presented themselves 
o the worid as victims. Perhaps this is why Time-Life, 
which published her brilliant book, “The* Fate of the 
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Dr - A. Clare Brandabur, 
English Department, 
A1 Isra University. 
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Jordan limes, Tuesday, January 28, 1997 


Multimedia presentation highlights U.N. 
compensation commission’s activities 


NEW YORK (UNIS) — A 
multimedia presentation on 
the first five years of the 
work of tiie United Nations 
Compensation Commission 
was made to the press Fri- 
day by the president of the 
governing council of the 
commission. Ambassador 
Goncalo de Santa Clara 
Gomes of Portugal. The 
CD-ROM, produced by die 
commission’s secretariat, 
had earlier been shown to 
members of the Security 
Council. 

The United Nations Com- 
pensation Commission and 
the United Nations Com- 
pensation Fund were estab- 
lished by Security Council 
Resolution 692 (1991). The 
mandate of the commission 
is to administer the fund for 
the payment of compensa- 
tion for “any direct loss, 
damage, including environ- 
mental damage and the 
depletion of natural 
resources, or injury to for- 
eign governments, nation- 
als and corporations, as a 
result of Iraq’s unlawful 
invasion and occupation of 
Kuwait.” The fund was to 
receive up to 30 per cent of 
Iraqi oil exports to pay for 
the claims. The compensa- 
tion commission, a sub- 
sidiary body of the Security 
Council, has three organs: 
The governing council, six 
panels of commissioners 
and the secretariat. 

According to the narrative 
which accompanied the 
video presentation, the gov- 


erning council had so far 
approved 36 decisions — 
all by consensus. 

Upon request, the plenary 
sessions of the governing 
council are open to partici- 
pation by states that are not 
its members. Government 
representatives of Kuwait 
and Iraq have addressed 
every single session of the 
council. Representatives of 
12 other governments have 
also participated in its 
meetings since 1991. The 
panels of commissioners 
examine the cl aims submit- 
ted to them by the secretari- 
at in instalments and rec- 
ommend compensation 
awards to the governing 
council. The commission- 
ers are chosen from among 
renowned international 
jurists and other profession- 
als and included former 
presidents and judges of the 
International Court of Jus- 
tice, members of the 
International Law Commis- 
sion and former ministers 
of justice. They also 
include human rights 
experts, international arbi- 
trations, law professors, 
accountants and loss 
adjusters. 

The narrative states that 
the United Nations Com- 
pensation Fund, like other 
United Nations funds, is 
administered by the secre- 
tary-general. Although the 
ori ginal projected estimate 
of resources for the fund 
was 56 billion per year, as 
of today, the fund had not 


received any revenue. The 
entire compensation opera- 
tion had been funded so far 
from voluntary contribu- 
tions and the transfer of 
Iraqi oil-originated frozen 
funds to the United 
Nations. The implementa- 
tion of Resolution 986 
(1995) on the “oil-for-food” 
formula should give the 
commission no less than 
$100 million. The 1991 
secretariat project estimates 
of $2 million in claims had 
been exceeded and as die 
filing deadline elapsed, die 
figure had reached $2.6 
million. The asserted value 
of the claims — amount 
sought by claimants — 
totalled $200 billion. 

The governing council 
has established six cate- 
gories of claims covering 
departure from Iraq or 
Kuwait, serious personal 
injury or death, losses 
below and above $100,000, 
as well as the claims of cor- 
porations, governments and 
international organisations. 
By December 1995, more 
than 2.6 million claims cov- 
ering all six categories had 
been received from nearly 
100 countries. 

Category “A”, “B” and 
“C” claims bad been given 
priority by the commission 
because of their humanitar- 
ian nature. Category “A" 
claims were those for 
departure- from Iraq or 
Kuwait To be entided to a 
fixed amount of compensa- 
tion under it claimants 


need to show that they had 
left Iraq or Kuwait between 
Aug. 2, 1990 and March 2, 
1991. More than 950,000 
category “A” claims had 
been submitted on behalf of 
nationals of 86 countries, 
according to the narrative. 
The commission had 
processed and approved for 
payment in five instalments 
over 785,000 category “A” 
claims for more than $2.8 
billioo. 

Category' “B” claims, 
dealing with serious per- 
sonal injuries or death, and 
totalling 6,265, had been 
submitted by 49 countries 
and 3 international organi- 
sations. Processing of the 
claims ended in December 
1995 with total payments of 
$13,450,000 mad e to 
approximately 4,000 suc- 
cessful claimants. 

The narrative further stat- 
ed that moire than 430,000 
category X” claims, sub- 
mitted to the commission 
on behalf of 80 countries, 
covered individual claims 
for damages up to 
$100,000. The losses 
included inability to leave 
Iraq or Kuwait, personal 
property losses, losses of 
bank accounts, stocks and 
other securities, losses of 
income and unpaid salaries 
or support Nearly 65,000 
category X’ claims from 
71 countries and 2 
international organisation 
had been so far approved 
for payment of more than 
$476 million. 


According to the narra- 
tive, 1.2 million claims had 
been submitted on behalf of 
Egyptian citizens working 
in Iraq for the alleged non- 
transfer of remittances. The 
Kuwait Oil Company had 
submitted a claim for the 
alleged costs of extinguish- 
ing oil well fires. 

The narrative further stat- 
ed that the goal of the Unit- 
ed Nations Compensation 
Commission had. through- 
out its entire operation, 
been to perform its mission 
with independence, impar- 
tiality and objectivity. The 
commission was the largest 
and fastest compensation 
operation of its land. 
Unlike other programmes 
that took years to set up and 
start, the commission was 
established two-and-one- 
half months after the end of 
hostilities and reached full 
operational status two 
months later. In a little over 
three years, the first awards 
to claimants were issued 
and paid, the narrative stat- 
ed. Of the 2.6 million 
claims received, the com- 
mission would have 
resolved 2.4 million claims 
— all by individuals — by 
the end of 1996, it adds. 

Ambassador Santa Clara 
Gomes told the press that 
the presentation had been 
very well received by mem- 
bers of the Security Coun- 
cil. He told a questioner 
that authenticity of claims 
were verified by the panel 
of commissioners. Reply- 


ing to another question, he 
said that from savings made 
in its budget, the commis- 
sion had recently been able 
to pay claimants under cat- 
egory “B" more than $17 
million. It expected to be 
able to pay those under cat- 
egory “C” by the middle of 
February. 

Asked how much the 
Kuwait Oil Company 
would receive for the cost 
of extinguishing fires set to 
the oil wells, he said the 
company had presented a 
claim for $95 1 million, but 
the panel of commissioners 
had assessed a liability for 
$610 million. 

A correspondent said that 
the International Maritime 
Association had recently 
written to the commission 
for guidance on liability for 
sunken ships in the Gulf. 
He wondered whether the 
commission had replied to 
the association and, if so, 
what its response was. 
Ambassador Santa Clara 
Gomes said the issue was a 
“tricky problem” which did 
not fit into the commis- 
sion's mandate and would 
require “some coordination 
with the Security Council.” 

He told another corre- 
spondent that claims could 
be made for the damage 
caused by Iraqi “Scud” mis- 
sile attacks on Israel and 
Saudi Arabia. 


Survival of the unfittest — the end of evolution 


By Stuart Wavell 

IF A prehistoric man from 
25,000 years ago were 
,^nifacidOusly. ; transported . 
iit© Copenhagen zoo today, 
he would, be.sure of a. .big. 
surprise. Behind the bars 
of a Plexiglas cage is a 
mating pair of Homo sapi- 
ens, engaged for a three- 
week period in the mun- 
dane business of eating, 
sleeping and exercising 
before the public gaze. 
(Breeding is confined to 
after-zoo hours). 

Only one feature of this 
spectacle might impress 
our ancient forebear, who 
for convenience we shall 
call Anne: the modern 
male human, 35-year-old 
Henrik Lehmann, is a 
trained acrobat adept at 
escaping into the trees. In 
almost every other respect, 
the pair lack the most ele- 
mentary skills of survival. 
They cannot make 

weapons, they cannot hum 
any of the 250 animal 
species exhibited around 
them and they cannot cre- 
ate fire with sticks. So 
much for the lords of cre- 
ation. 

It has now become clear 
that primitive man 

achieved many more 
accomplishments than 
these and that he existed at 
a much higher level of 
sophistication than anyone 
was willing to admit. Per- 
haps the most telling 
redress of his brutish 
stereotype was the revela- 
tion at the British Associa- 
tion for the Advancement 
of Science that he used 
music to soothe his savage 
breast. 


Producing a bone flute 
dating from 24,000 years 
ago. Dr. Graeme Lawson, 
of the McDonald Institute 
for . .Archaeological 
^Research - at . : Cambridge*^ 
claimed that its owner, had ,*■ 
carved finger-holes to cre- 
ate nuances of pitch simi- 
lar to the blues. So ancient 
man gave birth to the 
blues, although his efforts 
probably lacked die basic 
12-bar chorus. 


race — had been operating 
blast fumaces 50,000 
years before modem 
humans developed a com- 
parable ^technology. . A 
. Spanish c^rg.otjsqientisis 
from .Tarragona Universi- 
ty, investigating a 53,000- 
y ear-old Neanderthal site 
near Barcelona, reported 
the discovery of 15 fur- 
naces, constructed vari- 
ously for cooking, warm- 
ing an area and shaping 


"... Neanderthal man — stereotyped as a 
mentally challenged loser to Homo sapi- 
ens in the evolutionary race — had been 
operating blast furnaces 50,000 years 
before modem humans developed a com- 
parable technology ” 


Wisely, Dr. Lawson did 
not link this musical 
moumfulness with the 
plight of an earlier 
hominid species, reported 
foe same day. According to 
Dr. Robin Crompton, of 
Liverpool University, 
computer simulations of 
Lucy, foe 3.6 million-year- 
old skeleton found in 
Ethiopia, showed that she 
repeatedly fell over when 
walking with bent knees. 
He therefore concluded 
that she walked upright, a 
transition which happened 
before our ancestors left 
foe trees. 

Then there was foe extra- 
ordinary news that Nean- 
derthal man — stereo- 
typed as. a mentally chal- 
lenged loser to Homo sapi- 
ens in foe evolutionary 


tools. 

A stunned silence greet- 
ed this revelation. The 
orthodoxy is that ordinaiy 
fires sufficed for all the 
needs of Neanderthals. In 
fact, blast fumaces are not 
supposed to have appeared 
until 1,000 BC, by which 
time the Neanderthals 
were snuffed out 

If trne, the finding would 
seem to ignite a bonfire of 
sacred cows. Nean- 
derthals, it was said, were 
incapable of abstract 
thought or developed 
speech. Glaring inconsis- 
tencies in this theory were 
blithely dismissed: then- 
larger brains (10 per cent 
bigger than ours) were 
merely an adaptation to 
extreme cold and their 
elaborate funeral rites 


were accidental arrange- 
ments of evidence. 

Let us return to our 
imaginary scenario at foe 
zoo, r ..wtyexe„a bemused 
Ami&is foroWPg! bananas 
to the humans. He would 
notice little physical dif- 
ference between himself 
and them: the same noble 
brow, gracile form and 
slender limbs would be 
evident. Basic human 
behaviour and gestures, 
too, would seem familiar. 
With perseverance, he 
might even teach them to 
speak his language. 

It would be clear to 
Araie that there had been 
no truly great leap forward 
in human evolution, no 
bulging brains or spindly 
ET body in the modem 
version. All the basic 
physical changes occurred 
long ago: the distinctly 
human foot and knee 
joints were in place 1.8 
million years ago and foe 
most recent feature — our 
high foreheads — 
appeared 100,000 years 
ago. 

Towards what pinnacle 
of perfection is Homo 
sapiens now heading? We 
aren't heading anywhere, 
according to Ian Tattersall, 
head of anthropology at 
foe American Museum of 
Natural History. Denser 
and more mobile popula- 
tions have eliminated foe 
prerequisites for genetic 
innovation. “Homo sapi- 
ens today is in a mode of 
intermixing rather than 
differentiation, and the 
conditions for significant 
evolutionary change sim- 
ply don’t exist — and 
won’t, short of some all- 


too- imaginable calamity,” 
he says. Instead, we seem 
to be breeding a more 
wimpish version of our- 
selves. characterised by 
genetic imperfection. In 
foe ■ absence, ir of natural 
selection, we perpetuate 
our frailties. If hunter- 
gatherer predecessors had 
been badly shortsighted, 
they would have starved or 
been eaten, but millions of 
us now need spectacles 
and contact lenses. The 
same is trne of diseases 
such as haemophilia. It 
appears to be survival of 
foe unfittest. 

Steve Jones, professor of 
genetics at University Col- 
lege London, disagrees. 
“The forces that have dri- 
ven evolution are no 
longer doing so, but there 
is a counter to the argu- 
ment that we are somehow 
gong to decay. A great deal 
of shortsightedness is 
genetic, so you could say 
that you are preventing the 
survival of foe fittest by 
allowing foe unfit to sur- 
vive. But as long as spec- 
tacles exist, it matters not 
at all.” 

So why didn’t natural 
selection eradicate poor 
eyesight during pre-histo- 
ry? The probable answer is 
that early man did not do a 
lot of reading, and with 
group support he could 
function with less than 20- 
20 vision. 

The only means of purg- 
ing Homo sapiens of these 
faults would be a eugenics 
programme, Leaving aside 
foe huge moral implica- 
tions, it would simply take 
too long. For Jones, the 
question is whether 


mankind would institute 
such a programme to 
improve the genes of peo- 
ple bom in 1,000 years’ 
time. “The answer is 
absolutely not.”. 

But there is little confi- 
dence that everything will 
turn out all right Some 
time ago, for example, a 
European child health 
expert warned that using 
“dead” powdered milk 
rather than “living” breast 
milk stunted foe brain’s 
growth and undermined 
millions of years of evolu- 
tion designed to promote 
survival. 

Yet foe “design” element 
of evolution is not what it 
seems. To Dr. Richard 
Dawkins, foe geneticist 
evolution is the “blind 
watchmaker" that does not 
know where it is going. 
Some believe that human 
evolution stopped in the 
biological sense 50,000 
years ago, at foe moment 
when language began: we 
stopped evolving in our 
genes and began evolving 
in our minds. Others hold 
that there has been no real 
progress since the first 
bacteria, of which all crea- 
tures are comprised. 

In one sense, mankind 
has taken a huge evolu- 
tionary step in the recent 
past Araie would be 
astonished to learn that we 
can fly, a feat which birds 
took millions of years to 
accomplish. Our future 
evolution, too, will be 
technological, even if in 
other respects it may be 
downhill all the way. 


The Sunday Times 


New evidence for black holes presented 


TORONTO (R) — 

Researchers have presented 
new evidence that the myste- 
rious astronomical features 
known as black holes do in 
fact exist — but even the sci- 
entists who did the research 
said this was not conclusive 
proof. 

One new shred of evidence 
involved foe presence of 
"event horizons”, one-way 
membranes surrounding 
black holes that, once 
crossed, cut off all contact 
with the rest of the universe, 
researchers reported at a 
meeting of foe American 
Astronomical Society 
(AAS). 

Black holes, first posited 


by Albert Einstein, have 
been described as foe ulti- 
mate victory of gravity: they 
are thought to be unimagin- 
ably dense astronomical 
bodies that have collapsed in 
on themselves and that then 
suck in stars and other galac- 
tic features. 

Scientists at the AAS 
meeting in Toronto reported 
on two distinct kinds of 
black holes: foe supermas- 
sive kind thought to lie at foe 
heart of immense galaxies 
and foe solar kind believed 
to draw their matter and 
energy from one neighbour- 
ing star. 

In examining solar Hack 
holes, scientists at foe Har- 


vard-Smithsonian Centre for 
Astrophysics in Cambridge. 
Massachusetts, reported on 
foe presence of a one-way 
membrane called an “event 
horizon" around foe tiny, 
dense heart of the hole. 

Astronomer Ramesh 
Narayan described the event 
horizon as “a sort of one- 
way membrane ... Matter 
and energy can fall in but 
nothing can get out through 
foe event horizon, not even 
light." 

This means that even 
before matter and energy are 
swallowed by a Hack hole, 
they are gone forever in foe 
eyes of the universe. 

The discovery of event 


horizons is important, Mr. 
Narayan and other 
researchers said, because 
these features are unique to 
black boles. They do not 
occur around so-called neu- 
tron stars, which are nearly 
as dense as black holes and 
also take in vast amounts of 
energy. 

Unlike Hack holes, which 
make matter and energy dis- 
appear and are consequently 
invisible to earthly view, 
neutron stars radiate energy 
back out into the universe 
and can be seen as dots of 
light 

Other researchers, using 
foe orbiting Hubble space 
telescope to focus on super- 


massive black holes, found 
three such features in three 
normal galaxies not far from 
the Milky Way. 

They concluded that such 
big black boles are so com- 
mon that nearly every large 
galaxy has one. and the big- 
ger the galaxy, the bigger its 
black hole. 

These huge black holes — 
some with 100 million times 
the mass of the sun — are 
thought to be the remains of 
dead quasars, foe powerful, 
super-bright hearts of galax- 
ies. Future research could 
help clarify- quasars’ role in 
galaxy formation and evolu- 
tion. 

This evidence about both 


kinds of black holes was 
seen as valuable but only cir- 
cumstantial by a panel of sci- 
entists discussing foe find- 
ings at a news conference. 

“The evidence was strong, 
but not strong enough to 
convict in a court of law,” 
said Scott Tremaine of the 
Canadian Institute for Theo- 
retical Astrophysics. 

Douglas Richstone of the 
University of Michigan had 
a more prosaic assessment of 
the new black hole research: 
“Certainly I wouldn’t be pre- 
pared to bet everything or 
even my home on it. But I 
would be prepared to bet my 
car on it, and it's not a bad 
car.” 


Randa Habib’s 
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Don’t call, 
just drive over 


HAVE YOU had any difficulties, recently, calling your 
friends? Have you tried, for example, to phone someone 
in Umm Uthaina, Rabieh or Tlaa AI Ali? If you did, 
then surely you had the great pleasure of hearing a 
suave voice telling you that foe number has been 
changed. Full stop. I suppose you were expecting more 
details like, perhaps, the new number. Wrong. You had 
to do foe finding oul. So, since I already have some 
experience with it, I will give you some tips on how to 
do the guessing: 

- Contact a fortune teller. 

- Try to get the new number by dialling a thousand 
time. 

- Replace the first two digits by 551 or 552 or 553. 

- Change your mind about calling. 

- Contact another friend with the hope that he (or she) 
may have the new phone number of your friend. 

- Chose new friends, living in areas where phone 
numbers were not changed. 

- If all of the above suggestions do not lead to results, 
then try the inquiries. 

- If after several attempts you only get: “The inquiries 
are at your service. We answer your queries when your 
turn comes,” you can hung up and start despairing. 

- Perhaps you can try two hours of jogging. 

- If you still feel frustrated, it means that there is real- 
ly something wrong with you, and you need therapy. 

But believe me, the simplest way is just to take your 
car and drive to your friend’s house and ask him (or her) 
about his (or her) new phone number. 

Simple, isn’t it. You just had to think about it. 
Remember Archimedes? 


UFO researcher 
looks everywhere 
for answers 


ALBANY, New York (APj — 
Some watch the skies for strange 
lights and alien ships. Michael 
Craft has been watching the 
watchers. 

His new book, “Alien 
Impact", tells their wild tales: 
UFO abductions, subterranean 
alien bases, mutilated canle, 
government ‘ conspiracies. 1 crop 
circles, magic fairies. The book 
is a primer of UFO tales that 
asks the age-old question: What 
are people seeing in the sky? 

Readers expecting an answer 
befitting the “X- files” will be 
disappointed, because craft 
doesn't pretend to know. But 
after years of research and trav- 
el, he rounds up some unusual 
suspects. 

Yes, he says, there could be 
alien visitors out there. Bui he 
also explores the possibility of 
prankster spirits, electromagnet- 
ic phenomenon, hoaxes and 
higher consciousness. 

Mr. Craft wants to puc die 
UFO phenomenon in context by 
giving a wide sample of claims, 
and then allowing readers to 
consider the causes. Sceptics 
need not pick up the book; Mr. 
Craft's intention is not to debunk 
the many theories he presents. 

“I definitely feel that this is 
not going away. Every day it's 
getting bigger” Mr. Craft said in 
a telephone interview from his 
home in Ojai, California. “We 
need to find some way to cope 
with it, and denial is not an 
effective way of coping with 
anything, and blind belief is not 
effective either.” 

Alien tales have been around 
os long as recorded history, with 
ancient cultures referring to 
heavenly visitors as gods. In 
medieval times, strange lights in 
the skies were chalked up to evil 
spirits. 

The first mention of the now- 
common term “flying saucer" 
dates to a 1947 Associated Press 
dispatch out of Pendleton, Ore- 
gon, about a strange object 
streaking through the afternoon 
sky, according to Mr. Craft's 
research. 

Since that time there's been an 
explosion of alleged alien 
encounters. Mr. Craft is 
intrigued by their breadth — and 
their similarities. 

Time and again alien visitors 
are described as gray with big 
eyes. Witnesses often describe 
strange ammonia smells accom- 
panying the sighting, with a 
resulting lass of time afterwards. 

For those witnesses abducted 
by aliens — and supermarket 
tabloids attest this happens often 
— they too report similar expe- 
riences: psychic messages and 
fumbling sorts of bodily exami- 
nations. many of which focus on 
reproductive organs. 

Sound crazy? 

Maybe. Mr. Craft says, but he 
says he can “hear some wild sto- 
ries — completely unbelievable 
... And at the same time you hear 


these commonalities." 

Mr. Craft, 38, spent years 
researching his book. But even 
before that, he had been devour- 
ing books on mythology and the 
paranormal since he was a kid in 
Baltimore. Years as a Tai Chi 
instructor and jobs at new age 
centres such'as.'the Omega Insti- 
tute have 1 expanded his contact 
with the paranormal. 

The book is a tapestry of Mr. 
Crafts’ inner travels along with 
exhaustive document research 
and interviews. In “Alien 
Impact," Mr. Craft explores: — 
small towns in the English coun- 
tryside, where farmers are mys- 
tified by the exacting circular 
patterns in their grain crops; 

— a remote Ohio farm, where 
a family was terrorised by a 
group of red-eyed, hairy giants; 

— ancient claims of spirits, 
fairies and mermaids; 

— Bolivia, where a farmer 
claimed he had sex with a bark- 
ing red-headed alien because the 
far-flung race needed stock from 
a "good stallion”; 

— research that suggests early 
civilisations were given techni- 
cal know-how by aliens; 

— a conference of UFOIogists 
who reveal details of the govern- 
ment’s secret time control exper- 
iments and a treaty between 
President Franklin Roosevelt 
and the aliens. 

The conceivable and ridicu- 
lous are infused throughout 
“alien impact.” part of the rea- 
son is to give a non-judgmental 
picture. 

But Mr. Craft believes it is 
also impossible to divorce UFOs 
from other unexplained phe- 
nomena. 

“You cannot study ghosts, the 
UFO field, or cults or any of 
these things without connecting 
to all these other fields," he said. 
“It’s almost like there’s all these 
different camps out there explor- 
ing the same thing with a differ- 
ent language." 

In other words, maybe the 
aliens aren’t from out there after 
all. Mr. Craft explores the possi- 
bility of strange lights being 
earth-based, maybe electromag- 
netic anomalies or signals from 
the spirit world. 

Mr. Craft said modem reports 
of alien encounters often bear a 
striking similarity to traditional 
accounts of fairies, goblins and 
elves — even down to appear- 
ance, speech and mode of travel. 

Maybe what’s lacking, Mr. 
Craft says, is a belief system that 
takes that into account and tries 
to make sense of it 

Mr. Craft wants his book to be 
a start. 

“I do believe that there is 
some sort of phenomenon that 
we can’t explain with our sci- 
ence. and it is not just psycho- 
logical.” 

“Alien Impact" St Martin’s 
Press. $23.95. 


m 




8 Economy 


Jordan Times, Tuesday, January 28, 1997 



World Bank foresees continued 
high economic growth in East Asia 


WASHINGTON (AFP; — 
Easi .Asia should enjoy high 
economic growth into the 
next century but must com- 
mit itself to ending poverty 
and inequaJitv in income 
distri burn ion. the World 
Bank has said. 

A recent slump in certain 
countries reflects tempo- 
rary phenomena and does 
not point to economic 
decline, the bank found in 
its latest regional forecast. 

“Some economies are 
going through adjustments 
but the underlying growth 
momentum remains extra- 
ordinarily strong," the 
World Bank said. 

The study stressed that 
contrary to fears in certain 
quarters that robust East 
Asian expansion can hurt 
job growth in the West, 
•‘rapid East Asian growth is 
good for the world*!" 

“When East Asia's 
exports grow, so do its 
imports." the study pointed 
OuL 

While the region, exclud- 
ing Japan, accounts for only 


eight per cent of global 
gross domestic product, it 
takes in 17 per cent of 
world imports and is 
expected to account for 
more than 25 per cent in 
global imports between 
now and the end of the 
decade. 

The bank acknowledged 
that such growth is most 
beneficial to skilled work- 
ers outside the region but 
insisted that “recent 
research indicates that on 
balance rising trade with 
EasL Asia helps, not hurts, 
unskilled workers as well.” 

The report said growth in 
the region since 1990 has 
averaged nine per cent, up 
from seven per cent in the 
previous decade. 

Concern was recently 
raised by a fall-off in dou- 
ble digit export growth in 
China, South Korea. Singa- 
pore and Thailand. 

In addition, according to 
the World Bank, current 
account deficits exceeded 
eight per cent of gross 
domesric product in 


Malaysia and Thailand, The 
stock market has fallen 20 
per cent in Korea this year 
and 30 per cent in Thailand. 

But the bank determined 
that the bad news was 
largely “cyclical," notably 
as the export slowdown 
reflected slumping comput- 
er chip sales — which it 
said are now picking up. 

Current account deficits 
were driven by heavy 
inflows of private capital 
rather than low domestic 
savings, according to the 
bonk, adding that most 
countries had managed to 
cool down overheated 
growth. 

~ But the bank cautioned 
that despite prospects for 
sustained impressive 
expansion. East Asia 
remains a low income 
region, one where 80 per 
cent of the population has 
per capital income of less 
than $600 a year. 

For that reason, and in the 
face of “growing concern 
over income distribution, 
the bank urged that govern- 


ments give priority to rural 
development, the provision 
of social services and the 
inclusion in the economic 
boom of those at risk of 
being left behind. 

In addition, the bonk rec- 
ommended: 

— Increased investment 
in infrastructure to relieve 
bottlenecks. 

— Reforms to state enter- 
prises and the financial sec- 
tor. 

— Upgrading the quality 
and productivity of labour. 

— The development of 
mechanisms to manage 
lifetime health and unem- 
ployment risks in the face 
of rapidly aging popula- 
tions. 

— Making environmental 
protection a priority. 

"The so-called East Asian 
‘miracle' is nor and never 
has been on automatic 
pilot," according to the 
bank ” It has been, based on 
continuing policy and insti- 
tutional change to meet the 
evolving demands of devel- 
opment." 


UAE economy seen 
as best performing in Gulf 


ABU DHABI ( AFP) — The 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) economy performed 
better than those in other 
Arab Gulf oil producers 
over the past five years 
because of higher oil 
exports and liberal policies, 
experts have said. 

Although the UAE contin- 
ued to suffer from a budget 
deficit its current account 
and trade balance main- 
tained a large surplus and 
the gross domestic product 
(GDP) grew faster than 
other Gulf economies, they 
said. 

“The UAE has had the 
best perfomShg economy in 
the Gulf over the past five 
years and the medium-term 
oulook remains quite posi- 
tive," said Henry Azzam. 
chief economist at the Saudi 
National Commercial Bank. 

Mr. Azzam, writing in the 
Abu Dhabi-based monthly 
magazine. Gulf Business, 
said the good performance 
was a result of higher oil 
exports due to an increase in 
production, strong growth 


in the non-oil sector, and 
government policies. 

“These policies include a 
liberal exchange and trade 
system, an outward-orient- 
ed economic strategy that 
stresses private sector initia- 
tive within a framework of 
effective regulation, exten- 
sive infrastructure invest- 
ment by the government 
and improved confidence in 
domestic financial insi ra- 
tions," he added 

Mr. Azzam cited UAE and 
IMF figures as showing the 
emirates' GDP recorded 
high growth rates in the past 
few years, except in 1 993, 
when it declined by 0.9 per 
cent But in nominal terms, 
it grew by 0.4 per cent 

In 1995, the GDP surged 
by 5.8 per cent in real terms 
and is projected to jump by 
an estimated 8.5 per cent 
this year, said Mr. Azzam, 
one of the most prominent 
economists in the six-nation 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC). 

The current account, a key 
indicator of economic per- 


formance, remained in a 
surplus at a time when it 
continued to reel under 
deficits in other GCC states. 

It stood at around 13.7 bil- 
lion dirhams ($3.7 billion) 
in 1995 and is forecast to 
soar to 21.4 billion dirhams 
($5.8 billion) in 1996. 

This is mainly due to an 
increase in oil export earn- 
ings to around $14.6 billion 
from $12.1 billion in 1995. 
The rise is because of a 
surge in oil prices to $20 
from $16.64. 

“Considering GDP 
growth, the balance of pay- 
ment, situation. exports and, 
inflation, you can say the 
UAE's economy remained 
in a better shape than other 
Gulf economies in the past 
few years,” Mohammad A1 
Asumi, director of the eco- 
nomic department at the 
government-run Emirates 
Industrial Bank, told AFP. 

The UAE currently pro- 
duces around 2.16 million 
barrels per day (bpd) of oil 
under an OPEC-decreed 
quota compared with 1.5 


million bpd before the 1990 
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait It 
hiked output to make up for 
the disruption of crude sup- 
plies from Kuwait and Iraq 
during the crisis. 

It is the only GCC state to 
have maintained spending 
levels despite the persis- 
tence of the shortfall and 
lower earnings in some 
years. 

Expenditure by federal 
government and each of the 
country's seven emirates 
stood at 61.8 billion 
dirhams ($16.83 billion) in! 
1995. and revenues at 53.5 
billion dirhams ($14.57 bil- 
lion). This created a short- 
fall of nearly $2.26 billion, 
according to official figures. 

Mr. Azzam 's projections 
showed spending would 
increase to 65.4 billion 
dirhams ($17.82 billion) in 
1996 and revenues to nearly 
55.6 billion dirhams 
($15.14 billion), leaving a 
gap of $2.68 billion. 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 In error 
6 Game board 
piece 

9 Sonny's ex 

13 “—nice dayf 

14 Wallet bills 

16 Light ring 

17 The — ’ (TV 
show) 

18 Schoolbook 

19 Questions 

20 Blemish 

21 Welding tools 
24 Not as damp 

26 Cheering word 

27 Insertion marks 
29 That can be 

endured 

34 Riyadh natives 

35 Sudden gush 

36 Baseball score 

37 Limps' kin 

38 Suiting 

39 Offer for sale 

40 Explosive letters 
41. Penn and 

Connery 

42 Blockade 

43 Facility 

45 Stunned 

46 Integers: abbr. 

47 Swampy spot 

48 Light jacket 

53 Cooking vessel 

56 Singer Adams 

57 Fashion 
magazine 

58 Wall Street 
activity 

60 All cooked 

61 Appointment 

62 Store for later 

63 Iditerod 
transport 

64 Forget-me — 

65 Positive 
responses 
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by Diane C. Baldwin 


DOWN 

1 Impact sound 

2 Pro — 

3 Banking boo- 
boos 

4 Teacher's org. 

5 Stratagems 

6 Type of pool 


7 Once more 

8 Following 

9 Latin dance 

10 Mishmash 

11 Actress Sommer 

12 Betsy or Diana 
15 Closefs use 

22 “ — Mis enables” 

23 Unusual 

25 C.S.A soldiers, 
for short 

27 Menu 

28 Bout site 

29 Robert or 
George 

30 Units of work 

31 Roofed 
passageways 

32 Sudden move 

33 Put a stop to 
35 Red and Dead 

38 Gets angry 

39 Serum container 

41 Aloof chap 

42 In a stylish 
manner 

44 For sure 
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45 Reverent 
wonder 

47 Trapshooting 

48 Espouses 

49 Exalted one 

50 Inches in a span 

51 Verve 


52 Glee dub voice 

54 “Garfield” dog 

55 Actors Berry and 
Howard 

59 Charlotte of 
‘Diffrent 
Strokes" 
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Swiss income inequality grows 


BERN (AFP) — Switzer- 
land's income inequality has 
widened over the past ten 
years, a report published here 
by a national scientific body 
said 

t A quarter of national income 
/today is held by 10 per cent of 
the population, while half the 

country's wealth is in the hands 
of just five per cent, the study 
by the Swiss National Fund for 
Scientific Research said. 

‘The inequalities are remark- 
able compared with other 
countries. Only in France, Ire- 
land. Italy and the United 
States do the richest 10-15 per 
cent of the population absorb 
an equally high level of 
income." die study said 

A fifth of all Swiss house- 
holds have no assets or are in 


debt, said the study, which esti- 
mates that between five and ten 
per cent of the population lives 
below the poverty threshold of 
1,800 Swiss francs ($1,500) 
per month. 

The study said that although 
poverty numbers have not risen 
in Switzerland over the past 
few years, the profile of groups 
worst affected has changed 
Previously the sick and unem- 
ployed where the biggest vic- 
tims of poverty. Today men liv- 
ing alone, divorced women and 
single mothers are among 
those most affected. 

Meanwhile, the independent 
KOF research institute has 
forecast that the Swiss econo- 
my will post zero growth this 
year after shrinking in 1996 
while the jobless rate will con- 


tinue to climb. 

Swiss gross domestic prod- 
uct fell 0-6 in 1 996 while the 
jobless rate stood at 53 per 
cent at year-end 

Unemployment will rise to 
5.8 percent of the workforce at 
the end of 1997 and 6.7 per 
cent at end- 1998. the institute 
forecast 

Inflation should continue at 
around 1.1 per cent. 

The depreciation of the 
Swiss franc against major cur- 
rencies will not translate into 
immediate economic gains, the 
institute said 

However, a more expansion- 
ary- budgetary policy should 
help kickstart the economy, 
Bemd Schips. KOF director 
said 
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Major Currencies & Cross Rates 


Prices as at 27/01797 20:34 
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HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST 
FOR TUESDAY, 
JANUARY 28, 13# 


By Thomas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer, Carroll 
Righter Foundation 


ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) Get an eariy 
start at handling your 
business activities today, 
since in the days ahead 
you’ll need time for home 
martens. You should invite 
outsiders in. however, this 
will can also be good for 
restoring harmony. - 
TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20) There may 
some reckless driving 
around you today, so be 
quite cautious when' biti 
the highway. When han- 
dling correspondence, 
later this evening be spre 
to add a cheerful note afrd 
make someones day. .?. 
GEMINI: (May 21?(jb 
June 21) Be sure , you 
don't do anything foefch 
today, especially where 
finances are concerned. 
Remember die advice of 
an adviser, later tills 
evening and think ewer 
your actions before mak- 
ing decisions concerning 

business. 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21) Don't 
be upset if anything pur- 
posely tries to hurt your 
feelings. Tiy to be “thick- 
skinned" and let any diffi- 
culty roll of your back. 
This is a good day today 
to make new plans for the 
days ahead, so seek out 
constructive advice. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) Others may be too 
busy to listen to your ideas 
today, so put them in 
motion yourself and there- 
by make your life more 
successful. Avoid any crit- 
ical individuals later this 
evening, and renew your 
plans before presenting 
them. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) A situation 
which you may think you 
should have aQ k| ^omrrign 
about ari^foday! bowev-i 
?eav it's re^TiiQne of your 
business, so stay out of it 
Study the basics of new 
projects later this evening 
and thereby proceed full 
speed. 

LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) Your intu- 
ition may be faulty today, 
so rely more on thought 
processes. Try not to be 
indiscreet in any manner 
or you’ll pay dearly for it. 
Think more constructively 
concerning business activ- 
ities and proceed with fell 
force. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) Don’t 
try to renege on a respon- 
sibility today, or you 
could easily get into aTdif- 
ficult situation. Watch 
your credit situation care- 
fully. If your mate is bang 
too demanding let him or 
her know it for their own 
good. 1 ■. 

SAGITTARIUS: (Nove- 
mber 22 to December' 21) 
Don't be too forceful in 
some romantic affeir 
today or you could' run 
into troubled waters.' Tract 
is quite important at this 
time when dealing^ with 
business or money matters 
which need immediate 
attention. 


CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 lo January 20)1? a 
fellow associate acts too 
emotional today, do "get 
upset Instead today,. .be 
understanding and the sit- 
uation will improve 
immeasurably. Stick to 
personal pursuits latefthis 
evening and become quite 
successful. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 
to February 1 9) This is not 
a good day today to take 
any financial ris ks, or yon 
could lose a bundle. If you 
go out with friends'* later 
this evening, economise 
stick with simple, 
however, enjoyable plea- 
sures which are fiat" ■ 
PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) If you go obt to 
a restaurant with a dose 
friend later this evening, 
be sure to make it “Dutch 
treat” or you could find 
yourself short of . funds. 
Work on perfecting your 
talents today, and you. can 
benefit greatly. 


Birthstone of Januuiyi 
Garnet — Rose Quartz. 
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Business & Finance 

Higher land pricesi, construction 
costs make houses, apartments 
more expensive in Amman 


By Shehab Makahleh 

Special to ike Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Prices of 
bousing units and apart- 
ments, especially in west- 
ern Amman, are surging 
as a result of higher land 
prices and construction 
costs which have notice- 
ably risen in 1996 and are 
expected to continue ris- 
ing in 1997. 

Salem Abdallar. an 
investor in the housing 
sector, said construction 
costs rose by 15 per cent 


in 1996 as a result of a rise 
in prices of lands by about 
40 per cent. 

Mr. Abdallat pointed out 
that the implementation 
of the sales tax has also 
caused an increase in the 
prices of apartments. 

Ihab Nasser Eddin, a 
proprietor of a housing 
establishment, said that 
organisational laws and 
regulations, such as limit- 
ing the space between 
buildings, imposed by the 
Greater Amman Munici- 
pality contribute to raising 
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Higher activity expected 
at Aqaba port this year 

** AN INCREASED cmise ship activity and a high- 
er number of tourists coming via Jordan's Red Sea 
port have raised the number of vessels that docked 
at Aqaba from 2,382 ships in 1995 to 2.735 boats in 
1996, Ports Corporation Director General Moham- 
mad Dalabeeh has said. He noted that the number of 
tr ’rists has inmrvd from 19,328 visitors in 1995 to 
7 visit n 96. 

ain Date. *• •» indicated that the volume 
ids handle ba last year was two per 

n gher than i -to the rise in the exports 

■>t p ohate, cemeni anu icrtilisers. He said that the 
■ort died a total of 12.2 million tonnes of goods 
in 19 j compared to 1 1.76 million tonnes in 1995. 

The port chief pointed out that there was a notice- 
able increase in the volume of containers which 
reached 75,333 containers in 1996 compared to 
55,783 in the previous year. He attributed the rise to 
Aqaba bein£ chosen by four large freight companies 
as a trans-shipment port in addition to the reduction 
of fees during the last quarter of 1996. The reduc- 
tion in fees, he indicated, has generated an extra one 
per cent in financial returns in 1996 over the amount 
that the corporation earned in 1995. 



port 1 the tourism activity in the Kingdom 
Asked 'about his expectations ' Aori 997rthe -porr 
chief predicted higher activity as a result of the oil- 
for-food deal agreed between the U.N. and Iraq last 
year. He said that over the coming three months a 


total of 260,000 tonnes of wheat will be shipped 
Aqaba to Iraq and. consequently, large 
number of ships will be docking at Aqaba. 


He added that the port is ready to handle the future 
activity easily as the current volume of work, cur- 
rently at 12 million tonnes annually represents only 
60 per cent of the maximum capacity that the port 
can handle. 


Transport Minister Nasser Lawzi said recently that 
Aqaba will "at best benefit of 50 per cent of Iraqi 

wi fha T T M 14a 



Iraq t 

activity at the port will certainly be below the levels 
witnessed in the 1980s when the port used to handle 
around 20 million tonnes.” (A1 Ra'i + A1 Dustour + 
A1 Aswaq). 



It’s not a hearing aid, if s a hearing filter. 
It only lets you hear good news 
and compliments.” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
9 by Henri Arnold and Mika Aigkfcm 


Unscramble these tow Jumbles. / 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordfoary words. 


NIGLY 


I 


WHMnHwincKM 


n 


BUJ 

OM 



□ 

□c 



SLAi 

QUL 


X 


m 


HIE! 

NAL 





□ 


For me? Thank you 



FLOWERS CAN 
MAKE THIS BLOOM. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the sure rise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 

Hint snwer hen: A [XH3 QX XX3 

(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: AVAIL CRAFT BRIDGE RARELY 
Answer A law observed the world over - GRAVITY 


housing prices in addition 
to high construction costs, 
service fees, wages of 
labourers and customs on 
building materials. 

Mr. Nasser Eddin 
expected higher building 
costs and land prices in 
the coming four years. 

Nasser Ghasein, a real 
estate broker, indicated 
that land prices surged in 
1995 and 1996 due to 
logical factors brought 
about by the peace 
process which consolidat- 
ed stability and security as 
well as provided reassur- 
ance and optimism to 
investors in the housing 
sector. 

Salameh Zureiq, anoth- 
er middleman, described 
the market for apartments 
in 1996 as good and pre- 
dicted it would remain so 
in the future due to the 
stability prevailing in the 
region. 

Mr. Zureiq expected the 
fluctuations and uncer- 
tainty at the stock 
exchange to force many 
investors to move to the 
real estate market 

Hi sham Rashid, general 
manager of a company 
dealing in housing pro- 
jects, said the higher 
prices were basically the 
result of land prices going 
up, in addition to con- 
struction fees which until 
1993 were not more than 
JD150 per square metre, 
compared to JD250- 
JD300 now. 

Mr. Rashid also expect- 
ed prices to keep on ris- 
ing, especially under the 
strict implementation of 
organisational regulations 
by the Municipality of 
Greater Amman. 

He criticised the routine 
-procedures at- many gov- 
ernment institutions and 
indicated that for a trans- 
action to purchase a plot 
of land for constructing a 
building and selling it as 
apartments need tens of 
signatures from various 
government departments. 

The contractor pointed 
out that land prices in 
western Amman have 
rocketed to between 
JD250 and JD300 per 
square metre since 1992 
and that apartments cost 
between JD33.000 and 
JD80.000. 

Mr. Rashid also criti- 
cised the high interest 
rates chaiged by banks for 
extending housing loans 
and said that imposing 
such interest as high as 15 
per cent discourages peo- 
ple from purchasing 
apartments. 


Jordan Times, Tuesday, January 28, 1997 


Foreign purchases of British 
businesses reach record levels 


LONDON (AFP) — Purchas- 
es of British businesses by 
foreign companies reached a 
record high value of $3854 
billion in 1996, accountants at 
KPMG have said. 

“The buying spree in the 
UX last year was led by U.S. 
businesses, spuired on by the 
race to acquire regional elec- 
tricity companies,” the com- 
pany said in its annual study 
of Internationa] takeover 
activity. 

KPMG compiled data from 
5500 cross-border mergers 
and acquisitions around the 
world, which totalled $263 
billion in 1996. 

Hie study showed that the 
United States remained as the 
favoured destination for for- 
eign capital. Overseas compa- 
nies pumped a record $683 
billion into U.S. companies, 
the study found. This was 10 
per cent higher than in 1995. 


KPMG said in a statement 
that the value of foreign 
takeovers of British compa- 
nies exceeded the total for all 
other European Union coun- 
tries combined. 

“International companies 

evidently believe that the UX 
is the best base for expansion 
in Europe — and they are not 
being put off by the prospect 
of Britain missing the first 
stage of European monetary 
union,” head of mergers and 
acquisitions at KPMG, 
Stephen Barrett, said. 

He predicted that British 
companies would continue to 
be a much-favoured prey of 
overseas predators, regardless 
of any possible changes in 
government following general 
elections which must be held 
here by May 22. 

“Regardless of the outcome 
of the general election — and 
in spite of the recent strength 


of sterling — we expect 
Britain to remain a powerful 
magnet for multi-national 
companies in the year ahead,” 
Mr. Barrett said. 

U.S.-based companies were 
the keenest overseas investors 
in Britain. They snapped up 
British businesses with a 
value of S20 billion in 1996. 

Six of the 10 biggest foreign 
acquisitions of British compa- 
nies were effected by U.S. 
businesses, including the 
regional electricity’ supply 
companies. Midland Electrici- 
ty, East Midlands Electricity, 
London Electricity and Nonh- 
em Electric. 

The value of overseas acqui- 
sitions by British companies 
rose by almost 25 per cent to 
34.1 billion pounds in 1996. 
KPMG said. British compa- 
nies were second only to their 
U.S. counterparts in the value 
of overseas acquisitions. 


Saudia and United seal aviation accord 


RIYADH (AFP) — Saudia, 
the Saudi Arabian Airlines 
and United Airlines of the 
United States have signed an 
accord to operate jointly 
flights between Jeddah, New 
York and Los Angeles. 

Under the accord, which 
was signed in the Red Sea 
port of Jeddah and will come 
into force on Feb. 18, each 
airline will operate seat-shar- 
ing arrangements, the Saudi 
airline's deputy director gen- 


Polish and Israeli 
companies sign 
$400m gas 
stations deal 


TEL AVIV ( AP) — Dor 
Energy of Israel has signed a 
$400 million deal with Cen- 
tralia Produkiow, Poland’s 
state-owned oil company, to 
bufld . 400_ ■ stations . in 

Poland over the next five years. ' 

The contract calls for Dor 
Energy and an anonymous for- 
eign partner to invest $200 mil- 
lion in the first year to repair 
existing gas stations and begin 
construction on new ones. 

Dor Energy is part of the 
Dankner Group, which is look- 
ing to expand its investments in 
Poland. 

“Poland, in my eyes, is the 
young tiger of Europe,” group 
chairman Shmuel Dankner 
told the Jerusalem Post “We 
are looking at widening our 
infrastructure and other inter- 
ests. There is very great poten- 
tial there.” The gas station con- 
tract will expand Dankner’s 
existing partnerships in 
Poland, which include a major 
telecommunications contract 
with the Polish company RP. 
Telekom. “The network of gas 
stations will be modem with 
state-of-tbe-art equipment.” 
said Shmuel Dankner. 


era!. Haiti Aref, said. 

“A widening of this accord 
to other destinations figures 
in our plans for the future to 
strengthen relations between 
the two carriers.” Mr. Aref 


was quoted as saying by the 
official Saudi news agency 
SPA. 

Saudi Arabian is the 
biggest Arab airline, with a 
fleet of 1 14 aircraft. 


Japan’s bankruptcy 
liabilities second 
highest in 1996 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japan's 
corporate bankruptcy lia- 
bilities totalled 7.99 trillion 
yen ($67.7 billion) in 1996. 
the second highesi figure in 
the post-war era, Teikoku 
Databank has said. 

The sum was down 1 1 .5 
per cent from a record high 
liabilities of 9.33 trillion 
yen in 1995, the private 
credit research agency said. 

The number of bankrupt- 
cies with debts of at least 
10 million yen ($84,750) 
totalled 14.544 in 1996, 
down 3.6 pre cent from 

1995 but still the second 
highest since 1990 when 
the “bubble” economy of 
inflated stock and real 
estate prices collapsed, it 
said. 

Recession-induced bank- 
ruptcies numbered 9.095 
cases, accounting 623 per 
cent of the total figure. The 
ratio topped 60 per cent for 
the fourth consecutive year. 

“Liabilities swelled in 

1 996 due to bankruptcies of 
independent non-bank 
lenders and large real estate 
companies." Teikoku Data- 
bank said in a statement. 


Nichiei Finance Co., a 
money lender based in 
Yokohama near Tokyo and 
listed on the second section 
of the Tokyo Stock 

Exchange, went under in 
October with record-high 
liabilities of one trillion 
yen. 

Sueno Kosan, a realtor 
based in the western Japan 
city of Osaka and a major 
borrower from failed 

“Jusen” housing loan firms, 
went bankrupt in Novem- 
ber with liabilities of 600 
billion yen. 

Teikoku Databank said it 
was not optimistic about 
the future trend of bank- 
ruptcies. “A series of large 
bankruptcies are expected 
for non-bank lenders and 
other companies benefitted 
from the bubble economy.” 
it said. 

In December alone, the 
number of corporate bank- 
ruptcies fell 4.0 per cent 
from a year earlier to 1.259 
cases. 

Liabilities involved, how- 
ever, surged 52.0 per cent 
year-on-year to 655.2 bil- 
lion vcn. 
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PAST 12 
HIGH 

MONTHS 

LOW 

COMPANY'S NAME 

P / E 

DIV. 

NO. 

OF 

TRANS. 

NO. OF 
SHARKS 

VALUE 

TRADED 

JD 

OPEN 

PRICE 

CLOSE CHAT ZE 
PRICE 


261.000 205.000 

ARAB BANK 

14.0 

1.37 

3 

160 

40880 

256.00 

255.50 

.50- 


3.660 

2.900 

BANK OF JORDAN 

11.7 

0 ■ 00 

1 

200 

650 

3. IB 

3.25 

7+ 


1.210 

.880 

MID. EAST INV.BK. 

76.2 

0.00 

6 

7700 

8803 

1.16 

1.16 



2.700 

2.120 

INDUSTRIAL DEV. BE. 

5.3 

6.05 

4 

900 

2076 

2.33 

2.30 

.n- 


2.950 

2.440 

JOR-XUWAIT BANK 

19.7 

0.00 

3 

509 

1378 

2.67 

2.72 

.06+ 


1.090 

.860 

J DP. . GULF BANK 

5.7 

7.29 

3 

1250 

1190 

.96 

.96 

- 


4.180 

3.480 

JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 

18.2 

0.00 

6 

1350 

5110 

3.81 

3.78 

.03- 


3.000 

1.380 

UNION BK.5AV.INV. 

P 

0.00 

1 

200 

290 

1.45 

1.45 

- 


BANK SECTOR TOTALS INDEX i 194 

99 *CHG: 

-0.11 

27 

12269 

60377 





1.B30 

1.450 

JOR. ELECTRIC PWR. 

11.2 

7.45 

19 

24850 

39825 

1.63 

1.61 

.1.2- 


5.600 

4.200 

ARAB INTL. HOTELS 

18.4 

2.76 

6 

20107 

9387D 

4.60 

4.65 

.05+ 


1.620 

1.080 

NATL. PORTFOLIO 

9 

0.00 

13 

JBOO 

4545 

1.20 

1.20 



2.250 

1.690 

UNIFIED CO. 

11.1 

4.74 

12 

6900 

14501 

2.11 

2.11 



1.200 

.820 

UNION LAND DEV. 

E 

0.00 

1 

850 

714 

-85 

.84 

.01- 


SERVICE SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 112.15 >CHG: 

+0.06 

53 

56637 

153526 





3.730 

3.060 

JOR. CEMENT FACT. 

19.6 

2.92 

8 

58B9 

20137 

3.40 

3.42 

.02* 


3-SOO 

2.710 

JOR. PHOSPHATE MINES 

36.0 

0.00 

6 

15400 

52350 

3.40 

3.35 

.05- 


6.000 

4.950 

ARAB POTASH CO. 

17.7 

3.42 

3 

237 

1383 

5.90 

5.84 

.U6- 


10.40D 

8.720 

JOR. PETROL. REFINARY 

10.1 

8.02 

9 

900 

8996 

10.01 

9.9B 

.13- . 


1.590, 

1.150 

WOOLEN INDUSTRIES 

57.3 

0.00 

1 

4200 

5418 

1.23 

1.29 

. C6+ 1 


4.580 

3.040 . 

ARAB PHARM. KANP. 

19.9 

S.S1 

16 

6850 

- 24816 : 

3*65 

3.63.-=- 

.02- 


2 1310 1 

1:5701 

•JOR. PIPES HANFCT. 

8.9 

7 . 50 

1 

250 

• 400 

1.61 

l.fiO. 

-Oi- 


7.350 

4.250 

DAP. ALDAWA DV.INV. 

12.8 

4.27 

13 

2950 

13693 

4-70 

4.68 

.02- 


5.800 

3.130 

ARAB ALUM. IND. 

8-8 

8. 45 

1 

150 

533 

3.61 

3.55 

.06- 


.960 

.450 

LIVESTOCK 6 POULTRY 

9 

0.00 

7 

4400 

2686 

.62 

.61 

.01- 


1.020 

.540 

NATIONAL INDS. 

9.8 

9.09 

a 

5000 

3320 

.67 

.66 

.01- 


3.730 

2.130 

NATL. CABLE WIRE.KFAC 

15.0 

0.00 

2 

150 

369 

2.59 

2.46 

.13- 


1.240 

.670 

JOR. SULPHO-CHEM 

9 

0.00 

1 

250 

205 

.82 

.82 

- 


1.670 

1.080 

ARAB PHARM. CHEM. 

26.2 

0.00 

8 

2850 

4009 

1.42 

1.40 

.02- 

* 

1.550 

1.050 

KAWTHER INVEST. 

37.0 

5.83 

2 

700 

708 

1.05 

1.03 

.' 2- 


3.150 

1-440 

UNIV. MODN.INDS. 

5.1 

11.90 

6 

1650 

2785 

1.71 

1.68 

.13- 


1.930 

1-140 

JOR. INDS . RESOURCES 

16.3 

0.00 

7 

2250 

2925 

1.32 

1.30 

-C 2- 


1.360 

.840 

JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 

25.0 

0.00 

18 

14500 

13353 

.93 

.92 

■ Cl- 


2.460 

1.750 

SL -ZAY READY WEAR 

P 

0.00 

4 

B6000 

16B920 

1.90- 

1.95 

■ 05* 


1.380 

1.080 

INTL. TOBACCO 

29.6 

0.00 

33 

48300 

60317 

1.26 

1.26 

- 


1.540 

.930 

UNION CH. £ VEG. 

24.6 

0.00 

6 

2850 

2850 

1-03 

1.00 



INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 116.31 *CHG: 

-0.67 

160 

205726 

390169 

- 



GRAND TOTAL 


INDEX: 153 

54 *CHG: 

-0.32 

240 

274632 

604073 
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MARKET SHARE PRICE 
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.800 

.500 

JOR -TRADE FAC. 

14.1 

0.00 

3 

2500 

1325 

.54 

.53 

. u- 


.890 

.700- 

ONION INV. SO* 

68.9 

0.00 

2 

5500 

1210 

■ . 72 

.72 



.950 

.370 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 

9 

0.00 

6 

10400 

4576 

.45 

.44 

.11 1 - 

♦ 

.640 

.300 

JOR. INDS. MATCH- JEMCO 

9 

0.00 

17 

18250 

5175 

.30 

.28 

- '• i- 


.800 

.510 

ARAB FOOD £ MED. • ■ 

e 

O.OD 

2 

2000 

1240 

.62 

.62 



1.690 

1.300 

NATL. CHLORINE 

E 

0.0D 

* 

75D 

1030 

1.37 

1.38 

. 1+ 


.860 

-520 

NATL. TEXTILE 

9 

0.00 

5 

2500 

1350 

.54 

.54 



.920 

.400 

NATL. MULT .ENG. NAMICO 

E 

0.00 

19 

13786 

6754 

.49 

-49 

- 


.740 

.430 

KAYZAK DIES 5 MOULDS 

E 

0.00 

6 

4600 

2487 

.56 

. 54 

. • 2- 


.990 

.720 

JORDAN STEEL 

E 

0.00 

2 

950 

722 

.76 

.76 

- 


.760 

.620 

MIDEAST PHARM. 75* 

S 

0.00 

1 

500 

190 

.63 

.63 



1.330 

1.020 

UNION TOBACCO 75* 

E 

0.00 

5 

5000 

3900 

1.04 

1.03 

.01- 


.770 

-570 

RAZI PHARM. 65' 

E 

D.00 

1 

1400 

364 

.61 

-61 

- 


.760 

.390 

INDS. ENG. 

27.7 

0.00 

14 

38950 

17528 

.45 

.45 

- 


.800 

.580 

PEARL SAN. P. CONV. 

E 

0.00 

3 

25000 

15750 

.65 

.63 

.02- 


.820 

.590 

NATL. POULTRY 

S 

0.00 

8 

12473 

9496 

.77 

-76 

.01- 


.950 

.530 

MID. EAST COMPLEX 

7.6 

0.00 

15 

17250 

11213 

.66 

.65 

.01- 

GRAND TOTAL 





u*. 

161809 

84308 

— 
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DA J ANI 

JEWELLERS 


World gems, hand made in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold, 
A truly unique shop. 


Outstanding designs. 


Amra Hotel Shops 
61 h Circle. Amman 
Also in Brazil 



FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmeisani, .second floor; 
220 sq.m.’ 

- 3 bedrooms in Al Rabia 
area, third floor, 1 90 sq.m . 

Atxjoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
Fax: 810520 > 


STUDIO HAIG 

ProfcakMud Quality) in 
1 Hoar Service 

Develop your* colour film at 
oar shop and fec- 

• JUMBO ptoce 


Opp. Grindlayi 
Bank. Hme: (MM2 
Sweficta Id: 823891 


•CLEANING SERVICES 

HriMriOrRCKS. 
PUBLIC PLACES 


IAINTFNANCE SERVICES 

HEATIXfi SYSTEMS* 
S 5 LL'Ni31N(i 

•FOR KENT: 

DELUXE VILLiS AND 
RATS (HJRNISliEDt 
UNFURNISHED 


Wl 


tevsvaM 

T Karjsrm 


i-sa-.tTs 






FOR-RENT 

DELUXE VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS 
FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHED 

JAMAL 
REAL ESTATE 


& 



idfia+taada 
R*&t€U€*CUtt 

Teppanyaki 
Sashimi 
Sushi 


TK1 : 699369 
I AX : 704414 




<&? 

CnOWlHOTB- 


- INDOOR HEATED 
SWIMMING POOL 
-SAUNA JACUZZI & 

MASSAGE 
-FITNESS ROOM 
-TENNIS & SQUASH 
COURTS 


TEL: 758180 
Radio & TV Station Rd. 




CAL ESTATE 


FOR 
r RENT 

I Deluxe \ i!!ris 


Deluxe YiS'ris 
c- 

C- 

Appanmonts 
in Amman 


m 

For details please cell 

Tel . 864230 
Fax. 864231 


0 


TO RDUERTISE IN 
THIS SECTION CALL 
667171/6 - 670141/4 
Ent. 223 


PIZZA GRANDE- 


Jbc kefiaQ Taste j 


Gourmet PEZfl . 


W* cue ll/e v&y ben itgreScjls 


nIMVvi • 


TryiheOW**^ d 


^ STUFFED PIZZA 

> « Tew (DrogoStyfa) 


PAN PIZZA 


2* (Ttwi-orTMdCna!) 


z, ITALIAN SANDWICHES 


^ /iota Brif.tiaOSi. 

tblran IrnmT ' 

■ 


Ihi Mw Tones 8) Ita* btnaa 


AtahSa-Abata A 
Supentora V 

TeL 688 471 ExL 32 



i 
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Jordan Times, Tuesday, January 28, 1997 


European soccer roundui 


Packers are Super Bowl champs again E=S P ires Chelsea 


NEW ORLEANS (R) — 
Somewhere Vince 

Lombardi is smiling — 
the Green Bay Packers are 
Super Bowl champions 
again. 

Twenty-nine years after 
the Lombardi-coached 
Packers won the last of 
three consecutive National 
Football League champi- 
onships. the sport s most 
fabled franchise is back on 
top as Green Bay beat the 
New England Patriots 35- 
21 to win Super Bowl 
XXXI G:i Sunday. 

“It's the Vince Lombardi 
trophy, so it's going back 
home." said ecstatic 
Packers receiver Antonio 
Freeman, who caught the 
longest touchdown pass in 
Super Bowl history — an 
SI -yard bomb from Green 
Bay quarterback Brett 
Favre. 

Favre threw two touch- 
down passes and ran for 
another to complete a bril- 
liant season in which he 
was named the league's 
Most Valuable Player. 

But the game's MVP 
honours went to return 
specialist Desmond 
Howard. the former 
Heisnian trophy winner 
who became the* first spe- 
cial teams player to be 
named Super Bowl MVP. 

Howard had a record- 
setting day. including a 
spectacular 99-yard kick 
return for a touchdown 
late in the third quarter 
j'ust when it appeared the 
Patriots had got back into 
the game. 

“He's a great guy, he's 
rejuvenated his~ career. 
That return was unbeliev- 
able," said Favre, who 
completed 14 of 27 passes 
for 246 yards and did not 
throw an interception. 

Howard returned four 
kicks for 154 yards and 
six punts for a Super Bowl 
record 90 yards more, a 
total of 244- return yards 
— also a record. 

The 99-yard kick return 
was the longest in NFL 
post-season history. 

And his first punt return 
of the game, a 32-yarder, 
put Green Bay in excellent 
position to score its first 
touchdown — a 54-yard 

g ass by Favre to Andre 
.ison. 

”1 was so excited when it 
worked out just the way 
we practiced it.*' said 
Favre. “It hasn't really hit 
us yet that we're Super 
Bowl champions." 

The victory marked the 
1 3th consecutive win for 
the National Football 
Conference team in the 
Super Bowl. It was also 
the first title for several 
veteran players, most 
notably future Hall of 
Fame defensive end 
Reggie White, who sacked 
new England quarterback 
drew Bledsoe three times. 

“Now I can sit back with 
my son for years and 
watch the highlights of 
this Super Bowl and he 
can see daddy gening 
three sacks." beamed the 
1 2-year veteran. 

"Today God was a 
Green Bay Packer." said 
White, an ordained minis- 
ter. 

“When I come down 
from the high I’m on. 
maybe I'll realise what I 
did." "I'm really hum- 
bled by this experience. 
This is the greatest group 
of players I've ever been 
around." said emotional 
Green Bay coach Mike 
Holmgren. 

The defeat cost New 
England's Bill Porcells a 
chance to become the first 
coach to win Super Bowls 
with two different teams. 
He won twice with the 
New York Giants. 

■‘No one could be more 
disappointed than I am 
because I do think we had 


* 


.jfc ^ '-V- 
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Curtis Martin (C) of the New England Patriots breaks through LeRoy Butler tL) of the Green Bay Packers to score 
a touchdown in the third quarter of Super Bowl XXXI at the Superdome in New Orleans. The Packers Doug Evans 
(Rjp tries to help ( Reuters photo) 



Green Bay Packers safety Mike Prior flips New 
England's Shawn Jefferson off his back after intercept- 
ing a Drew Bledsoe pass in the second quarter during 
Super Bowl XXXI (Reuters photo) 


a chance there for a 
moment.” said Parcells. 
who is widely expected to 
leave the Patriots for 
another coaching job next 
season. 

"You never know when 
this opportunity is going 
to come again, so I'm 
grateful I had the chance 
To he here." Parcells said. 

Conventional wisdom 
that says a team must 
establish a ball-control 
running game to win a 
championship went out 
the window almost imme- 
diately as Favre and 
Bledsoe took to the air 
early and often in a classic 
quarterback duel in the 
first half. 

Bledsoe was red-hot in 
the first quarter, complet- 
ing S-of-15 passes for 123 
yards and two touch- 
downs. the second putting 
New England ahead 14- 
10 . 

But Bledsoe finished 
with four interceptions, 
and those turnovers, com- 
bined with Howard’s 
heroics, did in the Patriots. 

"The Packers made 
more big plays than we 


did... And they basically 
played a mistake-free 
football game," said 
Bledsoe. “My hat's off to 
them.” 

The Packers seized the 
early momentum on 
Green Bay's second play 
from scrimmage as Favre 
found Rison streaking past 
defender Otis smith and 
delivered a perfect touch- 
down pass. Rison was so 
far ahead of Smith that he 
slowed to high-step into 
the end zone. 

Bledsoe's first intercep- 
tion, when Doug Evans 
stepped in front of patriots 
receiver Terry Glenn for 
the pickoff, fed to a 37- 
yard Chris Jaeke field goal 
and a 10-0 Green Bav 
lead. 

But Bledsoe then went 
to work, moving his team 
up the field, and a pass 
interference penalty by 
Green Bay's Craig 
Newsome put the ball on 
Lhe 1 -yard-line. 

On the nexi play. 
Bledsoe found Keith 
Byars in the back of the 
end zone and the Patriots 
were on the scoreboard. 


Green Bay Packers future Hall of Fame defensive end 
Reggie White walks across the field with the Lombardi 
Trophy following the Packers’ victory over the New 
England Patriots in Super Bowl XXXI (Reuters photo) 


trailing 10-7. 

On their next posses- 
sion, Bledsoe connected 
with Glenn on a 44-yard 
pass to the Green Bay 4, 
and followed it with a 
touchdown pass to tight 
end Ben Coates for a 14- 
10 New England lead with 
two and a half minutes to 
go in the first quarter. The 
lead held up until the first 
minute of the second quar- 
ter when Favre opened a 
Green Gay drive with his 
SI -yard bomb to a streak- 
ing freeman for a 17-14 
advantage. The Packers 
□ever trailed again. 

A 32-yard Jacke field 
goal with 8:15 left in the 
half increased Green 
Bay’s lead to 20-14 and 
the Packers added another 
touchdown before the half 
was over. 

Green Bay made it 27- 
14 with 1:11 left in the 
half when Favre capped a 
nine-play. 74-yard drive 
by scrambling for a touch- 
down from the 2-yard line. 

The shootout mentality 
calmed down in the sec- 
ond half as both teams’ 
defences began asserting 


themselves. 

But the Patriots made 
another run at the title late 
in the third quarter. 

Bledsoe directed an 
eight-play. 53-yard scor- 
ing drive as Curtis Martin 
barrelled 18 yards through 
the middle of the Green 
. Bay defence for a touch- 
down that brought New 
England wi thin 27-21 
with 3:27 left in the quar- 
ter. 

But the New England 
euphoria was short-lived 
as Howard took the Adam 
■ Vinatieri kickoff and gal- 
loped away on his historic 
run that put a spike 
through the hearts of 
Patriot fans. 

The Patriots never really 
recovered from the shock 
of surrendering the touch- 
down and a two-point 
conversion that put them 
1 4 points in a hole so soon 
after closing the gap to 
realistic striking distance. 

“I think what really 
deflated them was 
Desmond,” White said. 
“When he ran that touch- 
down back that really 
deflated them.” 


CINEMA 


TEL634144 CINEMA 


TEL634144 N/' CINEMA 


TEL699238 


PHILADELPHIA “1” 


PHILADELPHIA “2” 


PLAZA 


Eddie Murphy & Michael Douglas & Keanu Reeves &Doipii 

Angela Bassett.... in Elite Ping ... in Lundgren...in 

VAMPIRE IN THE AMERICAN Johnny Mnemonic 
BROOKLYN PRESIDENT 

Shows: 12:30, 3:00, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 Shows: 12:30. 3:00, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 Shows: 12:00, 2:00, 6:30, 8:3Q, 10:30 


LONDON (R) — Chelsea’s 
multi-national team pro- 
duced one of their most eye- 
catching displays under 
manager Ruud Gullit, 
Italians Gianiuca VialJi and 
Gianfranco Zola supplying 
three of their goals in a dra- 
matic 4-2 English F.A. Cup 
win over Liverpool. 

Former European champi- 
ons Milan and Benfica also 
slumped to weekend defeats 
as the League leaders in 
Italy (Juvenrusj, Spain 
iReal Madrid) and France 
(Monaco) all won. 

Following is a round-up 
of the soccer action from 
around Europe this week- 
end: 

En gland 


Chelsea staged an out- 
standing comeback to beat 
Liverpool 4-2 in the fourth 
round of the F.A. Cup after 
trailing 2-0 at half-time. 
Newcastle were knocked 
out after squandering a 1-0 
lead at home to Nottingham 
Forest, who fought back to 
win through two goals from 
Ian Woan. 

In Saturday’s Cup match- 
es minor league Woking 
scored with seconds 

remaining at Premier 

League Coventry to earn a 
l-l draw. Hednesford, the 
only other minor league 
side in the competition, 
gave Middlesbrough the 
fright of their lives but 
eventually went down 3-2. 

First division Bradford 

beat Everton 3-2 at 

Goodison Park and Second 
Division Wrexham beat 
hapless West Ham 1-0 in a 
third round replay. 

Holders Manchester 
United looked to have 

secured their passage into 


Rodman 

gets 

Converse 

contract 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Dennis Rodman, suspend- 
ed from professional bas- 
ketball for kicking a cam- 
eraman, nonetheless 
received a multiyear con- 
tract to promote Converse 
sports shoes. 

Terms of the deal 
announced Sunday with 
the Chicago Bulls’ star for- 
ward were not disclosed. 

“We look forward to 
Dennis’ imminent return to 
the NBA and the world 
champion Chicago Bulls.” 
Converse Vice President 
James Solomon said in a 
statement. 

“He is one of the best 
defensive players in the 
league who has a passion 
and commitment for the 
true essence of the game of 
basketball and who is 
recognised for his raw. 
emotional style on the 


recognised for his raw. 
emotional style on the 
court.” 

Rodman, who has been 
suspended without pay for 
at least 1 1 games and fined 
for kicking a courtside 
cameraman, said last week 
he will play for free to 

make amends in response 
to a plea from President 
Bill Clinton. 

He reached an out-of- 
court-settlement for 
$200,000 with cameraman 
Eugene Amos whom he 
kicked in the groin during 
a game in Minneapolis last 
week. 

But he has been suspend- 
ed without pay for at least 
1 1 games by the National 
Basketball Association and 
fined $25,000 dollars for 
his behaviour. 


the fifth round when they 
went 1-0 up against 
Wimbledon after 89 min- 
utes but the Londoners 
forced a replay with an 
equaliser deep into injury 
time. 

Italy 


Milan's fading hopes of 
retaining their title all but 
disappeared after a humili- 
ating 3-1 defeat at seeond- 
from-bottom Verona left 
them 10th. 

Arrigo Sacchi's side have 
now lost seven league 
matches this season — as 
many as they have won — 
and lie eleven points behind 
leaders Juventus. 3-1 win- 
ners over bottom club 
Reggiana. 

Juve's Michele Padovano, 
playing against his old club, 
scored one goal and made 
another to keep the 
European champions four 
points clear at the top with 
36 points from 1 8 matches. 

Second-place Sampdoria 
kept Juve in their sights 
after coming from 2-1 down 
to defeat Perugia 5-2 thanks 
to their prolific front-line 
partnership of Vincenzo 
Montella and Roberto 
Mancini, both of whom 
scored twice. 

Vicenza, convincing 3-2 
winners over Fiorentina, 
moved into third. 


Madrid, who were led to a 
4-0 victory over Celta Vigo 
by another Brazilian, 
defender Roberto Carlos. 

With the nearest chal- 
lenger now seven points 
adrift, the league title again 
looks like a two-club race. 
Third-placed Deportivo 
Corona lost i-0 at bottom 
club Extremadura on 
Saturday, while Real 
Sociedad went down by the 
same score in the dying 
moments of their game at 
struggling Logrones. 

The game between 
Tenerife and sixth-placed 
Atletico Madrid was post- 
poned after 10 members of 
the champions' squad 
caught gastro-enteritis. 


France 


Monaco stretched their 
lead at the top of the French 
League to seven points with 
a 2-0 win over their nearest 
rivals Paris Saint-Germain. 

Marseille dented in-form 
Bastia's title hopes by beat- 
ing them 1-0. Bastia had 
won seven of their eight 
previous matches. 


Portugal 


Spain 


Brazilian striker Ronaldo 
celebrated his FIFA world 
player of the year award 
with a first-half bat-trick as 
Barcelona thrashed Rayo 
VaJJecano 6-0 on Sunday. 
Barcelona stay second in 
the Spanish championship, 
three points behind Real 


Benfica. without suspend- 
ed captain Joao Pinto. lost 
2-1 ai home to Belenenses 
and slip to third in the table. 
It was their third consecu- 
tive defeat and earned them 
boos from their home fans. 

Sporting beat Boavista 3- 
1 at home to go second. 
Reigning champions Porto, 
who meet Gil Vicente on 
Monday, are 10 points clear 
and look to have the title 
safely in their grasp. 



Cantona dives out 


LONDON (AFP) — Eric Cantona, vital to Manchester 
United's bid for the FA Cup and English Premiership, will 
be out for two games after being booked for diving in 
Saturday's FA Cup fourth round draw with Wimbledon. 
The booking took him past 21 disciplinary points, which 
automatically incurred a two-match ban. It is Cantona’s 
first suspension since being suspended for eight months 
for his kung-fu attack on a Crystal Palace supporter at 
Selhurst park two years ago. Cantona will miss the fifth 
round FA Cup home tie against QPR if United win next 
week's replay against Wimbledon, as well as the 
Premiership game at Arsenal on February 19. If United 
are knocked out of the Cup by Wimbledon, he will miss 
the arsenal game and the visit to Chelsea on February 22. 


Bartova beats indoor record 


REYKJAVIK (AFP) — Czech pole vaulier Daniela 
Bartova beat her own European indoor record last week- 
end when she cleared 4.31 metres at a 90-year anniver- 
sary competition of Icelandic athletics in Reykjavik. 
Bartova, whose previous record was 4.30m, then had 
three close attempts at the world record of 4.41 m. 


Prost aiming for Melbourne 


PARIS (AFP) — — Former four-times world champion 
Alain Prost, trying to buy out Ligier, hopes to tine up a I 
new Formula One motor racing team at the Australian 
Grand Prix which opens the season at Melbourne in 
March. But there is still a Jong wav to go in a very com- 
plex business project.” he told the sports daily L’Equipe. 


Inter eye Monaco defender 


MONACO (AFP) — Italian side Inter Milan have 
approached Monaco about defender Patrick Blondean but 
the French i League leaders are unlikely to let the newly- 
2K? detender go Italian clubs have until Jan. 31 to 
beat the transfer deadline. 


Marseille rule out Pedros move 


MARSEILLE (AFP) — Olympique Marseille general 
manager Jean-Michel Roussier has ruled out a transfer of 

PedrosTftalian 

side Parma. Nobody has made a firm bid ” he said 

price 

Marseille sinr* h- having an unhappy time at 

wL Cl0Se K eaSOn m0Ve frora Nines. He 

ma(chSnf R ^ su c bstltuted in die French league 
maccn against Basua on Saturday, 
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THE AMERICAN Johnny Mnemonic 


" CINEMA TEL:677420 ' 

CONCORD 

CONCORD w l n 

Arnold Schwarzenegger in 

ch eraser 

Shows: 1ZA5, 2:15, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


CONCORD “2” 

Coming Soon... “Custom made 
Citizen” 

The satirical play starring Mousa Hijazin 


~ Nahil & Hisham’s Theatre '' 

tel 625155 

Ramadan specials 
by Nabil & Hisham 

starting Jan. 22 
Wed., Thurs., & Fit 
or reservations please call 
640155, 625155 
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Adam Malysz of Poland soars in the air to win the large hill event in World Cup 
ski jumping i n Ha kuba. Malysz won the World Cop jumping event with 246.7 
points a g a ins t stiff competition from Japanese athletes (Reuters photo) 


Tomba, Compagnoni lead the way 
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CORTINA D’AMPEZZO, Italy (R) — 
Italy’s Olympic skiing heroes Alberto 
Tomba and Deborah Compagnoni gave 
their nation what it wanted to see' on 
Sunday, a week before the spotlight falls on 
the World Championships in Italy. 

Tomba, a triple Olympic and double 
world champion, brought sighs of relief all 
round with a storming second place in a 
men’s slalom in Kitzbuehel on Sunday. 

After a season fraught with injury and ill- 
ness, the 30-year-old Italian showman 
demonstrated he can still mix with the best 
and is not about to be written off. 

Compagnoni, herself a double Olympic 
gold medallist and reigning world giant 
slalom champion, showed she is hitting the 
form of her life by winning a giant in 
Cortina. 

It was the first world cap win of her career 
in Italy — but the third successive first 
place this month — and an excellent omen 
for the future if any were needed. 

If anyone doubted that skiing on home 
snow gives an enormous boost, five of the 
Jen’s and women’s World Cup races at 
:nd went to skiers from the home 
). Mario Reiter and Fritz StrobI, 
winners at Kitzbuehel. did the 
for Austria with only Frenchman 



But it was Tomba, a man who hates com- 
ing second, who delighted the fans with his 
runner-up sloL 

He has competed in only five races this 
season, finished just three and been second 
twice. 

“I could have won this race seeing as how 
1 was only 19 hundredths of a second 
behind. And that on a soft piste, the oppo- 
site of what is needed to attack,” Tomba 
said. 

Corapagnoni’s victory rounded off a 
remarkable week for the Italian women's 
team whose skiers have now won five of the 
last six races and a total of eight so far this 
season. 

Kostner, the world Super-G champion, 
sounded a note of caution after following up 
her downhill win with the Super-G on 
Saturday. She warned that soaring expecta- 
tions could load unbearable pressure on the 
skiers. 

The only negative note was news that 
Sabiria Panzanixu, winner of two giant 
slaloms this season, is suffering from an 
Achilles injury. Officials said they had no 
doubt she would be ready to race at the 
championships. 

Others at Cortina were not so lucky. 
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Germany’s Martina Ertl, the World Cup 
Loc|Uphand spoiling the fup xyitha down- n giant slalom champion, crashed in downhill 
' 1 <J '’"training arid, damaged her knee.. Sloven&s 

* Urska Hrovat fell ur Sunday’s giant almost 
at the finish line and tore the cruciate liga- 
ments in a knee. 

Both were ruled out of the champi- 
onships. 


fuR win. 

In Italy,' the three women’s races all had 
Italian winners although Isolde Kostner had 
to share the downhill gloiy with 
Switzerland’s Heidi Zurbriggen in a rare 
tie. 
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Violence mars African Nations 
Cup qualifiers 
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JOHANNESBURG (AFP) 
— Violence marred a disap- 
^ pointing second qualifying 

IuwjI c inrlnnr record J round for the 1998 African 
iHTdlS IllUUUi ft Nations Cup this weekend 

with five players sent off 
\| |*t i .-.!■■ ■’ •' j and 11 matches producing 

' only 19 goals. 

Senegal and Egypt were 
reduced to 10 men in Dakar 
when Ousmane Diop and 
Ali Maher got red cards 
with seven minutes left of a 
goalless clash in which the 
pharaohs displayed little 
inclination to attack. 

Guinean Maurice Camara 
and Tunisian Mounir 
Boukadida received march- 
ing orders during the sec- 
ond-half in Conakry, where 
a 50th-minute goal from 
Abdou Sal am Sow sent 
local fans home happy. 

Minnows Namibia will 
leave Cameroon with few 
pleasant memories after 
conceding four goals, hav- 
ing four players cautioned 
and Mohammed Hoseb 
expelled for a second book- 
able offence. 

When Mali scored the 
only goal against Algeria in 
Bamako a mini-riot devel- 
oped involving players and 
officials and the Senegalese 
referee took several minutes 
to restore order. 

The violence further dent- 
ed the image of a competi- 
tion hit by the withdrawals 
of Sudan and die Central 
African Republic and the 
failure of Ethiopia to fulfill 
a fixture in Morocco. 

Most of the Ethiopian 
team sought political asy- 
lum during a stopover in 
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lions in Yaounde. 

Veteran Portuguese-based 
forward Chiquinho Conde 
triggered the rout of 
Mauritius in Maputo with 
an early second-half goal 
followed by late strikes 
from Sergio Matsolo and 
Andre Macarao. 

With a third of the quali- 
fying programme complete, 
only Guinea, Mali, Togo 
and Zambia boast 100 per- 
cent records while Benin, 
Ethiopia, Tanzania and 
Mauritius appear out of the 
running. 

Zambia discovered there 
is life after Kalusha Bwalya 
and regained lost pride with 
a 2-0 victory over Malawi 
on a Blantyre pitch made 
treacherous by pre-match 
rain. 

Former African footballer 
of the year Bwalya did not 
play following criticism by 
team-mates of his privi- 
leged position and media 
alfegations that he wielded 
too much influence over 
coach Freddie Mwila. 

National players claimed 
Kalusha travelled business 
class while other profes- 
sionals were given economy 
tickets and was the only 
footballer not to share a 
hotel room. 

Injured AC Milan star 
George Weah was sorely 
missed by Liberia, who 
slumped to surprise Group 6 
pacesetters Togo despite 
taking an early lead through 
Jonathan Sogbie. 

Bruce Grobbelaar took 
Hm e off from facing match- 
fixing charges in England to 

« e rr* 1 1 „ A A 


poor shooting continued to 
plague Zimbabwe and when 
they did look like breaking 
the deadlock, goalkeeper 
Simon Addo or the wood- 
work got in the way. 

Having survived the 
onslaught, ' the black stars 
almost snatched victory in 
the closing stages, but the 
finishing of veteran mid- 
fielder Abedi Pele left much 
to be desired. 

Ivory Coast, champions in 
1992 and third two years 
later, continue to struggle 
with an early Guel 
Tchrressoua goal giving 
them an unsatisfactory suc- 
cess over little Benin. 

Hosts Burkina Faso and 
defending champions South 
Africa automatically quali- 
fy for the finals and will be 
joined by the winners and 
runners-up of the seven 
groups. 
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Moya enters 
‘top-ten’ 
in latest ATP 
rankings 

PARIS (AFP) — Spain’s 
Australian Open finalist 
Carlos Moya enters the 
‘top-ten’ of the ATP tennis 
rankings for the first time 
today. 

Moya, who was in 25th 
place before the Grand 
Slam event in Melbourne, 
is now up in ninth place 
just behind South African 
Wayne Ferreira.. 

Pete Sampras, who won 
the Australian Open, is 
comfortably clear of sec- 
ond-placed Goran 

Ivanisevic of Croatia, third- 
placed Thomas Muster of 
Austria and fourth-placed 
f ell o w - American Michael 
Chang. 

Latest ATP rankings: 

1. Pete Sampras 5774 

2. Goran Ivanisevic 356 6 

3. Thomas Muster 3492 

4. Michael Chang 3417 

5. Y. Kafelnikov 3367 

6. Richard Krajicek 2371 

7. Mairelo Rios 2329 

8. Wayne Ferreira 2221 

9. Carlos Moya 2171 

10. Thomas Enqvist 2086 

1 1 . Albert Costa 2036 

12. A, Agassi 1948 

13. Boris Becker 1931 

14. Todd Martin 1840 

15. Felix Mantilla 1688 

16. lim Henman 1587 

17. Stefan Edbeig 1561 

1 8. M. Gustafsson 1537 

19. Michael Stich 1516 

20. A. Berasategui 1477 


Karlsson 

dominates 

short 

course cup 


MALMO, Sweden (R) - — 
SwedenY 'LOOise'' Karlsson 
equalled her own 100 metres 
individual medley short 
course world record at a 
World Cup meeting on 
Sunday. 

The 22-year-old Swede 
recorded a time of one 
minute 01.03 seconds, three 
seconds ahead of Danish 
runner-up Britta Vestergaard, 
and appears to be back to her 
1992 form when she set the 
world record at Espoo, 
Finland. 

She also won the 50 metres 
breaststroke in 31.63 sec- 
onds, finishing over a second 
ahead of Britain’s Jaime 
King. 

Finland’s Vesa Hanski 
added to Nordic delight by 
winning the men’s 100 
metres butterfly in 53.40 sec- 
onds . 

Klim beaded a strong 
Australian team which domi- 
nated the two-day event, and 
won the men's 200 metres 
fre es tyle in 1 :45.99 — nearly 
a second ahead of Sweden’s 
former world record holder 
Anders Holrnertz. 

The Australians cheered 
Natasha Bowron to victory 
over China's Guo Wei in the 
400 metres freestyle and 
Matthew Dunn and Robert 
Van der Zant were first and 
second in the men’s 200 
metres medley. 


Italy, forcing the rest of the play for Zimbabwe in a 0-0 
party to return home. A draw with Ghana that took 
decision on whether the east an unusual turn just before 
Africans will remain in the . half-time. 

A swarm of bees invaded 


I is expected soon. 

* Cameroon and 

Mozarabigye-wfire the only 
fcams'loifind the net fre- 
quently with Patrick 

Mboma and Jean-Jacques 
Misse-Misse scoring twice 
eac h for the indomitable 


the packed national stadi- 
um, leaving players and 
match officials crawling 
towards the exits with shirts 
covering their heads and 
many spectators panicking. 

The incests soon left but 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH WRSCH 


8POT CARDS ON PARADE 
Neither vulnerable. South deals. 


WEST 
* A 72 
OSS 

4 Q 7642 
4964 


NORTH 
* J 10 8 3 

CKQJ 

O 10 8 

»Q J106 


BAST 

*964 

9109482 

OEJ 

*A8S 


SOUTH 

*KQ5 

OA76 

OA953 

*K72 


The bid 
SOUTH 
1NT 
20 
Pass 


Pan 

Paw 

Paw 


NORTH 

2 * 

sot 


EAST 

Pan 


Opening Four of Q 

It's an old adage that you most 
spend money to make money. At 
the bridge table, tricks are the cun 
of the realm. 

After South opened the bidding 
with one no trump, North used the 
Stayman Convention to cheek on 
the possibility of a 4-4 spade fit. 
When South denied a four- card 
major. North went straight to the 
no-trump same. 


West led a low diamond and 
declarer, noticing that the nine 
would be a second stopper in the 
emt, won the ace. A law dub to die 
queen lost to the ace, and East 
returned the jack of diamonds. 

If East held a third diamond, 
West could play low and the defend- 
ers would score four tricks in dia- 
monds. However, since South had 
HfrfitnH length in either mqjar, one 
of the minors had to be fear cards 
'long, and the early play strongly 
suggested it would be in diamonds. 
So West overtook the jade of dia- 
monds with the queen and contin- 
ued with the seven to farce out the 
nine. Declarer could not come to 
nine tricks without at least one 
spade, but West grabbed the firct 
spade and cashed two diamond 
tricks for a one-trick set 

Declarer could have made the 
contract either by holding off the 
ace of diamonds altogether, or by 
winning the second diamond Both 
those ptays, however, would have 
lost a cold contract had diamonds 
split 4-3. Still, perhaps South 
should have deduced the lead was 
from a five-card suit. The auction 
pointed to a major suit as a more 
promising salvo, so a lead from ■ 
four-card minor is rarely pro- 


Jordan becomes 
2 million NBA All 



to win 
Star votes 


NEW YORK (AFP) — 
Michael Jordan became the 
first player in the history of 
the National Basketball 
Association to tally more 
than 2 million votes in fan 
balloting for the All-Star 
game, the league said 
Sunday. 

The 46th annual NBA All- 
Star game will be played at 
Gund Arena in Cleveland on 
February 9. 

Jordan led all NBA vote- 
getters for the eighth time in 
his career with 2,451,136, 
and is die all-time leader in 
votes received with over 12 
million in his career. 

He will be joined in the 
east starting lineup by 
Orlando Magic guard Penny 
Hardaway, Detroit Pistons 
forward Grant Hill, Bulls 
forward Scottie Pippen and 
New York Knicks centre 
Patrick Ewing. 

Hill, who led all players in 
votes received in 1995 and 
1996, collected 1,868,020 
votes this year and was fol- 
lowed at forward by 
Pippen’s 1,683,596. 
Chicago’s Dennis Rodman, 
who is suspended at least 
through the all-star game 
for kicking a cameraman, 
finished third with 887,483. 

Hardaway, who has been 
limited to just 15 games due 
to injury, finished with 



Chicago Bulls star MJcharl Jordan 

1,132,024 votes. Ewing selection 
bested Alonzo Mourning of 
the Miami Heat, 1,395.759 
to 1,041,570, for the starting, 
job. 

This is the Uth All-Star 


fur Jnrdaii and 
Ewing, the sc-enlli Inr 
Pippen and the third Ut 
both Hill and Hai Jau.ij . 

In the west. 1 1 1 i'll iii'Js 
Charles Bark lex ■ >1 the 


Houston Rockets and 
Shawn Kemp of the Seattle 
Supersonics were the top 
vote-getters. 

Joining Barkley' and 
Kemp, who will start 
together for the third 
siraight year, in the srarting 
lineup are Houston centre 
Hakeem Olajuwon. Seattle 
guard Gary Payton and 
Utah Jazz guard John 
Stockton. 

Barkley was the top vote- 
gener in the west xvitb 
1.877.232. followed closely 
Kemp’js 1.713.1)49. 

Olajuwon compiled 
1.487.310 votes, just ahead 
of Sliaquille O’Neal of the 
Las Angeles Lakers, who 
had 1 .305.94 1 . 

Payton collected 

1.21)6.539 voles, while 
Stockton came in with 
1. 1 27.250. 

This is the 1 2th All-Star 
selection lor Olajuwon. \he 
II ih for Barkley, ninth for 
Stuckum. fifth for K.emp 
ami fourth for Pax ton. 

NBA head coaches will 
une for the remaining 
members of the .-All-Star 
teams in their re spcctive 
conferences, and th eir. selec- 
tions will be announced 
lalet this week. 


Lakers win in Seattle 
to take division lead 


SEATTLE (R) — The young Los 
Angeles Lakers took sole possession 
of first place in the Pacific Division 
Sunday, edging the Western 

Conference champion Seattle 
Supersonics by a single point, 104- 
103. 

Nick Van Exei, 25, scored 25 points, 
Eddie Jones, also 25, added 23 points 
and 24-year-old Shaquille O’Neal had 
22 and 11 rebounds for the Lakers, 
who blew a 21 -point first-half lead but 
beat the Sonics for the second time in 
as many meetings this season. 

“It was a playoff game," Los Angeles 
coach Del Hanis said. “Of course, 
we’ll have fans that won’t like it 
because we had a 21-point lead and 
only won by one point But that’s just 
something we’ll have to deal with." 

Gary Payton had 25 points and 
Detlef Schrempf added 18 for Seattle, 
which dropped its second straight 
game and saw its 1 1-game home win- 
ning streak snapped. Seattle tied the 
game for the final time at 100-100 on 
Terry Cummings’ three-pointer. But 
18-year-old Kobe Bryant answered 
with an eight-footer and Jones made a 
pair of free throws with 1 :07 remain- 
ing for a 104-100 edge. 

Sam Perkins missed a three-pointer, 
but Cummings stole the ball from Van 
Exel and Payton converted a three- 
point play to cut the Laker lead to 104- 
103 with 30 seconds left. 

Seattle got the ball back after a Los 
Angeles missed shot went out of 
bounds, but Hersey Hawkins missed a 
three-point try at the buzzer. 

The Lakers had built a 32-22 lead in 
the first quarter which swelled as high 
as 51-30 before standing at 62-51 at 
halftime. But Payton scored 1 1 points 
in the third quarter as the Sonics cut 
the deficit to 83-80. 


Seattle scored the first four points of 
the fourth to take its first lead of the 
game at 84-83. Seattle led for the final 
time at 92-90 with 7:56 to plu\. but 
Van Exel hit a three and O’Neill had 
three straight points to give Los 
Angeles a 96-93 lead with 5 -45 to go. 

- “f got a4ot ©f-jgnod-tooks when they 
double-teamed ” Van Exel said. “This 
was a big game because it was Seattle 
and everybody was watching." 
Recently acquired Robert Horry fin- 
ished with 12 points for the Lakers, 
who shot 46.5 ]per cent (40-for-Soi 
from the field. Rookie Trax is Knight. 
22. grabbed eight rebounds for Los 
Angeles, helping them to a 45-35 
rebounding adxrinlage. ’The Lakers 
came out and jumped into the game 
better than we did," Seattle coach 
George Karl said. “And offensively xve 
started forcing a he ball againsi their 
size. Rebounding the ball, xve were 
awful in the first half and not much 
better in the second." 

Shawn Kemp had 15 points and 13. 
rebounds before fouling out fi*r 
Seattle, which fe 1 1 to S-S againsi teams 
with .500 or better records. 

In another key divisional battle in 
New York, Patrick Ewing had 24 
points and 10 rebounds and Allan 
Houston added tw o clutch three-point- 
ers as the Knicks denied former coach 
Pat Riley a berth in the All-Star game 
w'ith a 95-89 victory oxer vhe Miami 
Heat. 

Houston scored 17 points and 
Charles Oakley.' added 'ib points and 
11 rebounds for New York, which 
extended its home winning streak to 
14 games since a 99-75 loss ii> the 
Heat on December 3. The Knicks arc 
18-2 at home u.ll-iime against Miami. 

“We w'an.ted to go out and definitely 
get this one.” Ewing said. “We know 


Miami K a good team, they are playing 
xx ell and leading the division, so we 
wanted to make s are we could get the 
win." 

"I "hi usually nicked by the coaches, 
hm now I'm b ack in the starting line- 
up." Ewing sa id about being named to 
the All -Start earn 'as ti'starier. “It feels 
good. !'m w.‘r>- happy ah'tf looking fflr- 
xx ard In go\,ig. It means a lot." 

Riley. xv'jio couched the Knicks from 
199! -Of. denied a bid as coach of 
the East-im Conference .All-Star team. 
The Heat 1 30-12) fell a half-game 
behind, idle Detroit (30-1 1 ) for the sec- 
ond-best record in the easL 

Pistons couch Doug Collins xvill 
coach the east All-Star team. Phil 
Jackson, who has coached the Chicago 
Bulls to the league's best record this 
reason, coached last year’s team and is 
ineligible. 

Alonzo Mourning scored 22 points 
despite foul trouble and PJ. Brown 
and Isaac Austin added 14 apiece for 
the Heat, who fell to 20-6 on the road. 
Miami has lust 22 of its last 28 games 
with the Knicks. In Milwaukee. Glenn 
Robinson scored 19 points and pulled 
dow n 1 2 rebounds to lead the Bucks to 
a 94-7h victory over the San Antonio 
Spurs. 

Johnny Newman added IS points 
and Arrnon Gilliam had 15 points and 
l(i boards for Milwaukee, xx'hich has 
xx on consecutive games after dropping 
four of five. 

The Bucks, who never trailed, 
play cd without star forward Vin Baker, 
who suffered back spasms prior to the 
game. 

Carl Herrera recorded a season-high 
22 points and 1 1 rebounds for San 
Antonio, which has lost nine of its last 
II. 


-v 'WANTED.. 

A Y0UJMG UNIVERSITY GRADUATE 

A foreign international company is looking to e mp'ioy a 
young university graduate, age around 23 years, fluent in 
as many languages as possible, however, fluency in 
Arabic and English is a must The successful candidate 
shall be trained by the company to be come an 
international trader. Location shall be probably in Amman, 
but training shall take place abroad. 

Applicants shall send a curriculum vitae wi th a phone 
number to the following address: 

P.O.Box 815409, Amman 1 1180 


APARTMENT TO LET 

Furnished ground floor apartment. Located in Sweifieh with an area of 
200 sq.m. Consisting oi 3 bedrooms, sitting room, dining room, 
iamily sitting room and terrace, two bathrooms plus toilet for guests, 
central healing jir-tend:ifoninc unit in the sitting room, with excellent 
quality turmluie. garden 'viih vegetables and fruitful trees, private 
covered garage iviln capacity ot 2 to 3 cars, private main entrance in 
addition to the garage £ garaen entrance and the building entrance, 
prrvate teleohoi ie available . 'Satellite. TV and udeo. 

Notes: 

1. Priority to: foreign diplomats and foreign companies. 2. The 
apartment is occupied by the owner and will be rented for the first 
time. 3. The owner of the house is leaving Jordan in March, 1997. 
Seriously interested to call telephone 
No. 823957 between 1600 and 2000 hours. 


DOG FOR SALE 

A female Boxer dog. two m onths old. 

Price: JD150 

If interested piease call Tel: 818151 
after 10:00 a.n/u. 


Furnished Apartment For Rent 

Consisting of Ihree bedrooms, including a master 
bedroom with a bathroom, salon, dlr/mg and sitting area, 
three bathrooms, fully equipped kitch.en, garage, central 
heating, telephone, garden. The apartment is furnished 
with a luxurious furniture. 

Location: 5th Circle, behind the Arab Bank, main street. 

Please call Tel: 6199450 


FURNISHED 

SUPER DELUXE PENTHOUSE 

FOR RENT ( IN A TWO STOREY VILLA ) 


AREA 330 SQ METERS AND 150 SQ. M TERRACES. 
3 BEDROOMS lONE MASTER) SITTING ROOM WITH 
FIRE PLACE, DINING ROOM AND SALON, FULLY 
FITTED KITCHEN, TELEPHONE / FAX AVAILABLE 
ALL FLOORS ITALIAN MARBLE UNDER FLOOR 
HEATING, PARKING AVAILABLE, AND STORAGE 
ROOM AT BASEMENT, CONCIERGE AND LIFT. 
LOCATION : 

ABDOUN. CLOSE TO HOUSING BANK. 

PLEASE CALL OWNER AT TEL 857888 
FROM 9- 11 AM /3- 6 PM 


A 
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Beirut police, squatters 
clash; at least 18 injured 


BEIRUT (.Agencies) — 
Thirteen policemen and five 
squaners were reported 
injured Monday in dashes 
over dynamiting to make 
way for a road undeipass in 
a midtown Beirut neigh- 
bourhood. 

The dash in the Qantari 
Hotel district, an area devas- 
tated during the 1975-90 
civ’ll war, began in the morn- 
ing when squatters threw 
bottles and rocks at con- 
struction workers to block 
explosives from being read- 
ied for use. 

Helmeled riot police, car- 
rying shields and batons, 
were called in. A clash 
ensued and 13 policemen, 
including an officer, suf- 
fered light to moderate 
injuries, police Captan 
Mohammad Sharara said at 
the scene. 

Squatters said five women 
u r ere injured, including one 
hi.t on the head with a baton. 
The squaneis claim the 
blasting can damage the 
already shaky, war-damaged 
buila'ings where they live. 

There were no reports of 
arrests . By mid-morning, at 
least 70 policemen sur- 
rounded the site, sand- 
wiched between the burnt- 
out hulk of the Holiday Inn 
hotel an d the 40-storey 
Beirut Trade Centre tower, 
the capita] 's tallest building 
about 500 metres away. 

Three fire engines stood 
by, ready to intervene with 
high pressure hoses to con- 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — The 
U.S. Defence Dep&tnment 
has warmed to Israeli arms 
requests since the Recent 
agreement on Heibron 
which put the Israeli- 
feajestinian peace process 
back on track, a senior 
Israeli military official wais 
quoted Monday as saying. 

“The positive climate cre- 
ated by the Hebron agree- 
ment has made it easier for 
Israel to obtain U.S. mili- 
tary goods.” the indepen- 
dent daily Haaretz quoted 
the anonymous officer as 
saying. 

The officer was speaking 
following talks in 
Washington between the 
Israeli deputy army chief of 
staff. General Maian Vilnai. 
and U.S. defence officials 
responsible for military aid 
to the Jewish state. 

Among other develop- 


trol the crowd. Aimed 
policemen took up positions 
on rooftops and behind the 
riot police, but no shots 
were fired. 

But the situation calmed 
alter workers finished deto- 
nating all charges planned 
for the day. A police officer 
at the scene said controlled 
explosions to clear rocky 

terrain would continue 
through Thursday. 

Policemen confiscated 
film of the trouble from two 
news photographers. 

Ali Khalil, a Shiite mem- 
ber of parliament for south- 
ern Lebanon, mediated 
between police and the 
squatters. 

“The siege has provoked 
the squatters.” he said, 
maintaining that “the explo- 
sions threaten people's 
lives.” 

The dispute began several 
days when squatters, about 
700 Shiites mainly from an 
Israeli-occupied border strip 
in southern Lebanon, 
blocked the construction 
work, claiming the blasting 
was hazardous to their 
homes. 

Officials of Solidere, the 
SI billion company entrust- 
ed with rebuilding the 
downtown district, could not 
be immediately reached for 
comment 

Most of the squatters in 
Beirut’s war-devastated 
downtown have been com- 
pensated and cleared from 
buildings. However, some 


ments, Haaretz said, the 
United States agreed to 
move up delivery of several 
weapons systems from 
1999 to next year, including 
Blackhawk helicopters and 
SAAR-5 patrol boats. 

Israel receives $ 1 .8 billion 
in U.S. military aid each 
year. 

After months of U.S.-bro- 
kered negotiations, Israel 
turd the Palestinian National 
Authority finally agreed on 
Isirael’s long-delayed troop 
withdrawal from Hebron on 
Jan. 15. 

The agreement and subse- 
quent Israeli pullback from 
most of the West Bank city 
was the first breakthrough 
in the peace process since 
the right-wing government 
of Prime Minister 
Benyamin .Netanyahu was 
elected to office in May. 


remain amid the reconstruc- 
tion work, awaiting govern- 
ment compensation which 
has Ibeen delayed by lack of 
fund s. 

Afcidul Hamid Nasser, an 
official of the fund for the 
displaced, confirmed that 
the .squatters were refugees 
from South Lebanon who 
wen. 1 ; refusing to evacuate 
theur houses. 

“/Ml they really want is to 
doulble or triple the amount 
of compensation they are 
due to be paid and which 
they have so far refused to 
receive,” the official said. 

M r. Nasser said all fami- 
lies- from the border zone 
were allocated $ 8,000 — 
$3,000 more than other dis- 
placed families — to evacu- 
ate the apartments they have 
been occupying since die 
1975-1990 civil war. 

“They have refused to 
cooperate and last week 
tfk.*y also threw stones at 
workers. All this is to try to 
get more money, but we 
cannot accept this,” the offi- 
cial said. 

The fund is charged with 
pitying compensation to 
more than half a million dis- 
pl aced. It has so far paid off 
40 per cent of them, some- 
dimes at high prices which 
benefit senior members of 
political parties. 

•The operation “return of 
thie displaced'* has cost $434 
million up until the end of 
H9i96. It is financed mostly 
durough foreign loans. 

Egypt 
Allows in 
expellees 
on health 
grqwids 

CAIRO (AP) — Egypt 
allowed 10 Palestinians 
who have been stranded in 
a no-man’s land on the 
lEgyptian-Libyan border to 
t inter Egypt on Monday for 
medical treatment, a U.N. 
t jfficial said. 

The Palestinians evacu- 
ated from a make-shift 
desert camp include preg- 
r'fant women and people 
with heart conditions, said 
E*anos Momtzis. 

s pokesman for the United 
Nations High 

Commissioner for 

Refugees (UNHCR) in 
C^iro. 

“They were in critical 
condition because they 
Ih&ve been stranded at the 
.border for 16 months in 
conditions that are really 
unfit for humans to live,” 
Mr. Momtzis said. 

Hfc gave no other details 
of uhe Palestinians’ condi- 
tions. 

The 10 Palestinians bring 
ro : 13 those who have been 
evacuated from the camp to 
Egypt for medical treat- 
ment. Mr. Momtzis said. 
Twelve other people in the 
camp are still in need of 
medica l attention, suffering 
from siich illnesses as dia- 
betes arid asthma. 

Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadh-afi threw hundreds of 
Falesl\ini;yrts out of his 
country im 1994 to prove 
that life ilsraeli-Palestinian 
peace 4 coords were a sham 
since millions of 
Palestinian 'refugees had no 
guarantee o f return home. 

Many became trapped on 
the border .because they 
had no prof*er papers to 
enter other countries, and 
Libya refused to take them 
back. 

About 150 rximain in the 
camp, trapped in a trash- 
strewn strip invested with 
scorpions. They are facing 
another eold winter in the 
desert, where temperatures 
reach freezing levels at 
night. 

Last week, the 
Palestinians hurl eel stones 
at Libyan officials who 
tried to bring the camp res- 
idents back to Li by A. The 
camp residents have sever- 
al times refused Libyan 
invitations to return, fear- 
ing they would go back and 
find no jobs or houses to 
live in. 


Hizbollah predicts 
new Israeli assault 

BEIRUT (R> — The leader of the pro-Iranian Hizbollah 
group was quoted on Monday os saying Israel might launch a 
wide-scale attack against guerrillas and Syrian troops in 
Lebanon. 

Shickh Hasson Nasrallah, secretary-general of the Shi’ile 
Muslim group, said the aim of such a military campaign 
would be to impose Israel's conditions for the resumption of 
the suspended peace talks with Beirut and Damascus. 

"Hoping to force Lebanon and Syria back to negotiations 
under its conditions, Israel might resent to a wide-scale aggres- 
sion if it proves to be the only and best means (to reach the 
goal),” Sheikh Nasrallah. told Al-Safir newspaper in an inter- 
view. 

He said Israel's “obstinacy in peace tolks~.and the addition 
of hundreds of millions of dote to the Israeli defence budget 
indicate that everything in Israel is going in the direction of a 
war”. 

Sheikh Nasrallah said the possible military operation would 
be larger than an April 1996 Israeli blitz on Lebanon but 
smaller than the 1 982 all-out Israeli invasion. Last April, Israel 
killed more than 200 people in air, sea and land bombardment 

The Shi' he Muslim cleric said a possible scenario for an 
Israeli blitz would include air raids on Syrian troops in 
Lebanon, on Hizbollah and even on the “Lebanese army” in 
an attempt to dismantle it”. 

Syria has 35,000 troops deployed across two-thirds of 
Lebanon and is the country’s main power broker. 

Sheikh Nasrallah. however, warned that such an Israeli 
attack “could open the door for a regional war”. 

“Israel will be taking a risk (by hitting Syrian taigets in 
Lebanon) because it will not be able to predict the Syrian reac- 
tion to such attack aimed at its direct military presence mi the 
Lebanese platform.” he said. 

Asked to comment on growing expectations of a possible 
Israeli strike on Syria. Sheikh Nasrallah said; “A war on Syria 
inside Syria does not change the equation. It changes the 
region, because such a move might blow up the whole peace 
process” 

Hizbollah (party of God) leads a guerrilla war 10 oust Israeli 
troops from a 15-ldlometre South Lebanon occupation zone. 
In 1996, Hizbollah guerrillas killed 27 Israeli- soldiers inside - 
the buffer zone. 

Peace talks between Lebanon and Israel — launched in 
1991 — have been suspended for nearly three years. Talks 
between Syria and Israel stalled over withdrawal from the 
Israeli occupied Golan Heights and the nature of future ties, 
have been suspended for 1 1 months. 


'U.S. more favourable 
to Israeli arms requests' 



DEMAND FOR PRISONER RELEASE: Palestinian women demonstrate outside the 
Palestinian Legislative Council compound in Gaza on Monday demanding that the 
Palestinian National Authority ' - exert pressure on Israel to release their sons from 
Israeli jails. The demons tra torts tried to break into the building but Palestinian secu- 
rity prevented them. Large number of Palestinians axe held in Israeli prisons. Israel 
is expected to release some of them on the occasion of Eid A1 Fitr which is due after 
two weeks (AFP photo) 


Syria says Saudis back 
its stand in peace talks 


RIYADH (Agencies) — Syrian Foreign 
Minister Farouq A1 Sharaa said here Monday 
that Saudi Arabia supported Syria’s condi- 
tions for the resumption of stalled peace 
talks with Israel. 

Mr. Sharaa. on a tour of Gulf states and 
Yemen with Syrian Vice-President Abdul 
Halim Khaddam, said that Riyadh offered its 
support to Syria during a “positive and 
friendly” meeting with King Fahd late 
Sunday. 

“The Saudis reiterated their support for the 
Syrian position, which demands a restarting 
of the negotiations (with Israel) at the point 
where they ended following a commitment 
on a withdrawal from the Golan.” Mr. 
Sharaa told AFP. 

Syria insists that negotiations with the 
Jewish state, on ice since February last year, 
must be restarted at the point where they 
were broken off with the previous Labour 
government in Israel. 

Damascus said Labour made a verbal com- 
mitment to hand back the Golan Heights, 
which Israel seized during the l<Vi7 war and 
“annexed” in 1981, and which Syria insists 
must be returned under any peace deal. 

The new right-wing Israeli government of 
Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu has 
called for talks with Syria to restart “without 
pre-conditions” and has suggested 
Damascus bring the issue of the Golan to the 
negotiating table. 

However, at the same time Mr. Netanyahu 
has firmly ruled out handing back the strate- 
gic plateau. 

The Israeli newspaper Haaretz reported 
that the United States had secretly freed 
Israel from the Labour commitment on the 
Golan in a letter to Mr. Netanyahu. 

An Arab diplomat added that the Syrian 


envoys were trying to drum up Arab support 
to cope with “pressure exerted by the 
Americans to resume the negotiations from 
zero” 

In remarks published Monday by the 
Arabic newspaper A1 Hayat, Mr. Sharaa said 
there “was no initiative for now to resume 
the negotiations” with Israel and that the sit- 
uation was “completely blocked.” 

Mr. Sharaa also denied “any direct or indi- 
rect contact with Israel.” 

The Israeli foreign ministry has said the 
two countries exchanged diplomatic mes- 
sages as part of a search' for a 'fomiiiEa to help 
restan the talks. 

Mr. Khaddam and Mr. Sharaa later on 
Monday flew on to Kuwait where they met 
the emir. Sheikh Jaber A1 Ahmad A1 Sabah, 
and delivered a message from President 
Hafez A1 Assad, the official Kuwaiti News 
Agency (KUNA) reported. 

The Syrian officials are also due to visit 
Bahrain. Oman, Qatar, United Arab Emirates 
and Yemen. 

Most Gulf Arab states have made any nor- 
malisation with Israel conditional on 
progress in the Syrian-Israeli track of the 
Middle East peace process, although Qatar 
and Oman agreed last year to exchange trade 
missions. 

Qatar and Oman froze their fledgling ties 
with the Jewish state late last year after the 
Palestmian-Israeli talks stalled, but Oman 
said it was ready to renew contacts after 
Israel redeployed from the West Bank town 
of Hebron. 

Arab diplomats in Riyadh added that Mr. 
Khaddam and Mr. Sharaa might ask the 
Gulf countries to maintain their decision to 
freeze contacts until there is progress on the 
Syrian track. 


Ambassador 
Shamir to 
quit post in 
February 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Isradi 
Ambassador to Jordan Shimon 
Shamir will leave his post at the 
end of February when a two- 
year agreement he signed with 
the Israeli foreign ministry 
expires, an embassy spokesman 
said Monday. 

Spokesman Shalom 

Tourgeman rejected as untrue 
suggestions that Mr. Shamir's 
departure was differences 
between the ambassador and 
the government of Benyamin 
Netanyahu- 

‘Therc is do political reason 
behind the ambassador's deci- 
sion to request the foreign min- 
istry to be relieved of his duties 
at the end of the two-year con- 
tract he signed” when the late 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin asked him go take up the 
post. Me Tourgeman told the 
Jordan Tiraes- 

Ambassador Shamir, in line 
with the agreement, wrote to 
die foreign ministry about six 
weeks ago that his contract was 
finishing at the end of February 
and that he wished to return to 
the academic life at Tel Aviv 
University, said the spokesman. 

Me Shamir was appointed in 
March 1995 by the previous 
government headed by the left- 
leaning Labour Party after 
Jordan and Israel signed their 
October 1994 peace treaty. 

Mr. Shamir, a Princeton 
University graduate, taught 
modem Middle East history at 
Tel Aviv University for five 
years before he came to Jordan. 

In 1988-1990, be served as 
ambassador to Egypt, where be 
established the Israeli academic 
centre to promote scientific and 
intellectual dialogue between 
Egyptians and Israelis. 

According to reports in the 
Israeli press, Oded Eran. 
deputy director-general of the 
economic affairs department of 
the foreign ministry. Is one of 
die candidates to ‘replace Mr. 
Shamir in Amman. 

Mr. Touxegman's comments 
confirmed a report carried by 
the Jerusalem-based A1 Quds 
Press that Mr. Shamir had said 
in his request to the foreign 
ministry that his reasons to quit 
the post was personal. 

Mr. Shamir himself told 
Israel Radio that there were no 
political reasons behind his 
refusal id renew his contract 

The Israeli dally Maariv. 
quoting foreign ministry 
sources, said that no one within 
the ministry' had tried to con- 
vince. Me Shamir to renew his 
current contract so as to extend 
his twm 

The paper also reported that 
one of the candidates for Mr 
Shamils replacement was Mr 
Eran and that if Mr Eran 
refused tire position, the Israeli 
government would find another 
candidate closer to the ruling 
Likud Party. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Syrians allowed to subscribe to Internet 


DAMASCUS (AFP) — Syrians will be able to sub- 
scribe to the Internet in six months, the official Tishrin 
newspaper said Monday, adding that Syria has set up 
its own Internet site. The site has about 150 sub- 
scribers from the political, economic, social and cul- 
tural sectors and offers information on Syrian civilisa- 
tion and culture, the press said. However, average 
Syrians will be able to get online in six months, 
Tishrin said. 


Militants kill Egyptian ex-policeman 


CAIRO (AP) — Suspected militants Monday shot to 
death a retired policeman who they suspected was 
informing on extremist activities in southern Egypt, 
police said. The victim was identified as 50-year-old 
Toony Mahmoud Abdul Rahman, said police officials, 
speaking under customary rules of anonymity. He was 
shot as he got into a car at his farm near Malawi, 260 
kilometres south of Cairo. The assailants fled, and a 
search was being conducted for them. More than 1,000 
people have died in violence since radicals began an 
anti-government campaign in 1 992. The radicals want 
to overthrow President Hosni Mubarak's secular 
regime and replace it with strict Islamic rule. 


3 killed, 3 injured in grenade blast in Turkey 


ANKARA (AFP) — Three people, including two chil- 
dren, were killed and three others injured when a 
grenade discovered by a group of children in the 
southeast region of Geng exploded, the Anatolia news 
agency reported on Monday. The agency said the chil- 
dren began playing with the grenade and tossing it 
around after finding it in an empty field. The region of 
Geng. in the province of Bingol, is at the centre of the 
1 3-year-old conflict between Kurdish rebels seeking a 
independent homeland and government troops. 


Saudi lawyer gets forensic 
data on Dhahran murder 


DUBAI (R) — The Saudi 
lawyer of two British nurses 
charged with murder in the 
kingdom has received the 
forensic medical report on the 
tolling and expects the final 
police report in the next few 
days, newspapers said on 
Monday. 

The reports are considered 
key elements in the case and 
could pave the way for the 
trial of Deborah Parry, 41, 
and Lucille McLauchlan, 31, 
who have been accused of 
murdering in December an 
Australian colleague Yvonne 
Gilford, 55. at a Saudi hospi- 
tal complex where they 
worked. 

If found guilty, they could 
be publicly beheaded by the 
sword. Legal sources say it 
would be the first time 
Western women have been 
beheaded in the kingdom. 

‘The office of Salah A1 
Hujeilan..jeceived the report 
which the forensic patholo- 
gists prepared on the crime,” 
the Saudi-owned daily A1 
Sharq A1 Awsat said. 

“The office will receive die 
final Saudi police report 
about the crime within a few 
short days.” it added, quoting 
an interview with the lawyer: 

The women chose Mr. 
Hujeflan, a prominent Saudi 
attorney educated in Cairo 


and the United States, as then- 
defence lawyer on Dec. 30, 
10 days after bring charged 
with murdering Gflfond at the 
King Fahd Military Medical 
Complex in Dhahran, eastern 

Saudi Arabia. 

The Australian nurse was 
found murdered in her dormi- 
tory room at the hospital on 
Dec. 11. She had been 
stabbed, bludgeoned with a 
hammer and suffocated. 

In accordance with Saudi 
law, there will be no prosecu- 
tion lawyer at the trial, only 

police report with a judge 
handling the rest of the prose- 
cution case. No date for the 
bearing has been announced. 

If found guilty and sen- 
tenced to death, Gilford’s 
family could still spare the 

of the women by accept- 
ing blood money instead of 
execution. 

But Gilford’s famil y in 
have ruled out a 
clemency appeal saying the 
two should face the maxi- 
mum punishment. 

According to Monday’s A 1 
Eqtisadiah daily, Mr 
Hujeflan said the victim’s 
tedy sail insisted on the 
death penalty, but added he 
typed they would change 
*eir rmnd after the police 
re P or ® had been revealed. 



Woman seeking luck 
gored by elephant 


BANGKOK (R) — A 
frightened male elephant 
gored a pregnant woman in 
the thigh while she was 
crawling under his belly for 
good luck. Thai police said 
on Monday. They said the 
jittery pachyderm attacked 
Wien Sudpleum. who is 
eight months pregnant, on 
Saturday as she was begin- 
ning her third trip under his 
belly. She was crawling 
under the elephant in the 
hope it would bring her 
luck and allow an easy 
delivery of her baby, said 
police in Phatum Thani, 
about 50 kilometres north 
of Bangkok. Instead, she 
landed in hospital with a 
thigh injury after the ele- 
phant frightened by bark- 
ing dogs, gored her with 
his tusks. The mahout tak- 
ing cane of the elephant 
was arrested briefly and 
released after he agreed to 
pay 6,000 baht ($240) 
compensation to the 
injured woman, police said. 
Many Thais believe if they 
crawl three times under the 
belly of an elephant con- 
sidered a noble animal, 
they will have good luck. 


10 Commandments 
fox British vicars 


Germans faithful 
to surnames 


Family takes 
out ad asking 
not to be robbed 
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LONDON (R) — British 
church officials leapt to the 
defence of priests who can- 
not rattle off all 10 
Commandments, saying it 
was substance not words '•* 
that counted. A poll by the 
Sunday Times found only 
34 per cent of 200 Angl ican 
priests polled could recite 
all 10 without help. "When 
people are put on the spot 
like this of course they 
can’t remember," a Church 
of England spokesman 
said. "Given time they 
would recall them." The 
poll found that most clergy 
knew the commandments 
prohibiting adulteiy and 
coveting one’s neighbour's 
wife, but got a little fuzzy 
on the details of some of 
the other eight. John 
Redwood, an outspoken 
Conservative member of 
parliament, said he was 
amazed at the clergy's 
ignorance. 



# of Saudi 

>&rch liiv-N 


AMMAN 
the V’dlesfr 
Authority 1 1 
drt> riisvuW 
non* and ai 
\.itv (he 

smitcrv pa* 
.mv fcu 
non 

Ilw to 

Mi'll* 

Palestinian 
er AitifAl be 
MjjcMv Ki 
Royal Hij 
I’juutc Hjn! 

Abdul 
ami senior i 
Kiiq: | 

rented V 
N.|d»a pa 1 

Joidan's 
lliWtuiirii 
ttnijj’ple to 
legitimate 
IWttiOlliil v 
New Af«*r 
t roun Vt 
M» Arafat, 
to lire Gar 


m ■ \-: 




vcj iv 


V -.Mcr 
•• King 
.S .WOVjl 
v: -aid 

V\h:: A Hi 

AI 

r.v -Lilt- 
i’»fi 
- V.viw\ 
!i*I 

. :-.v- u.hiUI 

■ alter 

■ \li--quc 


Pal 

bar 


c 


BONN (.R) — Thousands 
of Germans are keeping 
unfortunate surnames such 
as Kotz (vomit), Moerder 
(murder), Braihuhn (roast 
chicken) and even Hitler, 
even though they could 
legally change them, a 
magazine reported. The 
German phonebook lists 
hundreds of people with 
the surname Faul (lazy), 

Fett (fat). Dreckmann 
I filth-man), Dunim (stupid) 
and Schwein (pig), the 
weekly Focus magazine 
said in an advance release 
ahead of publication. 
Unflatteringly named 
Germans said that they 
mainly h 3 d problems with 
their names as children and 
that later in life they had 
decided not to bow to 
social pressure to change “ J 
them. 


fohrak to meet 
torac in Paris 


*'*■ iApiWIl 

?**" H Mub.ir.ik 

-‘bil .... MiMkl.lt 

Mul.lU-l .iNi 

m-i!i i sench 

U..H.-S Cliir.iv. 

-S«u v-njiJ 
Mr M ib.iuk w,l| 


'■V 


: .kil.'lkiillg 

■■I'u- tomm 
'"i'.vii.uui. .ii 


'•* "1 1 I 

feline 1 . ( . 11 ;|w 

^*l.r ., , l liSi| 

Mm.-,!" 


Ul HKON 
unum oih 
day ihcv 
■iHcivr 
1-r.vli wi 
liiu.m uiin 
ibe 

/oik* %»l ih 
lietiffal 
command 
Bank, is 

and jvik»v 
wn house 
I lo iik-m*. \ 
pnruriil a 

MTRtak," 
Milan N 4 )\ 
The wi 
an eikl u 
has .lire a 
“ 1 ik*^ 
ami inlfr 
of the 111 
and rtw 1 
jI Aul 
Mayor 
(old AFP 


Ju. 


ivk'- 
■Ill IV] 


■i'.* !h»- 

IO ill' 

1 -I-! .ltk*l 
1 ■■ I 'l: Hi mt 

ll.-F.-n 


kt**'*> Slttni 


Pr 

sc; 


i;> 


LEON. Mexico (R) — A 
Mexican family took out a 
newspaper advertisement 
asking crooks to please 
stop robbing the family. 
“Mister robbers, you have 
cleaned us out ... please do 
not visit us anymore, it’s 
not worth your while,” the 
Robles family wrote in a 
newspaper ad in the central 
Mexican state of 
Guanajuato. The ad 
recounts how the Robles 
family was held up in a 
local restaurant on Dec. 27. 
losing their money and 
jewels. A month later, two 
armed robbers held up the ^ 
family again in their home, 
raking nearly everything of 
v *due. “The only tilings we 
have left is our refrigerator, 
our television set and a 
VCR.” the family said 
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